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ORTENSIO LANDÒ.» 



Xms writer, who flouriahed about the middle of the 
aùUeenth century, was by birth a Milanese, and traced 
his family origin to Piacenza. He devoted himself 
to the medical profession, in which he may probably 
have imbibed those heretical opinions which led to 
his subsequent banishment, many of the physicians 
of that period being distinguished for the freedom 
of Iheir religious sentiments. It ÌB said by some of 
the authorities that Landò was an Augustine friar, 
but the fact that he was persecuted for the heretical 
tendency of his opinions, militates against this asser* 
tion, which seems to be unsupported by any kind of 
evidence. It is certain that he abandoned bis native 
country in dread of an impending martyrdom, and 
embraced the party of Luther on retiring into Ger- 
many, where he ended his days in poverty and dis- 
tress. We may thus account for the various theolo- 
gical discussions which we find mingled with his 
writings, both in the Italian and Latin languages. 

* Vani CompoDÌmeoti di H. Ortenno Laudo : Venice, 1553, 
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4 OKIKMUO LAKDO. 

HÌB novelc, to the number of fonrteeiii appeared with 
a collection of his Varii ComponimtMi, at Venice, in 
1662. According to the author's own statement, 
they were composed in imitation of the great Boc- 
caccio, however far the; may be from reachmg the 
excellence of their model. He may neverthdess be 
allowed to take his rank among the best novelists of 
that day ; who were as anxious to persuade their rea- 
ders of their resemblance to Boccaccio, as their pre- 
decessors had been to testify the truth and originality 
of their stories." 

Landò is considered remarkable for the easy and. 
graceful flow of his language, in which he has scarce- 
ly any competitor. His narratives, likewise, in point 
of incident, are in general very lively and pleasing. 
Like Grazzini, whom he most resembled, he was of 
a very whimsical disposition, and is said to have 
been so strongly addicted to the sin of scandal, that 
in defkult of other subjects, he was unable even to 
spare himself; having drawn so unfavourable a por- 
trait of his own character, as to leave his orthodox 
enemies very little to say against him. The thir- 
teenth story of Landò, in the opinion of Mr. Dunlop, 
possesses intrinsic excellence, and forms one of the 
following selectioD. 

■ HUtoiy of Fictioii, vol. ii. p. 441. 
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ORTENSIO LANDÒ. 



NOVELLA IV. 

AIanfrsis King of Navure, was one of the mott 
cruel and ganguinary princes of his age. Altogether 
nnwoTthy of the name of long, there ma nothing sa- 
cred in his eyes, nothing that seemed to restrain him 
in his ferocious career. He was never known to 
evince marks of pleasure, except where rapine and 
nidation attended upon his steps. This unnatural 
diipoiìtion be more partictilarly indulged towards 
diose who bad most essentially served him ; until, 
unable Itmger to endure the extreme severity of bis 
yoke, his own nobles rose up in arms, and excited 
the pet^ to revolt. The signal being once givei^ they 
msbed forward in crowds towards the palace, in order 
to*satiate their vengeance upon the spot. Incapable 
of making head against the wrath of bis exasperated 
peo^, the sense of bis past crimes suddenly smote 
upon the soul of the monarch, and he stood, fi)r a 
mtannitt the image of anguish and dwpair : but the 
tidings of fate bursting louder and louder on his ear, 
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6 ORTENSIO LANDÒ. 

he recollected a secret st^icase which led to the 
back of his palace, and snatching up the young 
prince his son, by Queen Altilia, a daughter of the 
King of Spain, he attempted to escape from the pa- 
lace, already enveloped in flames. His hair, his 
royal mantle, and even his features, were scorched 
with the excessive heat ; bat the child, whom he had 
carefully wrapped in a flannel gown, escaped unhurt. 
In this state he succeeded, in a quarter where the 
assailants were but few, in making his way beyond 
àie precincts of the palace, and at length, alter infi- 
nite risks, he passed the frontiers of his own domi- 
nions. With slow and painful footsteps, he then 
proceeded, begging alma by the way, from country 
to country, having exchanged his royal garments for 
a pauper's dress, and wishing, yet afraid, to die. 
His exasperated subjects meeting neither with him 
uor his son, whose name was Vitrio, concluded that 
they had both perished in the flames, and imme- 
diately proceeded to elevate to the throne his brother 
Aldobrandino, a wise and temperate prince, who 
proved himself worthy of their choice. 

Manfred, in the mean while, continued to traverse 
various regions, with his Uttle boy, who sometimes 
walked at his side, and sometimes was borne in his 
lather's anns, encountering unnumbered perils and 
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KOTBLLA IT. 



deprivations, and stung with remorse at the recol- 
leetion of his past enonnitieB. Drooping at length 
under the weight of yean and infirmities, he arrived 
at Sienna, where he ^plied for admission into the 
public hospital, and was charitably received. Find- 
ing himself here approaching the termination of his 
days, while his poor son, Vitrio, stood weeping by 
his side, he entreated the governor, and some other 
gentlemen of the city, to visit him before he expired. 
Several persons having complied with this request, 
King Manfred, turning towards the boy with tears 
in his eyes, addressed him as follows: — "Behold, 
my child, die well merited punishment of cruelty 
and sin I Behold me, a lone and banished man, pe- 
rishing of want, as you have frequently witnessed, 
during our long and painful pilgrimage. It is my 
wish before I leave yon, to reveal the history of our 
Ixrth and name, for you are nobly horn, and some 
tìnte you may, perhaps, profit by a knowledge of 
the troth. My name is Manfred, the tyrant of Na- 
varre, and you are the offspring of my queen Altilia, 
. daughter of King-Severus of Spain. I saved you, 
at imminent risk, from the flames kindled by an in- 
dignant people, in order to envelope us in the ruins 
of our own palace. Believing us to have perished in 
the flames, my brother was elevated to the vacant 
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OKTINEIO bAHDO. 



dinwe, and I became a wretched aaie, miSBavag 
uoda die incessuit attacks of remfvae, poverty, and 
despair. But I hare to beseecfa yon, mj son, that 
you will obey roe in what I am about to request ; — 
that jrou will ever beai in mind thoie precepts of 
yofu ancestors, which I myself so unhappily violated 
or neglected; and thus avoid the borror of being snr- 
founded by the threatening arms of an injured and 
exasperated people. Imprint, then, the four foUow- 
ing ntaxims upon your memory. In the first place, 
never abandon the old path for the new ; secondly, 
never attach yourself to a woman whom you may not 
lawfully call your own : thirdly, many no woman till 
you have first seen her, and found her nobility of 
birth to be worthy, of sharing your high rank ; fourth- 
ly, never strike your enemy, until you have fint 
thrice drawn your swoid, and thrice sheathed it in 
the scabbard." Then, having taken a tender leave of 
his son, and, fully sensible of his late orimeg, re- 
ceived the sacrament, and reconciled himself to onr 
holy church, he turned himself upon his side and ex- 
pired. During this scene, the surrounding spec- 
tators were bathed in tears ; but theii grief was lost 
in the deeper lamentations of the unhappy youth,- 
who wept over hia bther, as the first and the last 
friend he ever had in the world. " Whiiher shall 1 
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NOTSLLA IT. 9 

go ? Where shall I ieA a rdiige now f be cried, 
" my dear, dear &ther, diou hast UA me without 
hope or stay ?" But some gentlemen of Siemui tear- 
ing him almost forcibly from the body, caused the 
deceased to be honorably interred at the public ex- 
pmuè ; nor could hia son have received more ample 
proofs of re^rd, had he been the immediate auc- 
oessor to a throne. For the noblest SiennesC &mi- 
lies innted him to iheir houses, and in a short time 
they selected a deputation of gendemen to accom- 
pany him into the kingdom of his grandiàther, and 
to bear witness to the decease of Manfred, and the 
manner in which he had eluded the vigilance of bis 
people. He was welcomed by King Sererus with tbe 
utmost kindness, the Siennese ambassadors receiv- 
ing also public testimony of his approbation of their 
Ctmduct, in a variety of rich donations to grace their 
retom. 

Pleased with the young prince's conduct and dis- 
position, the king brought him up at his own court ; 
and when he had reached his sixteenth year, he be- 
stowed upon him the hand of one of the most beau- 
tiful princesses of Portugal, celebrating his espoiiulii 
with the bright Cillenis in the most pompous and 
magnificent manner. Not very long after tfaia, Vi- 
trio was seized with a violent fèver, and in order to 
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10 ORTENSIO LAUDO. 

bdUtate his recovery, he made a pioiu tow to riait 
M a pOgrim the holy cities of Rome and Jerusalera. 
On hia coQTalescence, therefore, he entreated the 
king to permit him to fulfil his tow, nhich he doubted 
not had restored him so fax to health. This, with 
■one difficulty, being at length granted by the king, 
who tenderly loved him, the inTalid set out, loaded 
widi rich presents, and attended by a noble train. 
Having viuted Rome, and made the due offerings 
at the holy ahrioe, he departed for Ancona, where he 
hired a noble galley to convey him to the port of 
Baruti, situated not very far from Jerusalem. He 
was home by prosperous bree^a until he arrived near 
the isle of Cyprus, when a sudden tempest ariung, 
the vessel was driven off tbe coast of Syria, and being 
dashed to pieces on the rocks, about twenty of the 
passengers were saved and captured by the neigh- 
bouring inhabitants. But Vitrio, with several of his 
companions, had first escaped to shore, and continued 
his flight during the whole of that day along the 
coast, without any nutriment, until» they y«K over- 
powered by &tigue. Tbe following monung, meet- 
ing with some wild berries, they recruited their ex- 
hausted strength, and were fortunate enough, after 
long toil, to reach a spring of water near tbe shore ; 
but BO dark and turbid as to be extremdy nauseous 
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to the taste. Vitrio then threw himielf, overwhetmed 
with sorrow and weariness, upon the sands, desirous 
of obtaining some repose. On seeing this, two of 
his attendants began to lament their unhappy &te, 
and, reproaching him with want of feeling in having 
paid no attention to them, they resolved to coosidt 
their own safety, and to abandon hmi as he lay. 
Awakening soon after, be arose and called them by 
their names, and, when those who remained faith- 
ful to faim came forward, he jbesougfat them not to 
desert him ; for he had dreamed, that, while he 
slept, his companions had departed. Under the im- 
pression that they had all conspired to betray him, 
lie now besought them most tenderly as friends and 
brothers, that they would neither be ungenerous 
enough to injure him, nor to abandon bim to his fate. 
Thus addressing them, with tears in bis eyes, he re- 
sumed his way ; and about the middle of the day it 
so happened, that he again fell in with the two ca- 
valiers who had agreed to leave him. Weary with 
tiaveUing along the shore, where nothing was found 
to satisfy the cravings of hunger and thirst, Vitrio 
determined to strike into the interior of the country. 
They soon afterwards arrived at a spot where two 
pathways met ; one of which appeared new and spa- 
dous, the other tmtrsvelled, and overgrown with 
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12 oaTXHHO tAKDO. 

briars artd thoma. Vitrio, here reodlecting the ad- 
TÌce givoi him bf his fatber, never to absndon the 
old path to walk in the new, came to the resolution of 
persevering in the thorny way. Upon observing thig, 
the two cavaliers who had before abandoned him, be- 
gan to reproach him with his folly in persevering in 
' a road which would certainly lead his companions into 
destrnction. But Vitrio, deigning not to reply, pnr- 
aued the path which he had chosen, followed by Lam- 
bione and Gelso only, two of his attendants, who still 
remained faithful to him. The san had scarcely 
gone down before the latter travellers reached a large 
town called Rama, at a short distance from ZaSb ; a 
place to which a great number of Christians used to 
resort. Gelso, who understood the language of thè 
country, there procured provisions for their support, 
and the following day they arrived at Zaffo ; while the 
two cavaliers, who had traversed the great road, at- 
tended by the rest of the crew, were all surprised and 
cut off by banditti, with the exception of a single 
man, who brought tidings of their fate to Zaffo. In 
a few days they again resumed their journey, and had 
the good fortime to reach Jerusalem, where, after re- 
ligiously observing their vows, they bent their way 
towards the sea-shore, and, passing into' Cyprus, the 
prince there fell sick, and was confined to his couch 
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fin the space of a year. When be recovered, his 
two &ì|1iìd1 friend*, Gelso and Lambrone, likewise 
ftU ùck, and died soon afìer. Vibrio shed many 
tens ovev their graves, ifiA it was long before he 
again recovered sufficient fortitude to resume his 
way, whithersoever his desdny might lesd> But tears ' 
availed him nothing, and, having exhausted his other 
resources, be betook himself to a few jewels, which 
hedispoaedofto the best advantage, and |nfoceeded 
^owly towards Nicozia. He there remained some 
ttDie in the court of King Troilns, wbo, pleased with 
his gentle manners, no less tbsn with the story of his 
adventtires, granted him a refiige firom the assaults 
of fortune. But even here, alas, she did not long 
casse to persecute him ; for a dau^ter of Tfaeodoro, 
Ind of Arzufib, becoming dee|dy enamoured of bini, 
aooa gave him to understand, by secret messages, 
dnt she bad bestowed upon him her whole heart, 
and loved him more than herself. Again recollecting 
hii father's instructions, not to attach himself to any 
woman but his lawful wife, Vitrio received ber over- 
tures vrith the utmost o^dnesH, and at length began 
to avoidJier presence, in order to shew his decided 
aversion to her suit The consequences of this pro- 
ceeding vrete soon felt by Vitrio, for the lady, indig- 
nant at bis rejection of her advances, changed her 
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love into Uie fiercest angei and disdain. In order to 
ensure a safe revenge, she gave orders to bet norae, 
to deposit a case of jewellery under the young prince's 
couch ; and the wicked old woman having obeyed 
bra, the prince was immediately accused by the of- 
fended lady of having committed the theft. After 
enduring solitary confinement for the space of two 
years, he was sentenced to terminate his days upon 
die gallows. Now it was an ancient custom of the 
island, that every criminal, condemned to death, had 
the power of redeeming himself by the payment of 
two thousand byzants. But this unhappy youth had 
already expended all his resources in feeing the 
judges, the advocates, and the courtiers, in order to 
obtain the exercise of their infiuence in a final appeal 
to the monarch. In fact he was now completely des- 
titute, and there was nothing lef^ for him, but to sum- 
mon fortitude to die. His eyes were already bound, 
and be was fast approaching the scene of execution, 
when a beautiful maiden, who bad lately succeeded 
to a large inheritance,, observed him passing along, 
biuied in the profoundest affliction. Taldig com- 
passion on his fate, and impelled by a tenderer feel- 
ing, she instantly offered the amount of the fine, and 
claimed, at the same time, the young man's deUver- 
ance, if he would consent to accept her as his spouse. 
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It is impoBBÌble now to describe the menisi etniggles 
c^ the un£>rtuiiate youth, and we may justly estimate 
the magnaniniity of his sou), in hesitating as to a pro- 
posal of marriage, although the preaervatiun of hia 
Sfè dqtended upon his acceptance of it. Even now 
he debated within himself whether to perish, or to 
violate the commanda of his holy religion, by taking 
two wives. In this etnèrgency he recollected the in- 
junction of his father not to marry until he bad seei - 
the lady, and ascertained her nobihty of birth ; and 
be thereibie requested to see the maiden, and to be 
informed as to her extraction. The bandage was 
lemored from bis eyea, and the officer, pointing out 
the lady, observed, " Behold the fair daughter of 
the merchant Palliodoro." On bearing these words, 
Vitrio, turning to the officers of justice, bade them 
lead on, for that he was content to suffer. " The 
crown of NaTarre," he exclaimed, " must never sit 
upon ^e head of a merchant's daughter, however 
exalted a soul she may possess. Heaven, I trust, 
wUl grant bei a better husband than I shall ever 
make her ; and aa for me, if it he well that I should 
- escape, God will yet provide the means." Hearing 
these expreastona, and beholding the firm and noble 
deportment' of die prisoner, the chief officer des- 
patched a meesenger to. the king, saying, that the 
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3routhfìil atnnger bad refìued the price of his redieinp> 
tioa, and the handof the rich daughter of Palliodoco. 
The king then ordered Vttrio to be bronght before 
him, and obtained from him a full confession of hia 
previoui history, of bis long wanderings and lufier- 
ingi^ after having fled nith liis father, and begged 
their bread in foreign lands : " Còmpauionate, then," 
continued Vitrio, " most noble prince, my strange 
and unhappy fbrtunea. Permit me not to sufier, ' 
until my accusers have been again examined: you 
trill gad that 1 am innocent. Bod that I do not deserre 
to die. Your majesty will not, therefore, deny me 
thatjuHtice which I have not yet received." The two 
women being then brought into the presmee of die 
king, and threateoed with torture if tbey did not 
forthwith reveal the whole truth, immediately coor 
focted the folsehood of the charge, and were con- 
danned to perpetual tmprisonnient. 

The monarch then commanded a noble vesad to 
be fitted out, in order to convey the stranger to the 
diores of Spain. Returning his grateful thai^ Vi- 
trio departed, and soon afler landed in the territo- 
ries of King SeveniB, and proceeded towarda Ua 
court, reSecting on the results of his obedience to 
his dear other's precepts. It was jiut on the point 
of night&U, aa he reached the outakirts of the royal 
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p&lsce, «here, giving hie name to the astonished of- 
ficov, vrfaa had long numbered him with the dead, 
he proceeded np the staircase, and along the spacious 
galleries, alone. The first object which he heheld, 
on approaching the scene of his former pleasures 
and poner, was a lady caressing aa infant in her 
arms ; the same lady, whom he had left so young, 
hia own cherished and honored bride. His first im- 
pulse was a feeling of jealousy, and, believing that she 
was caressing an adulterous ofispring, he was on die 
point of unsheathing his sword, and sacrificing them 
both to his revenge. But the memory of bis father 
once more rushed into his mind: "Never," he ex- 
claimed within himself, " strike your foe, untQ you 
have duice drawn your sword irom its scabbard ;" 
and he stood and gazed fearfully some moments at 
the Udy and the child^ The latter, startled at the 
glitte^ng blade, ran screaming towards its mother, 
who sat with her face turned pardy aside Irom her 
husband's view, crying out that a man was coming 
to kill him. " Sleep, sle^, little foolish one," re- 
plied his mother ; " no man, since my dear husband 
left me, hu ever passed this sad chamber-door." 
Catdilng the sound of these words, Vitrio, breath- 
ing a prayer of gratitude to his father's spirit, quickly 
sheathed his sword, and hearing bis child repeating 
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the name of motber, be nuhed fi)nn(d,aDdtbe next 
montent found thraa both clasped within hia anna. 
His voice and features were itili io familiT to tbe 
tmty at the princeaa, that she knew him in a mo- 
ment ; and a anddcn flood of joyona tears at once ex- 
jveaaed and reltered the deep emotions of her bieaat. 
The tidings quickly spreading abroad, the prince was 
immediately introduced into the presence of the king, 
who received bim as if be had recovered hit own 
aon> A general festival was in consequence pro- 
daimed throngbout tbe kingdom, and jousts and 
toumameats were celebrated. The king of Por- 
tugal, hia bther-in^law, denM»iBtrdUd no less satia- 
faction at his return, which he evinced by the pomp 
and magnificence of bis entertainments. ]n aha 
years. Prince Vitrio succeeded to the throne of his 
grand&tber, to which, before his decease, he added 
the tceptre of bis uncle, and of his wift'i &tlier, 
thus reigning ovft three several counties. He was' 
blessed with a numerous progeny, and as he had al- 
ways approved himself a fimd and obedient son, he 
had the delight of embracing only wite and aSeetion- 
ateehildren. 
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Thixe mu ones a gendenun of Verana, named 
Measer Ugo da Santa Sofia, olia derotad hi mwlf witti 
sucb ttstiduitjr to the study of the aita and Kveoeea, 
and eapeoially to the contemplation of the beaveqly 
bodies, that he had become ianuus tbrougbout the 
whole country. Whether pianeta, or fixed or wan- 
dering itars, fiery comets, aatellites, or lunar orh0> 
he boasted the most intimate acquaintance with all 
their motions, and foretold their leTolutions in hea- 
ven, without the rislt which he incurred, wh«i he 
T^MOred to prophecy respecting those which should 
bai^nn on earth. He foretold the death of Kmg 
Robert, and tim succession of a female to the throne. 
The confines of Hnngary, he predicted, were to ex- 
tend even as &r as Greece, and would afierwards 
xeach the |dain of Troy ; and he smelt the apfaoaeh 
of that iutnid pestilence, which cwnniitted such 
dread&l derrastations in the memorable year 1S4B. 
But suffice it to tobsove, that the aecnraey of bis 
predictions was such, that bis repotatim spread 
through Europe, and none of its pincas ever found 
1 in Affi^ty, widiout sending for Meiser 
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Vgp, to enjoy the advantage of hii rage adnonitiona. 
We miut not be surprìBed, therefore, to hear that he 
became a little rain of these his unearthly powers, 
which, in his own opinion, were altogether in&llible. 
Now it BO fell out, that one day during harvest time 
he went to his country house, for he took great plea- 
aure in seeing the com threshed in the bam; whea- 
one of his neighbours, an ancioit villager, very well' 
off in the world, called upon him to communicate 
what he considered to be rather important informa- 
tion, at that season of die year. Being somewhat 
lame in one of his lega, he was in the habit of riding' 
a beautiful ass, from which he now alighted at the 
dooTof Messet Ugo." "I have called upon you, as 
I was riding by, just to tdl you, Messer Ugo, that I 
djink it would be prudent in you to take care of 
your corn, which has been cut so long, during this 
threatening weather : fot within an hour hence, we 
■hall have such a tremendous storm, diat yon will 
imagine the very heavens are about to tumble ilpon 
our heads." Our philosopher, witli great coolness, 
inquired how his neighbour alone came to be in pos- 
session of this secret, and aÙer gazing roimd the 
horison on all sides, unable to detect the least black 
■pot, which frequently portends the distant storm, he 
turned a look of quiet contempt upon the good coun- 
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tiTiiian, olwenrvigi " The iky ù quite «lear, die son 
saild,.aad not even a cloud upon the mouiUainB, and 
yet you are bold enough to prognosticate a Btonn^ 
Why, there is a soil south wind bloi«ing, and die 
sun is in the right sign, and the right degree ; no- 
dung leu than a miracle can make it run. Nature 
hera^ could not make it rain now ; with the help of 
Providence, to be sure, she might ; but, aa she stands 
disposed at present, it is impossible we can have any 
rain." He continued to debate the poiat with the 
countryman fbr a long white, without making the 
least impression upon him ; the only answer he re- 
ceived was, that Messer Ugo would be much better 
en^loyed in giving orders to have his grain quickly 
housed, than in wasting arguments upon him, as the 
^proaching tempest would not merely destroy the 
com, but beat down trees, scatter herds and flocks, 
and shake the houses to their foundations. Messer 
Ugo's choler now rose to such a height at the coun- 
tryman's strange pertinacity, that he was much in- 
clined to bestow upon him a box on the ear ; but in- 
stead of this, he so far controlled his indignation 
as first to consult his telescope and compasses, with 
which he once more examined the heavens more 
narrowly than before, yet still drawing the same con- 
clusion, diBt jaia f« that day, at least, was quite out 
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of (be qnesUon, expecting as soon te ue the moitn- 
Uiu levelled with the plains, or the rivers flowing 
over the hillt. Finding that he could he of do use, 
the villager at length took hia leave, and he had 
scarcely dinnounted at home, before a dark speck 
became viable In the horixon, and, swelling with the 
riling wind, in a short time obscured the face of the 
■on itielf. Strong lighmlngs soon afìerwards hegaa 
to play towards the north, while the wind changing 
gradually into the east, floods of lain, resembling 
water-spouts rather than a common shower, emptied 
themselves into the bosom of the west, already torn 
by the rising conflict of the elements. As the tor- 
raits itf rain increased, the reverberating thunders 
and the livid lights, instead of dying away, seemed 
to gather double strength in an almost unheard of 
manner : such as We may suppose pealed over the 
heads of the fierce Titans, when rising in rash re- 
volt, they experienced the indignation of their fadier 
Jove. Towers and steeples tattered to their base, 
the loftiest o^s lay prostrate, die river Adige rose 
and burst its old embankments, while the proudest 
palaces with dieir royal inmates trembled, as if an- 
ticipating the dissoluticm of the groaning &hric of 
the world. But where was poor Messer Ugo, with 
his &mous astrological observations during this time. 
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wd where naa aU hia unboarded grain f It was an 
eqn^y severe Uow upon hia property and his pride ; 
he almiMt widied he had never become veraed in a 
k&owledge of the Itars, since he fbund himHelf thus 
shameflilly imposed upon by the weather. His fine 
corn was flying all abroad, a prey to the fierce ele- 
ntents, and he sorely repented him of having turned 
a deaf ear to his neighbour, whose premution would 
liave so well availed him. Away be flung his square 
and compasses, his astrolabe, and his wfaol^ BPP^~ 
ratus, in the rage of the moment, while be watched 
die wild prt^ress of the storm ; every moment ap- 
pearing an age, unti it should have so ùa subsided, 
M to permit him to creep with safety to his honest 
neighbour, to entreat his pardon, and to inquire by 
what art he had foretold this dreadiol tempest, in 
the midst of a perfect calm. At length, with soma 
difficulty, during a pause of the awful blast, be con- 
trived to reach his door ; and, afler apologizing to 
him in a mede and iàltering tone, he besought him 
to ex^^in in what way he could possibly have fipre- 
«een such a calamity. " There is certainly," he 
condnued, " some superior master in the same art as 
my ovm, whom you must have applied to on this 
occasjon." " That is very true, Messer Ugo," re- 
lied the vUlagei ; " I have consulted him, and he 
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ÌB no othet than the pretty animal upon whidi you 
saw me mounted. My own aas nnfolded the seciet 
to me, ai he haa done many others of the same 
nature before. He can tell fkii weather, too, u 
well ai foul ; and I never itt my life was in need of 
any other weather-glass : he takes a more exact sav- 
vey of the heavens than the best glass or compass 
could possibly do. I always remark, that when the 
weather is going to be extremely rough,- he sets up 
his back, his hairs stand on md, and he hides his 
tad between his legs, shaking as if he were in sn 
agne. But if we are merely gdng to have a mode- 
rate breeze, it is quite another thing, for then he 
only holds his taU between his legs fbr a few mo- 
ments, lashing hia sides, and if no thunder and light- 
ning follow, he will scarcely do so much. - But whm 
we arc to be visited with such a fierce tempest aa we 
have had to-day, you should mind what he saya of 
you ; he never in all his life gave me such an awM 
warning before. For he first directed all his ears and 
eyes as it were up into the sky ; he stopped and £■- 
tened; and thenheleapedup.andbeattheearthwith 
his four feel, as if all the horse flies in the world had 
been devouring him ; so I thought I would just step 
and tell you our opinion upon the subject, for my 
noUe beast and I are always perfectly of one accord 
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on tlùs point. Kor should you, with all your vast 
Gtores of )eamÌDg, Messei Ugo, be surprised at this ; 
fi>r how is it that the cock informs us so exactly of 
the hour, as if he had got a little piece of watch-work 
in his bead ? How is it in the least more stntoge 
than what we hear of the dolphins gamboling befbifr 
the luckless vessels, with their curved hacks upon the 
sur&ce, warning the poor sailors of the tempest at 
hand ? Why should not my ass he supposed to know 
something likewise upon the subject?" 

Messer Ugo da Santa Sofia had not a word to 
utter in reply; he bad now fairly the worst-of the 
argument, and at Ipigth candidly confessed his ad- 
miration of the superior tact and foresight of the ass, 
grieving, however, at the same time, that the loog- 
eaied steed of Carabptto, (the name of the good vil- 
lager) should be, after all, a greater astrologer than 
hinuel^ who had actually grown grey in the service 
of the stars, the tides, and tlie causes of every thing 
which happens here below. He entreated his good 
ndghbour to keep the matter secret, at least for- a 
while, lest his reputation should suffer in the opinion 
of ike world. The countryman very kindly proraised 
that he would do so, but whether he really did or not 
is oncertain, as the aSkir quickly took windj though 
most jvobaUy from some witnesses, who must have 
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been present at the contToversy previoas to the Btorm. 
Oertain it is, that the whole country was speedQy in 
possession of the secret, and of much amusement in 
consequence, it bemg every where said, that the sss 
of Carabotto bad turned out at last a greater astro- 
loger than the great Measer Ugo da Santa Sofia di 
Verona himself. The saying became at length quite 
proTerbial, and nothing was more common than to 
hear a Inan answer a very pertinacious enemy, by 
observing, " Yes, I dare say, you think yon know 
more astrology than Carabotto's ass ;" which g«ie- 
rally brought another reply much as foDows : " Go, 
go, for you know less than poor Messer Ugo da 
Sana Sofia hùnself." 

When our nahappy astronomer learned that the 
matter was publicly divulged throughout all Lom- 
bardy, he vrent into such a violent fit of pasuon, diat 
he actually séxeA and committed to the flames more 
than two thousand crowns' worth of astrological 
books and instruments : quadrants, spheres, and nati- 
vities, tu fell a prey to the fiery element ; and he used 
even to walk with his eyes fixed upon the ground, to 
avoid contemplating the heavens, which, after all his 
long labours, bad so ^egiously deceived him. 
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Il waa laìd of Measer Leandro de' Traveiiarì, canon 
of Ravenna, that, from the opening to the dose of 
hÌB mortal oareer, he invariably evinced the moat de- 
cided enmity to truth. He had such a total dinre- 
^rd for this invaluable quality, that if he ever hap- 
pened to stumble upon the truth, he betrayed as 
toaài melancholy and regret, as if he had actuaOy 
■inHed against the Holy Ghost. Besides, he was not 
merdy the most notoriouR aaaertor of " the thing 
which ie not" himself, hut the cause of fiilsehood in 
others, compelling his very &i«ids and dependents 
to confirm his wicked statements, under penalty of 
iocuRing his most severe spiritual displeasiure. 

There was a certain Florentine, who had lately en- 
tered into his lervice, and nbo perceiving his marten's 
peculiarity in this respect, resolved not merely to 
humour him in it, but to add something further on 
his own part, in order the better to recommend him- 
tdf to bis nolJce. He (me day availed himself of an 
opportunity, wh«i walkitig with the good canon in 
(he gardens of the archbishop, near the city, to give 
hii muter a specimen of hù inv&ndve powers. Oh- 
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Berving the gaidener emplojred in planting cauliflow- 
ers, the prdate happened to lemark, " These canli- 
flowera grow to s surprising size ; their bulk is quite 
prodigious ; I believe no one can bring them toauck 
rare perfection aa my gardener." As the latter did 
not care U> contradict this testimony, so favourable to 
his diaracter, Measer Leandro subjoined to the ob- 
Berration of his superior, " Yes, my lord ; but if 
you had ever seen those that grow in Cucagns, yon 
would Dot think these so very extraordinary in point 
of aiie." "Why, how large may they grow!" inquired 
the archbishop. " How large ?" returned Measer Le- 
andro, "I can scarcely give your loidship an idea 
of it. In those parts I hear it is no uncommon thing 
for twenty knights on horseback to take shelter tO' 
gether under their huge cabbage leaves." The arch- 
bishop expressing no slight astonishment at these 
words, the wily Florentine stepped forward to his 
xoaster's relief, saying : " Your excellency will not 
be so much surprised, when I inform your excellency 
that I have myself seen these magnificent cabbies 
growing in that strange country ; and I have seen 
the immense cauldrons in which they are boiled, of 
such a vast construction, that twenty workmen are 
engaged in firaming them at once ; and it is said, that 
the sound of their hammers cannot be heard from 
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opposite aides, u ibej sit in the huge vetiel to eom-' 
^ete theii work." The noble prehtci whose intel' 
leet was not of the highest order, opened hia eyes 
■till wider npon the Florentine, exchdming, that he 
fiuicied such a capadous saucepan would contain suf- 
ficient food, were it rightly calculated, for the whole 
people of Cairo at one meal. 

While they were thus engaged, a person made 
his approach, with an ape upon his shoulders, in-' 
tended as a presoit for the venerable archbishop, who, 
turning towards the canon, with a smiling coun- 
tenance,' noticed the very singular resemblance be- 
tween the human figure and that of the sagadous 
aninial before itiem. " It is my serious opinicm, 
c(»itinued he, " that if the beast had only a little 
more intellect, there would not be so much differ- 
ence between him and ours^fes, as some people ima- 
gine." — " I trust," replied the worthy canon, " your, 
lordship would not mean to insinuate that nwnkeya 
really want senae ; for, if so, . I can soon, I think, 
cunvince your lordsh^ of the contrary, by a story 
pretty apposite to ihe purpose. 

" The noble lord Almerico, was one day feaating- 
the good bish*^ of Vicenza, haying given orders to- 
ioM coA to ^«pare all the varietieB and delicacies' 
of ijw season. Now the' cook was in possession of 



edbvCoOglc 



80 oxTBNSta ulrse. 

an excellent mediod of guarding the trouures of his 
ldtd>en ; for which purpoie be kept an invkluable 
spe, exceOently tutored to the biuineai. No man, 
not even the boldest, ventured to ateal the leut thing 
m hie prcKncei until a certain fbotnun, from Ssvig- 
nano, more greedy than a horae-loacfa, and unable to 
check bis dueving propensitiei, hit upon what he 
eonaidered a «afe mean* of eluding the monk^'s ob- 
•erration. He began to cultivate hie acquaintance, 
by peifbrming all kinds of aniuaing tricka, and hnb- 
tng him to be in good humour. The moment he 
perceived the ape buaily engaged in imitating what 
be law, the rogue, binding a handkerchief or^ bia 
own eyea, in a abort time handed it likewise to the 
mimic, and with secret pleasure beheld him ùstening 
it Ota his face ; during which time he contrived to 
lay his hands uptm a &t capon, which the apei 
dwugh too late, soon afterwards perceived. The 
bead-cook upon this occasion gave bis monkeyidkip. 
so severe a flogging, that being doubly cautious, the 
neU time the thievish fooHnan repeated the awae 
tricks, and proceeded to bandage bis ^eg, the Wily 
animal, instead of imitating him, stared around him 
with all his eyes, pointing at the same time to his 
paws, aa if advising him bi ke^ bis Imde from 
[Hcking and stealing ; so that the rogue was, this 
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dme, conqielkd to depart, with h» hands as nnpt; 
as th^ came. Finding that all his arts were of no 
avul"— ^Tbe arohbishop here overpowered with 
wonder and delist, exclaimed, " If this be only true, 
it il one of the moat astoniabing things I ever heard." 
The asaiduona Florentiiie upon tbii again interpoaed 
in his maater'a behalf, crying out with aingulai force 
of geaticiibtion : " As I hope to be saved at die laat 
dsj, pleaae your grace, what my honoured patron 
haa jnat advanced is every particle of it true ) and 
as your grace appean to take a particular plsuure 
in listening to sttange and slmoat unaccountable 
eventi, I wìH now beg leave to add a single story in 
addition to those of my noble patron, however in- 
ferior in point of cKcellence i 

" Dicing the last vintage) I was in the sorvioe of a 
gentleman at Ferrara, of thenameofLibanoro, who 
took slngolor pleasure in fishing, and used frequently 
to «:qiIore the recesses of the vale of Santo Appolli> 
nare. This master of mine bad also an ape in his poa* 
seaaion, oonsiderably larger than your excellency's, 
and, wlule fae was in the country, he commiiaiiuied 
me to take along with me to Ferrara this said ape, 
a barrel of white wine, and a £tt pig : in order to pre- 
sali them to a certain convenient ruffian, whom he 
kq>t in his service. So I took a boat, and plying 
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oan and sail, while we were bounding along the wa- 
ten, I gave tlie skiffa sudden jerk, which made the 
pig's &t sides shake, and he went round like a tum- 
■pit, performing the strangest antics. So loud and 
Tdiement were his lamentationB, that they seemed to 
UHtoy his apeship excessively, who afìer in vain try- 
ing to stap his ears and nose, at length seized the plug 
out of the barrel that stood near him, and fairly thrust 
it down the pig's throat, just as he vtb opening it 
to give another hornble cry. Both the wine ^and 
the pig were in extreme jeopardy, the one actually 
choking, and the other running all away. I tried 
to save as much of it as I could ; but my immoderate 
laughter almost prevented me ; so much was I amus- 
ed at his ingenious contrivance. So that your grace 
may perceive," continued the mendacious Florentine, 
" that my master speaks the simple truth, in asserting 
that these animals are possessed of great acutenras 
of intellect." Now, on returning home, the good 
ctnoD thus addressed his servant : " I thought, sir- 
rah, there was no man living who could tell a lie 
with a bolder and better &ce than ntysfJf ; but jrou 
have undeceived me : you are the very prince of 
liars and impostors ; . the &iher of lies himself could 
not surpass you !" — " Your reverence," replied the 
FlfH'entine, "neednotbe surprised &tthat,whai I in- 
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form you of the advtotage* I have enjoyed in die 
society of tailors, milleTs, and borgetnea, who live 
upon the profit they bring. But if from otitis time 
forth, you insist upon my perseTering in confirming 
so many monstious untruths - as you utter, I trust 
that you will consent to increase my wages, in consi- 
deration of so abominable a business." — ,'.' Well then, 
listen to me," replied his master ; " when it is my in- 
tenfion to come out with some grand and extra- 
ordinary jòlsehood, I will tale care to tell you the 
erening before, and at the same time I will always 
gire you such a gratuity as shall make it worth 
yonr while. - And if I should happen to tell a good 
story aAer dinner, as you stand behind my chair, 
and you swear to having seen it, very innocently, 
you may- depend upon it you shall be no loser." 
Thia his servant agreed to do, upon condition that 
be would observe some bounds, and keep, up some 
shew, at least, of reason and probability ; jvhich the 
honest canon said, so far as he was able, he would 
try to do ; adding, that if they were not reasonable 
lies, the servant 'should not be bound by the contract, 
and might return the gifì. 

Thus die most wonderful adventures continued to 
be related at the good canon's j»b1e, and what is 
more extraordinary, they were all very dexterously 
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confimed. So going on very unicaUjr together, 
llie canon, one eveiUDg intoi^g to impose a mon- 
strouB lie vfoa one of his fìidnds, too^ down a pair 
of old breeches, and presented them to bis «errant 
as the requisite gift. In the roomiBg, attending hie 
master to church as uayal, he heiu-d him, after ser- 
vice, relating a story to one of the holy brotherhood, 
who stood swallowing it all, with a veryBerioua face, 
how in the island of Pastinaca the magpies are occua- 
tomed to get married in proper form and ceremqiry ; 
and how, aft^r la^ng, and ait^g'upon their eggs Ibi 
th? space of a month, they bring forth little men, not 
larger than ants,- but astoiushingly bold and olereo'. 
The Florentine upon this could no longer restrain 
his feelings, crying out before the whole company : 
" No, no, I cannot swear to this neitb^ ; so you tnay 
take back your breeches, master, and get somebody 
else in my pltfce." 
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RiccAEDO CAppom, B qoble Flareotìn^ baviiig de- 
voted himself in early life to trade, in die coune of 
time lealised a Tory baodsatne profferty. When ad- 
vanced in years, he took his ion, Vincenti, into part- 
nersUp, and not long after gave up hit whole mer- 
cantile concern into his hands; and falling into a bad 
state of health, owii^ either to his great exerdcHis, 
01 to his Bubie<iuent high liviqg, he became unable 
to leave the house. 

Hia aon, Viocrati, who was of an extzemely avari- 
ciouB dic^iosition, fii«iipg his &iher continued to Un- 
gtt BKch beyoad the period his covetou* and un- 
grstefiil heait wodd hare assigned him, and unwil- 
ling longer to si^port him, tx>ok measures, under 
pretence of obtaiaiDg for him better medical advice 
duuD he could at home provide, to har»lum convejred 
to the city hospital. Yet his afikire were then in a 
flourishing state ; and every thing that be possessed 
he owed to bis unb^^y parent, whose age and in£r- 
mities, whose tears and entreaties, he aUke disregard- 
ed. Tlus unnatural son could not, however, contrive 
to conduct the matter so secretly as to elude the 
D 2 
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obierration and the reproscbes of all daases of peo- 
ple in the city. He «t first tried to impose, ■ both 
upon his friends and the puUic, by the false repre- 
MUtatioiu which he set on foot ; hut finding these 
could not arail him, he resolTed, in order the better 
ia diaann the popular voice against him, to send 
bis ovm children with Lttle presents to their graiid- 
ùther. 

On one occasion he gave to his eldest boy, iU>ont 
six years of age, two fine cambric shirts, desiring' 
him, early the next morning, to take them carefuQy' 
to his poor grand&tber in the hospital. The Ettle' 
boy, with an expression of great respect and tender- 
ness in bis countenance, promised ibat he would do 
so ; awl on his return the next day, his fitther, 'cal- 
ling him into his preB«ice, inquired whether he' bald' 
delivered' them safe into the hands of hia gTand&- 
ther ? "I only gave him one, father," replied 'Ùié- 
little boy. " What t" exclaimed Vincenti; with an 
angry voice ; " did I not tell you both were for your 
gnndfiither ?" — " Yes," returned- the little fellow,' 
with a steady and undaunted look, " but I thought 
that I would ke^ one of them ibr you, iàthér, against 
the rime when I shall have to send you, I hope, to' 
Ae ho^taL" " How !" exclaimed Vincenti, "would 
you ever have (he cnidty-to send me there, my 
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boyr '■' Wbynot ?" retorted the lad ; " let him that 
does evil, «xpect evil in leturn. For you know jrou 
made your own father go there, old and ailing as 
he is, and he aever did yon any harm in hia life, and 
do you think 1 shall not send you, when I am ablef 
Indeed, father, I am resolved that I will ; for, as I 
have sud before, let him that does evil, aspect evil in 
return," 

On hearing these words. Vincenti, giving signs of 
the utmost emotion, as if suddenly smitten by the 
hand of heaven, sorely repented of the heinous of- 
fence against hnmanity and justice which he had 
committed. He hastened himself to the hospital ; he 
entreated his father's pardon on his knees, and had 
him conveyed instantly home ; ever afterwards shew- 
ing himself a gentle and obedient son, and frequently 
administering to his aged parent's wants with his own 

This incident gave rise, throughout all Tuscany, to 
the well known proverb above mentioned, " Let him 
that does evil, expect evil in return ;" • and from Tus- 
cany it passed into many o.ther parts of Italy. 
* Cbi 1» fe, I'aapetta. 
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Tris autlior wai bean at Caravaggio, and ia ranked 
among the Venetian writers, having chiefly resided, 
and composed his works, at Venice. He is to be es- 
tefflned rather an tueful than a very happy and amus- 
ing novelist, inasmuch as he furnished a large col- 
lection of stories for the benefit of his succeaqprs, 
mai^ of which are considered curious in illustrating 
the progress of fiction ; "chiefly," says Mr. Dbnlc^, 
"as being the source of those fairy tales which wwe 
so prevalent in France in the commenceroent of the 
eighteenth century." 

■ The fint portion of his Piacevoli Nolli,* was pub- 
lished in the year 1650, at Venice, and the aecond 
part at the same place, in 1S54. Four more editions 
afterwards appeared, comprehending the entire work, 
amounting in the whole to seventy-four tales. In the 
introduction, we are told that a princess and her. fa- 
ther, having fallen from their high estate, became 
attached to a party of pnVate persons, who for their 
• Tredid Piactvoli Notti. Venice, 1554. 
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amnsonait, during the lummei ereningBi relate sto- 
ries, which aie continued through the cool and plea- 
sant ho«in of an Italian nij^t. In a letter addi^ased 
" Alle Piaceroli Donne," dated the 11th of January, 
1664, and prefixed to his novels, he informs Utem, . 
that he presents the stories just as he heard them re- 
peated from the lips of some &ir frirnds. He tmsts, 
therefore, tliBt they will not find fiiult with the simple 
■nd fiuAihar style in which tbejr are written, being 
M^ied hf him jnst as be found them, and not being 
of his own composition. He is ceitunly correct, in 
jlU^iUiming the merit of ori^nality, since many of his 
take are borrowed lW>m Apuleius, some from Ae 
Novelle Antiche, and others &om Giovanni Bravio ; 
such aa the story of die nuptials of Belphagor, which 
forms the fourth tale of the second night. Stnqia- 
rola was indisputably a better collector than aa au* 
ihor. He has, however, the merit of having supplied 
Melifcie with his " Ecole dea Femmes ;" and, indeed, 
with sereral other plots for his inimitable comedies. 
Together with Boccaccio, he may be considered the * 
great storehouse from which the French dranutists 
hove drawn their Hutgects, while they sfiècted to des- 
pse the authors c^ them. 

Besides this novel, Straparola produced a work en- 
titled Opera Nuova, consuting of sonnets and other 
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poems, published at Venice in 1516, though he is 
not nuiked among the Italian poets of Crescimbeni. 
It il ob&ervtd by Mr. Dunlop,* that he levied hia hea- 
viest contiibutioiu upon the eighty novels of Jerome 
HorHnit a work written in Latin, and printed at 
Naples, in 1620, 4to. ; but now almost utterly un- 
known, from which thirteen are hterally translated 
into die Italian, and many of the rest closely imitated. 

* Sktorj of Fiction, vel. ii. p. 448. 
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TENTH NIGHT, NOVELLA IV. 

In Comoi ft little citjr of Lombardy, not yeiy &r 
from Milan, there once dwelt a citizen of the n&me 
of Andrigetto da Sabbia, whose immense possessions, 
■nrpasaing those of any otbei individual, did not, 
however, prevent him, from adding to them by every 
meana in his power. Being perfectly secnre against 
the attacks of conscience in all his dealings, he was 
never known to suffer remorse for the most unjnsd- 
fiable actions. He was in the habit of disposing of 
the produce of his large estates to the poorer citizens 
and peasantry, instead of selling it to merchants and 
others, who could command ready money ; not fiom 
any charitable motives, but in order to obtain pos- 
session of their little remaining property, still uniting 
field after field to the great possessions he had al- 
ready acquired. It hq^peoed that so great a scarciq' 
began to prevail in the city and its vicinity, that 
many persons actually perished of want, while num- 
bers bad recourse to our old usurer for assistance ; to 
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whom, from tlie nrgent ptessuie of circumstances, 
they were compelled to make over, in return for the 
necemaries of life, such interest as they might poa- 
■ess, either in bouses or lands. The concourse of peo- 
ple in his neighbourhood waa so great as ahnost to 
resemble a jubilee or a public &Ìr. Now there waa & 
certain notary, Tonisto Raspante by name, a most 
notorious and wily practidoner of his art, and more 
aùccessfid than any other of his brediren in empty- 
ing the pockets of the poor TiUagers. He had still; 
however, so much regard for an ancioit law to Co^ 
ifio, relating to nsurious contracts, which required 
tbe-money lent to be counted in the jvesence of pro- 
per witnesses, as to refuse to draw up such instru- 
m«ita as Aodrigetto often directed him to prepare, 
obaenring that they were altogether against the form 
of the statute, and he would not venture to risk the 
pwalty. But such were the overbearing manners of 
the^d miser, and so great was his authority in the 
city, that somedmes threatening him with ruin, and 
at other times bribing him to his purpose, he com- 
pelled ate attorney to obey his commands. The 
time for cohfessing himself being at hand, before 
ptentitmg hhnself at die confessiona], Andrigetto 
took care to Bend to the priest an excellent dinner, 
with as much' of the finest cloth as would make a 
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piir of bose Ibr himself and his servantt annonticiBg 
at th« same time his intention to confeu on tbe ewu~ 
ing d^y, when he thought that he was sure of meet^ 
iag nith a favourable hearing. The priest undertook 
with pleasure the task of absolving from his sins w 
emin<9it and rich a citizen, and received his pcmiteot 
with the utmost cordialif;^. Andrigetto &1I on his 
knees before his spiritual lather, accusing himaelf 
with very little ceremcmy of various sins and enoot 
not fwgetting his usurious and illegal contiactSi all 
which he recounted in the most minute mawei. Ths 
priest, who bad sense enough to peiceive the en<ur- 
mouBDatuieof bis offences^ conceiving himself bound 
to make some represwtations on the subject, ve»- 
tured cert^ gende hints on the impropriety of thew 
repetition, and in the mean while strongly recast 
mending restitution to the injured parties. Iwtead 
of taking this in good part, Andrigetto turned ver; 
sharfdy round upon bis confessor, observing that Iw 
was at a loss to understand what he meant, and that 
he had better go, and return no more, until he had 
teamed how to confess persons in a more ration^ 
manner. The priest, owing his preferment in a great 
measure to Andrigetto, and fearful lest he might 
lose his fiivour altogether, began to retract as wdl m 
be could, gave h'"» absolution, wid then isasottng as 
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d^fat s penance aa peamble, receiTed a floria for hU 
tewtxA, after whicb Andiigetto too^ hip leave, in 
Te»y excellent spirits. 

Not long after thi> ÌBterriew, our old usurer, wMe 
rejoicing in this absolution &om all his sins, fell ill of 
a morf^ distemper, and the physicianB shortly des- 
paired of bis life. His friaids and relatir^ haTing 
gathered lonnd his bed, took the liberty of soggest'* 
jng tbat it was now time to think of a sincere coniéf- 
sio^ to receiTe hia last spiritual consolatioq, ftpd 
make a final arrangement of his aflaits, Lke a gpp^ 
catholic vid a Christian. But the old gentleman, 
fa>TÌng hitherto dcToted all his thoughts and ex- 
ertipiu, both day and night, to the hoarding of hv 
wealth, instead of being at all impressed by the aw- 
fnlnesa of his situation, only replied with great levity 
to their arguments i still amusbg himself witb ar- 
nmging the most trifling concerns, and evincingoot 
the least uoeasiness at his approaching end. Aft«r 
long entreaties and persuasion!), be was at last pre- 
vailed upon to comply with their request, and agreed 
to siunBion to hia iusistance his old agent T«»ù)to 
Raspante, the notary, and father Neofito, his con- 
fe»or. 

On th^ aniTal of these persenages, th^ addKssed 
the patient wift a cheerAil countenance, telling him 
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to keep up his «piriti, for Ùat with God's lielp he 
would soon be k sound man again. Andrigctto only 
replied that he feared he. was too tar gone foi that, 
and that ho had perhaps better lose no time in first 
settling his worldly afiàìrs, and then arranging hia 
ghostly concCTns with his confessor. But the good 
priest, exhorting and comforting him to the best of 
hia ability, advised him first of all to place his BtAa 
trust in the Lord, humbly submitting himself to hia 
will, as the safest means of obtaining a restoradoa to 
he^th. To this, however, Andiigetto replied only 
by ordering seven respectable men to be called in as 
witnesses of his nuncupative last will and testament. 
These individuals having been successively presented 
to the patient, and taken thnr seats, he proceeded to 
inquire from his friend Tonisto, the very lowest charge 
which he was in the habit of making for penning' a 
win. "' According to the strict rules of the profes- 
sion," replied Tomsto, " it is only a florin ; but in 
general the amount is decided by the feelings of the 
testator." " Well, well, then," cried the.patieDt, 
" take two florins ; and set down what I tell you." 
The' notary having invoked the divine name, drew 
out (he preliminaries in the usual manner; bequeath- 
ing the body of the testator to the earth, and his 
soid to the hands of God who gave it, with humble 
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dianks for the many favours vouchsafed by hira to 
im unworthy creature. This exordium being read 
to Awlragetto, he flew into a violent rage, and com- 
nuoded the notary to write down nothing but his 
otra words, which he dictated as followB : " I, Andri- 
getto di Valsabbia, being of sound mind, though in- 
fimi of body, do hereby declare this to be my last 
'w31 and testament : I give and bequeath my soul 
into the hands of the great Satan, the prince of de- 
'vitr." . Hearing these words, the witnesses stood 
'aghast; Rasp&nte'a quill started from the paper, and 
in evident horror and perturbation, be stopped. Look- 
ing the testator very earnestly in the face, he inter- 
posed ; " Ah ! Messer Andrigetto, these are the 
'words of a madraah !" " How !" esclaimed Andri- 
:ge,tto, in a violent passion, " what do you mean? 
-How dare you stop 7 Write word for word as I di- 
rect you, and nothing more ; or you shall never be 
paid for a will of mine : proceed, I tell you." Struck 
.with the greatest horror and surprise, his friends at- 
'teinpted to remonstrate with him, lamenting that be 
■bould make use of language so opposite to hit 
unutl good sense, language which only madmen or 
'bUa{Aemers could be capable of using on sudi a 
' subject, and in so awful a situation as his. " Desist, 
. i£«i," they continued, " for heaven's take, and co»- 
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suit your honour, and the safety of your poor botiI. 
Think of the scandal such a proceeding would bring 
upon your iamily, if you, who were esteemed so pru- 
dent and so wise, were to make yourself an example 
of all that is perfidious, ungrateful, and impious tor 
wards heaven." 

But Andrigetto |«Ìd no further attention to their 
reproaches, than by observing that his business was 
with his attorney, tuid that as he had not yet finished 
hie will, they had better take care what they weve 
about ; oa which there was soon a respectful alence 
throughout the room. He then turned towards his 
attorney, requesting to know, in a voice of siippressed 
passion, whether he was prepared to go on, as he had 
already offered to pay double the usual charge fiir 
his labours. Apprehensive that Andrigetto might 
expire before he had made a disposition of his pro- 
perty, the notary promised to do as he was required, 
more especially when he heard the patient beginuii^ 
to hiccup with the violence of his emotions ; so that 
he was compelled to make a solemn vow to fulfil his 
client's instrucdons. 

" Item," continued Andrigetto, " I hereby be- 
queath the wretched soul of my wicked agent Tojusto 
Raspante, to the great Satan, in-order that it may 
keep company with mjne when it leaves this world, 
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as it shortly must." " The Lord have mercy on 
me!" cried the poor attorney, shacked at the de^ 
solemBity with which these last words were uttered, 
" the Lord have mercy on my soul !" and the pen 
dropped from his hand. " RecaJ," he continued, 
" my honoured patron, recai those wicked words ; 
do any thing but destroy my eternal interests, my 
last, my dearest hopes." " Go on, you rogue," 
cried the testator, " and do not venture to interrupt 
me again ; ^o not tell me about your soul. You 
have your pay, and that is enough ; so proceed 
quickly as I shall direct you. I leave my said at- 
torney's sou! to the devil, for this reason ; that if he 
had not consented to draw up so many false and 
usurious contracts, but h^d driven me from his pre- 
sence as BOOS as I [iroposed them, I should not now 
find myself reduced to the sad extremity of leaving 
both our souls to the king of hell, owing entirely to 
his ehameful cupidity, and want of common honesty." 
The attorney, though trembling at the name of the 
king of hell, yet fearful lest his patron might enter 
into furl^er particulars far from creditable to him, 
wrote as he was commanded. 

" It?m," continued the patient, "T bequeath the 
soul of ^thcT Neofito, my confessor, into the claws 
of Lucifer ; aye, to thirty thousand pair of devils." 
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DO ; I am not quite nich a fool as to do tliat ; so 
pteaae to go on-. Item. To my dear lady Felicia, I 
leave my pretty farm, situated in the district of Co- 
■nacchio, in order to supply herself with the elegan- 
cies of life, and occasionally treat her lovers as she 
has been hitherto in the habit i^f doing, thus prepar- 
ing the nay further to oblige me nith her company 
in the other world ; sharing with us the torments of 
eternity. The remainder of my property, as well 
personal as real, with all future interest and proceeds, 
accruing thereon, I leave to my two legitimate and 
beloved sons, Commodo and Torquato, on condition 
that they give nothing for a single ftaaa to he said , 
lor the soul of the deceased, but that they feast> 
■wear, game» and fi^t, to the best of their ability, 
b order that Ihey may the sooner waste their sub- 
stance so wickedly acquired ; until driven to despair, 
they may as speedily as possible hang themselves. 
And this I declare to be my last will and testamoit. 
as witness all present, not forgetting my attorney." 
Having signed this instrument, and put his seal to it, 
Andrigetto turned away his face, and uttering a ter- 
rific howl, finally surrendered ìùp impenitent soul to 
Pluto. 
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Ohe of the most favourite noveliats of Italy belong- 
ing to the sixteenth century, and the most eite«med, 
with the «ingle exception of Boccaccio, in othar 
countries, next ctaims our attention. Matteo Ban- 
dello was bom at CaBt^uovo, in the district of Tor- 
tona; though his chief residence was at Milan. He 
is there supposed to have produced the greatest part 
of his novels, until, aknned at the frequent re.volu- 
tioDary commotions which agitated that city, then 
a prey to internal discord and foreign violence, he 
sought refuge in the French territories, not far from 
Agen, in company with his friend Cesare FregoBO. 
Here, in the castle of Bassen, be devoted hiniself 
with ardoi to the restoration and revision of various 
productions, which had been either mutilated or de- 
ttftoyed by the ineendiaries who had set fiie to hi» 
house in Milan. It was with dÌ£Bculty, that through 
the medium of some of his frienda, be rescued a por- 
tion of hia novels from the hands of the ruifìans, who 
in ransacking, bis house, found little other spoil than 
the fruits of hia literary labours. On losing bis 
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friend Fregoso, the companion of hia retreat, who 
perished by assassinatioD, he, in the year 1S41, ac- 
cepted the offer of Francia I., of the bishop^ of 
Agen, to which he was accordingly appointed, and 
which be retained until the period of bis death, which 
happened subsequently to the year 1565. It is said, 
but without sufficient foundation, that his life wat 
protracted to the year 1661. His novds first ftp> 
peaied at Lucca, 1564, in quarto. They consist of 
four parts ; the first, second, and third parts contain- 
ing fifty-nine stories, and the fourtìi, twenty-eight: 
■o that Bandelle is to be considered as ranking at 
the same time among the best and the most volami- 
nous of the Italian novelists. The work is dedicated 
to I|^lita SfoTsa, consort of Alessandro Bentin^- 
lio, for whose amusement it is said to have been first 
undertaken ; but she died before it was completed. 
The stories are, for the most part^ rather drawn from 
historical incidents, than from the invention of the 
writer. He addresses them severally to some distin- 
guiabed individual, independant of the general dedi- 
cation ; and he is always anxious to acquaint his 
reader with dre event which gave rise to them, and to 
induce him to heUeve, that they are less imaginary 
than tme. In general, he asserts tliat they are de- 
rived firom stories which he heard related in com- 
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pany, and which he reports as exactly as he can, 
with the conversatioD which led to them. Id regard 
to his style, if he does not deserve to be placed 
amongst the best writers, he is yet beyond medio- 
crity. He has been blamed, not without reason, for 
the inelegance and careleasneas of his diction, and he 
may be considered as inferior in this respect to many 
less celebrated novelists of his day. The same neg- 
Kgeaee is also perceptible in the narration of his in- 
cidents ; as an excuse for which, it has been observed 
by Ecbard, with an amusing simplicity, that we ought 
to rec<^ect that he only undertook to transcribe his 
storks as be beard them repeated from the lips of 
others. The author, however, modestly disclaims 
■11 title to elegance of language, observing, that being 
a native of Lombardy, he was quite ignorant of ate 
beauties of the Tuscan style. His novels have been 
tnuudated into almost every tongue. 



i, Google 



MATTEO BANDELLO. 



PART I. NOVELLA LVII.» 

It is really auperfluoiu, nty noble fìieads and' pa- 
troiu, to use so many kind entreaties, when a single 
word from you would be enough, by way of com- 
mand, to induce me, as you seem to wish, to give 
some account of my most remarkable adveuturai, in 
addition to what you have already heard of my tra- 
vels in Africa. With the manners and Customs of 
the people, as well as with their peculiar reHgious 
opinions, I believe you are now pretty well acquaint- 
ed, insomuch that I no longer need to dwell upon 
these. You are aware that I have been a traveller 
from the time I was a boy of fifteen, when I set out 
from my native city of Genoa, in company with 
* We are told b^ Mr. Dnnlop that the incident of the fflODuch 
ìoàag hig way in the chase, ia aUo rekted in the Fabliaux, u 
well M in many of the old Engliili balladi, and probably had ita 
origin in lome adrentuie of the Caliph Huoun Alnuchid. Tbx 
tale of Bandello a the origin of Lt Rai et li Ftmiir, of M. Se- 
diùne. — HUtay «f FietioH, voLiii.)). 461, 
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Messer KiccoTo Csttanio, wfaoie extensive mercantile 
connexions induced him to visit various parts of Bar- 
haiy. With him I first arrived at the city of Orano, 
situated on the shores of the Mediterranean, and be- 
longing to the kingdom of the same name. Numben 
of the Genoese were accustomed to resort thither, 
and there ia a large place of traffic, named from that 
circuhistance the Lodge of the Genoese. My friend, 
Cattanio, was highly respected there, and even in 
great credit with the king; so much so as to have 
obtained various privilqrea from him, in considera- 
tion of the able and bene6cial manner in which he 
promoted the commerce of his subjects. Residing 
Aere during several years, I acquired an excellent 
knowledge of the language, manners, and peculiar 
practices of the people, when I was at length pre- 
vailed upon to join a party of Oranese merchants, to 
whom I had been recommended, through Cattanio's 
influence, fay tfarir king. They were men of approved 
worth, and of the kindest manners, and with them I 
prepared to make a commercial tour through the 
country, visidng various regions of Africa, in which 
we discovered many great and populous cities. In 
several of these countries we met with seniinsries 
of instruction, with their regular professors of dif- 
ferent sciences, paid and q)pointed by th^ people. 
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There are, moreover, different boa^tals instituted 
for the relief of the impoverished and distressed, 
who ace there suppUed nith a regular subabtence, it 
being a principle of their religion to bestow alms, as 
pleasing in the sight of God. And I solemnly aver, 
that I have met with more instances of true charity 
and kindness from what are termed these uncivilized 
people, than I ever had the good fortune to do among 
those who are called Christians. Among other splendid 
places, I visited a noble city, bnilt in the age of king 
Mansor, who had likewise been supreme pontifex, or 
high priest of Morocco. Some of their national 
chronicles were here exhibited to me, coqiposed in 
the Arabic character, which bore ample witness tp 
the diligence with which they record the moat re- 
markable public events. Being very well versed in the 
language, I amused myself with perusing various 
portions of them ; but more particularly those relat- 
ing to the times of king Slansor. I thence learned that 
among other amusements he was immoderately fond 
of the chase ; and it one day so happened , that being 
on a hunting excursion, he was surprised by a terrific 
storm, which, with irresistible fury, laying waste both 
corn and wood lands, soon dispersed his courtden oa 
all sides, in search of shelter. Mistaking his way, in 
the confusion which ensued, king Mapsor, separated 
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itt Imgth from his companions, wandered through 
the fiffests until nigbt&ll, and such was the tempeg- 
toouB raging of the winds, th&t almost despairing of 
finding shelter, he checked his steed, doubtful which 
my he should ventuie to proceed. From the terrific 
dff'^t^'w" of the sky, relieved only by sheets of flash- 
ing light, shooting across the far horizon, be was 
fèai&I of going fiuther, lest he sbonld incur still 
giester danger, either by riding into pit-falls, or the 
deep marshes bordering the forest grounds. As he 
thn^ stood, liatraJng to the distant thunder, and the 
rsTÌng of the stonn, be stretched his view in vain, to 
disoovcar some signs of human existence ; until, on - 
piooeeding a few mote steps, a Ugbt suddenly ^- 
.peared, at only a shoit distance from him. It was 
fixHU the irindow of a poor fisherman's hut, who 
earned Ms liYelibood by catching eels in the adjacent 
pods and marshes. On hearing the voice of the 
king, who rushed forward with a shout of joy, on be- 
holding a human habitation, the fisherman hastened 
to the assistance of the bewildered trareller, whom 
he believed tohavelosthis wayin thestorm. Inquir- 
ing who called. King Mansor approached near, and 
aitreated faim, if he possessed the least charity, to di- 
rect him. the shortest path to the residence of the 
monar^. " The king's court," replied the poor man, 
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" ia distant from this place above ten long ndles." — 
" Yet I wilt make it worth your trouble, iriend, to 
guide me tKither ; consent to oblige me, and yon 
«haU bave no reaBon to complain," said the king. 
'" Thou^ you were King Manaor himself," returned 
the fì^rman, " who entreated as much, I would not 
venture upon it, at this hour of the night, and ouch 
a night SB this is ; for I should render myself guOty, 
perhaps, fif leading our honoured monarch into de- 
struction. The night is dark, and the waters are out 
aroimd us." — "But why should you, friend, be so 
very solicitous about the safety of tbe king ?"— ;" Oh," 
replied the good man, " because I honour Urn more . 
than I do any one ^e, and love him more than my- 
self, "'-r" But what goodbas he ever done yon?" asked 
the lung, " that you should hold him in such high es- 
teem. Mcthinks you would be rather more comfort- 
' ably lodged and ck>tbed, were you any ^Inordinary 
fkvoorite of his." — "Not so," uuwered the fisher- 
man ; " fór tell me, air knight, what greater iavoiir 
' can I receive firom my honoured king, in my humble 
' sphere, than to be protected in tbe enjoyment of my 
bouse and goods, and the little earnings whidi I 
make 1 All I have I owe to his kindness, to tbe wis- 
dom and justice with which he rules over his sub- 
jects, preserving us in peace or protecting \u ia wki 



DgilizedbvCOOglc 



PAUT I. KOT. LTII. 65 

from t£e inroads of the Arabs, as neU aa all other 
enemies. Even I, a pour fisherman, with a wife and 
litde family, ara not forgotten, and enjoy my poverty 
ID peace. He perraits me to fish for eels wherever I 
please, and take ihem afterwards to the best market 
I can find, in order to provide for my Utile ones. At 
any hour, night or day, I go out, or I come in, just 
as I like, to or fro, in my humble dweHing; and 
tfa^ is not a single person, in all these ne^hbouring 
voods . and . valleys, who has ever dared to do me 
wrong. To whom am I indebted for all this, but 
to him for .whom I daily offer wp my prayers to God 
and our holy prophet to watch over his preservation ? 
But why do I talk, when I see you, sir knight, before 
me, dripping from the pelting of this pitiless storm 7 
Ddgn to come within, and receive what shelter my 
poor cabin will afford ; to-morrow I will conduct you 
to the king, or whoever else you please." 

Mansor now freely availed himself of the invita- 
tion, and dismounting from his horse, sought refuge 
&om the still raging storm. The poor steed, like- 
wise, shared the accommodation prepared tn a little 
ODt-faonse for the good-man's ass, partakingof the 
com and hay. , Seated by the side of a good fire, the 
king was employed in drying himself^ and recruiting 
.his exhausted strength, white the wife ^as busily 

VOL. IIL I 
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ewddng the eels for hìa. royal supper. When the^ 
were aerred, banng a decided distaste for fish, h« 
soraewhat aoxiovaly inquired, whether there was do 
kind of njeat for which he might exdiange them t 
The fwherman »ery honesty declared, that it was 
Ime he had a ahe-goat with a kid ; and perceiving 
that his guest was no unworthy personagei he dir 
.reetly offered to serre it up to table ; which having 
done, he presented the king with those parts gene- 
rally esteemed the best and the moat deUdous. Afìer 
supper, the monarch retiring to hia rustic couch, re* 
posed his wearied limbs, and slumbered until the sub 
was «p. 

At tbe aj^iuted hour he once more mounted his 
steed, attended by his kind host, who now took 
upon himaelf die office of a guide. They had scarce' 
ly proceeded beyond the confines of the marabe^ 
when they encountered several of the king's par^, 
calling aloud in the utmoat anxiety, and searching 
for their royal master in every direction. Unbounded 
was the joy and congratulation of the courtiers on 
thus meeting with him safe and uninjured. The 
king then turning round to the poor fisherman, in- 
formed him that he waa the monarch whom, he bad 
so much praised, and whom be had so humandy.and 
honourablyreceived the fcsc^oing evenings and that 
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he might lelj upon him, th&e liia sii^ular courtesj 
and gopd-iviU should not go unrewiu'd^. 

Now there were ceitain hun(ing-Wg«s wMcb'thé 
king had erected in diose parts tot the cOnveftièiìGé 
which thejr afforded in kii excunions : and several Of 
his nbblea had likewise adorned thè surrounding Coun- 
try with vmous seats and other dneJIiriga, so as id 
give a plying relief to the prospect. With theview 
of bestowing a. handsome remuneration upon the 
good fisherman, the grateful monarch gave orders 
that the poolè and marshaa adjacAit to these dwellings 
should be drained, ite ÙKa circumscribed the li- 
mits of a noble city, comprehending the palaces aiti 
housies already erected, and after conferring upon it 
various rich immunities, by which it shortly became 
both very populous and powerful, he named the place 
Cesar Blcabir, or the Cireat Palace, and presented it 
as a token of his gratitude to the honest fisherman. 

At the period when his sons succeeded to it, no 
city thiou^out the king's dominions was to he com- 
pared with it, in point of splendour and beauty of ap- 
pearance. During the time I remained there, it was 
billed with merchants and artisans of every descrip- 
tion. The mosques were extremely grand, nor were 
the coUeges and hospitals less worthy of admiration. 
As they have but few good wells, the cisterns and 
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Other public omduits are very iaige and numerous. 
The ÌBhabitimts of the places I visited are in ^general 
liberal and kind-heaned men, of simple manners, and 
neat and pUùn in tbór drew and appearance. The 
gardena are at once spacious and beautifiil, abonnd- 
ing in all kinda of fruits, which supply a weeklymar- 
ket, the emporium of all the surrounding country. It 
is situated not above eighteen miles distant ftotn 
Aidla, now called Arzilla, in the possession of the 



Now, simple as the whole of (his story may ap- 
pear, it wiD at least be found to inculcate «ne beau- 
lifìd moral ; it teaches us to behave with courtesy 
towards every one, courtesy being like virtue, its own 
reward, and sure of meeting, sooner or later, as in 
the instance of the poor fisherman, that reward here 
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Ik the castle of Moncaliero, not far from the city of 
Tnrin, diere dwelt a widow lady of the name of 
ZQia Duca, whose consort died before she had at- 
tained her twenty-fourth year. Though extremely 
beaatìfìil, her manners were somewhat abrupt, re- 
semhhng rather those of a pretty rustic, than of a 
polished city dame. Shederotedherselfto the educa- 
tion and future welfare of an only son, between three 
and foar years old, and relinquished all idea of again 
entering into the marriage state. Entertaining some- 
what narrow and aTaridouB views, she kept as small 
an establ&hment as she could, and performed many 
laenial offices, usually left to the management of do- 
mestics. She rarely received or returned visits ; steal* 
ing out on the appointed fasts early in the morning 
to attend mass at an adjoining church, and returning 
hotne in the same private maimer. Now it was a gene- 
ral custom with the ladies in that part of the world, 
whenever strangers happened to arrive at their resi- 
dence, to grant them a salute, by way of welcome to 
theii roof. But the lady of whom we speak, proved 
for once an exception to this general and hospitable 
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rule. For Measer Filiberto da Virle, a gentleman 
and a aoldier of distioguiafaed prowess and esteem, 
stopping at Moncaliero, on his nay to Virle, chanced 
also to attend mass at the same church where Ma- 
donna Zilia wot to be aeen. Charmed with her grace- 
Hd and attractive air, no lew than With the beauty of 
her countenance, lie eagerly inquired who she nas ; 
and. though little pleased with the avaiicioue cbaKae- 
tN which he heard attributed to h«r, he tned in tub 
to efiàce ^e impresntm she had mbde> He putatieidj 
however, his journey to Virie, where, after tAubaot- 
ii^ bis a&its, be resolved to tetrsce his fltq» tn 
MoDcaliero, nofiTeiy &r dlslaM:, and takeuphit re- 
aid^ce there for some- time, Widi thit view he' took 
d houseoot far from the castle, availing hinsetf of 
evary opportnqi^ gf tlftgwing binuelf into tlie lady's 
way, and resolved at all riglts, and whatever migiit be 
the labour^ to induce her to relinquish tlie imaocàftUe 
OMi^t of which she was bcciiBed. 

After feastiog his eyes long and vaùdy in her sight, 
he, ai length, contrived to obtaiii the fessure of an 
introduction; but she bad scarcely spoken tvo words 
to birg, when she excused herself, and reOtatod, i» 
usual, home. In truth she had beensbort with him, 
ahd he felt it in sucJi a way, that he made it strobg 
resolution, which hs slmoat as suddenly broken of 
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' renoBDfùng. all thòn^bti of her for ever. He next 
«disted some of ber own aex, anxoig her mctttind' 
lóatfl acquilntance, to employ their influence vith 
faer, to TUqiush her. obduracy, in order that, after 
having cùried the outworks, he might taie the caetle 
of Moncaliero by atorm. But the enemy was on the 
alert, and aU his efibrta'ptoved abortive. He looked, 
he sighed,. he wrote, he went to mass, he walked 
foefoie and behind die caade, in the woods, by the 
river side, where he threatened to drown himdelf ; 
bdt the lady's heart was more impregnable than a 
rode, harder than every thing except his own fate ; 
for she deigned neither to smile upon, nor to write 
to bun. What should the wretched lover do ? He 
had already lost, his ^«petite, his complexion, and 
hta rebl, besides his heart ;. and really felt very un- 
wffl. Utough i^ysicians were not the peraons to 
prescribe for such a case, they were nevertheless 
C^ed m, ma made him a great deal worse ; for he 
waa now ra^dly advancing towards that bourne, 
from wbiob neither lovers nor travellers r^um ; and 
witbout other fadp, it became very evident that 
the poOT young gentleman would soon give up the 
ghost. 

While bis life hung sus|>ended in tins languishing 
state, one of bis frienda and fellow oSScers, a hq>py 
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fellow from Spoleto, hearing of his'conditioii, came 
posting to his succour, detemuned at least' to be 
in time far hts fonaal, and see that all dne mili- 
tary honours were paid to hia loving spirit. When 
he arrived, Mesaer Filiberto had just stfengtli enough' 
to' teU the story of his love, and the cruel disdain 
of the lady, intending afterwards, as he assured 
his friend, to think no more about it, but quietly 
to expire. His friend, however, having really a re- 
gard for him, and believing be would grow wiser 
as he grew older, strongly dissuaded him ùora the 
latter alternative, obserring that he ought to think 
about it ; that it was a point of honour, on which 
he ought to pique himself, to bring it, like a good 
comedy, to a h^py conclusion. " My poor Filiber- 
to," he continued, " leave the afikir to me, and he as- 
sured you shall speak to her as much as you please." 
— " That is all I wish," exclaimed the patient, with a' 
little more animation, while a slight colour suffused 
his cheek ; " persuade her only to listen to me, and,- 
trust me, I can manage the rest myself. But it is 'all 
a deception. What can yoii do, when I have wasted- 
all kinds of love messages, gifts, oaths, and promises,- 
in vain ?" — " Do you get well ; that is all you have 
to do," returned our Spoletino, " anid leave the riest 
to me." He spoke with so much confidence that the. 
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patient in a abort time grew woiiderfull;f better ; and 
vrheo tbe pb^aician a few days afterwards stepped in, 
be gare himself infinite credit for tbe improvement 
whicb had taken place. Now tbe reader must know, 
dmt tbe wits of Spoleto are renowned all over Italy;: 
tbey are the most loose-tongued rattlers, tbe most 
diligent petitioners for alma, in the mime of St. An- - 
tony ; tbe roost audacious, and slight-of-hand gentry 
in tbe world. They have a very excellent gift of 
talking, and making something out of nothing ; and' 
no'less of persuading people to be of their own opi* 
nion, almost against their will. Nearly the whole of 
diat amusing generation, who are in the habit of get- 
ting through the world, by easing the rich and tbe 
simple of their superfluous cash, who dance upon 
two poles, dole out the grace of Saint Pan], charm 
fhe 'dancing serpents, or sing wicked songs in the 
piiblic streets, will be found to trace their birth to 
Spoleto, 

Messer Filiberto's friend was welt qualified, tliere- 
fóce, as a relation cif these itinerant wits, to assist. 
a brother in distress ; especially in such a dilem- 
niiias'that in whicb our hero fomid himself Consi- 
dering him, at length, sufficiently convalescent, our 
Sp(4etinò fixed upon a sort of travelling pedlar, to- 
finrward the designs he had formed for' the rdief of 
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the unliq^ k>T0. BiibiagfaimÉoaiohai^dMssat, 
he took pDMcasion, for a period, afhu cdlectionof 
mm, oomiating of every aRide moat tempàng to 
a wonua's ejta, ekhet fu«maauitt or fbr use. ThuB 
«medi lie set out in the diiectioB of Donna- Zilia's 
midence, aauouacing Innudf as the old traveUing 
merchant, .with a Greab atq^y of the choicest ^ooda. 
Theee ddioga rcMbiiig die eats of the la^, die sent 
to desire him to call at hn bouse, which he direcdj 
miateà with the utmoat fimiliarily, as if kf ao means 
fbr the Scat time, and addressed her in die most 
courteous language he eoxAA oomtnabd. Then opesi- 
iog his treasures, ahe e^ered upon a rnriew of die 
whole assortmeBt, diaplacuig and midémihiiiig evwy 
tfaing, while she purchased nothii^. At length, fix- 
ing her eyes v^n sosie beautiful veils and ribbons. 
of which she fisaiiil ahe was in want, she- inquired 
bow much he exptcteA for auali very ordinary arti- 
cles ? " If you wiU sell them, good man, for what 
they are really WMth, I will take no less than five- 
and-thiity yards; but if you ask too mudi, I wiD 
not look at them, I will not baTe a single ell." — 
" My lady," replied the &Ibb merchant, " do my veils 
indeed please you ? They are at your service, and 
say nothi^ aa to th« price ; it is already paid. AqA 
not only these, but the whide of thb exedlent amort- 
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.aient js your own, if you wilt l^ut deign to receive 
^" — " Mo, no, not so," cried the lady, " that would 
«tot be Hght ; I thank you, good man ; &ough I cer- 
.tainly should ^e to have thetn at ss low a rate as 
I can. So ask what you please, and I will give 
what I ploue, mi then we shall undmtand one ano- 
fhfei : yoii gain yotu livelihood in this way, and sure- 
ly it would be cruel, however much I might wish it, 
to take than for nothing. So deal fairly with me, 
and I will give you what I think the goods are r^y 
«nurth."— " Bat, your Jadyship» please you," i^Ued 
ilie wary merchant, " I shall consid^ it no loss, but a 
fivouT, if you will condescend to receive them, under 
tM conditions at all. And I am sure, if yon posseA ^ 
eonrteoas a mind as your face betokens, you «^ ac- 
ee{rt these trifles, presented toyouoothe past 6f one, 
who would gladly lay down, not only his whole jlro- 
perty, hot his life at your feet." At these words the 
hdy, ^' blushing celestial rosy red," eyed the nxHvhant 
kèeidy for a moment ; " I am astonidied to he» you 
tidk thos'; and I insist upon knowing who you really 
aie. Xhere is some mystery in all diia, andlamra- 
dier inclined to think you must have mistaken the 
persFm to whom you speak." The merchant, how- 
«irat, not in the least abashed, bemg-a native of Spo- 
kto, acquainted her in tb^ mildestnnd most flattering 
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termt, with the long and pustoiute attachment enter- 
tained fòr-ber by poor Meiser Filiberto, and the deli- 
cacy with which he had concealed it until the very 
last. Handsome, accompliahed, rich, and powerfìil, 
he was prepared to lay all hii extensire seignories 
at her feet, and account himsdf the most fortunate 
of mankind. In short, he pleaded so eloquently, 
and played his part so well, that she at length, 
after a pretty long resistance, consented to see- his 
fiiend. He then hastened back to Messer Filiber- 
to, who overwhelmed him with the most rapturous 
thanks, and lost no time in preparing to pay a visit to 
his beloved, who received him at the appointed hour 
in the drawing-roonr of her own house. There was 
a single maid-serrant in her company, who sat at 
work in a recess, so tliat she could scarcely overhear 
their discourse. 

Bending lowly before her, Messer Filiberto ex- 
pressed his deep sense of the honour she had conierred 
' en him, and proceeded in impassioned terms to rdate 
the orij^n and progress of bis affection, bis almost un- 
exampled sufferings, and the sole hope which siJU ren- 
dered his life supportable to him. He further assured 
her, that his gratitude would be eternal ; in propor- 
tion to the amount of the obUgations under which 
■he laid bim. The sole reply which be received to 
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his r^óited and èainest ptotestatioiu, was, that she 
woB mohed to remain ikithful to the memory of 
ber depsried' consort, and devote herself to the edu- 
cadon of her only son. She was, moreover, graite- 
ibi for his good opinion, though she was sure he 
could not &il to meet with ladies far more beautiful 
and moie worthy of his regard. Finding that all his 
effiirts proved quite fruitless, and that it was im> 
possible to make any impression, he threw himself 
oncejuore at her feet, with tears in his eyes, declar- 
ing that, if she possessed the cntdty to deprive.hùn 
of all hope, he should not long survive. The lady 
remained sQent^ and Messer Filiberto then summon- 
. ing his utmost pride and fortitude to his aid, pre- 
pared to take bis leave ; beseeching her only in the 
conmion couttesy and hospitality of the country, to 
.grant him in refum for his long love and sufferings, 
A sin^ kiss, which, against all social laws, she had 
befijfe. denied him ; although it was generally yielded 
to aQ dangers who entered an hospitable roof. ".I 
wish,", replied Donna Zilia, " I knew whether your 
. .afibction for me is so strong as you pretend, for dien, 
if you will but take avow to observe:one thing, I 
will grant ^lat you require. I shall then believe I am 
jfuly beloved, but never till thenJ" The lover eagerly 
^nore-to xibserve the conditions she. should impose. 
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and Beùed the prììx of tbe promb^ Ire hftd gÌTcnJ 
" Now, Signor FUiberto," exeUtmod the lady, ** pe- 
pare to-ezecÉte the cruel «entence I Bball imiwM. 
It is ray tìB and pleuure that you no loii|ter tniti>)le 
mc with amb entreaties for the fiitiue, M leait for 
some tmie; and if f<ni aire a true knight, jron/wiOooi 
again unsesl your lips fbr tbe space of direejeaia-" 
Tlie lover naa gieally lurpAed and shockedi on 
hearing so hanfaand unjast a'sentence ; thon^ at Óit 
same time, he signified his sabmissiaii'brF bur ulence, 
mefdy nodding hia assent. ' Soim after, makàig the 
lady a low bov, hetot^ his departure fbr hia omi 
residence. There, taldng the affair info faiirmut 
serious consideration, heat last came to -die 'fìxnlie- 
aohition of subinitting to thia very severe penalty, as a 
pnnidnneirt, at least, for his fcily^ m so lightly sport- 
ing widt his oath. Suddenly, then, h€ becanicf dombi 
and ftigning that he had met with some 'acieidait, 
he set out from Honcaliezo, tte hia retain to Viriti 
His friends, os iindinghim in this sad eondtdoé) ex- 
pressed the utmost tanqwaiid aur^^idev; lmt,"8S-he 
lebtined hi» uanal dieerfìilne», and sotse ènon^'lo 
ccndoct his om afltnn^ tfaey conieapW i deg widt faita 
as wdl at if he hiid retained dK-nine parts atvpeéèi. 
Connmtting hit eSàirs éo Uic sondoct of hia atèiflad, 
a diatant relation,' in whom he had the highest coafr- 
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deoce, be/detemnnelia set out on ji'toiir'Ibr France, 
to b^tiil^ if .poniblt, tke. irkiomeneu of hù òìma 
atioD. 0{ àoiexixaaeij faandadne penoOf ftnd'poflt 
weatiaginotìs indiropoiin^ roaxmetsi tiheJnnfortune 
ttudar .which, be^peuwd to labourr%aft'dòiiU.f tìe* 
grettad, .whsrexegr oiirjhno:iiiBdeEiis S|i|ieéianoei 

Abwit tlie.padi9d of hia Birivsl in^France, Charlea^ 
the sesenth. ofithat nanwt was eng&ged in a warm 
and aangniairy: ytbe agnàati the Engliah, sdempting 
to reoover: poBMukmr of Ae donmÙRis ' which bii 
predeoes^m had loat. Having skeady driTBii' them 
6om Gasconjr and o&er parta, he was butily ^pte* 
panng -.to. follow up-Jiis suBcanea in Nornund^i On 
smnngBtdiiaaauTaign's coart,'MasBsr FUibeTtó had 
the good ^ÓEtimet» find eeveral of hÌB<fTÌendaaiiKaig 
the bwaas «nd camlien in tl» king^s serrice, from 
wh(iin.hpe ^ flrienced.a:Tery kind'reCTption, ìAnài 
wsu rather cnhaaeed I9 Jlwtri knowtedge- of die criid 
inisfortiiiie imden which he laberiued.. Butaa it was 
notofau^afiameaa to àneapaàtatehmtibi battle) 
he made sjgps.that he wiihed to«nterÌBtn thelking*» 
body, .ginada ; and bekig-a knight 'of wdl knonni 
pn>WMBt-thi»resohition wBsmiKh^pÌBoàad, Boleas 
by bia nK^eat; 'than by ali ■ hia . fiienda. ibimg 
equippedhiniB(Jfiaaauitafa)ffmBanec4bea«coMp>u>iri 
a divnioa of the ^nay. iiUcndsd to cviy Bouen by 
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asianlt. ^ere he pecformed such feats of strength 
and heroic Talonr in the presence of the king',, as to 
excite the great»t admiration ; aad on the third at- 
tack the place was carried by storm. His majes^ 
afterwards inquiring more particularly into the history 
of the valiant knight, and learning that he was one of 
the lords of Virle, in Piedmont, instantly confierred 
upon him an office in his royal household, and pre- 
sented him with a large sum of money as an encou- 
ragement to persevere, in the. noble career, he had 
commenced, observing, at the same time, that he 
trusted sotne of his physicians would be enabled to 
remove the impediment in his speech. Our hero, 
smiling at this observation, expressed his gratitnde 
for these royal favours as well as.he could^ . shakmg 
his fist at the same time, in token that he wotdd 
punish his majesty's adversaries. Soon after, a sharp 
skirmish occurred between the French and the ene- 
my fbr the possession of a bridge. The affidr be- 
coming serious, and the trumpets sounding to arms, 
the king, in order to encourage his troops, galloped 
towards the spot i Talbot, the commander of the 
English forces, was already there, and had nearly 
obtained possession of the bridge. His majesty mia 
in the act of encouraging his soldiers, when Messer 
Filiberto,, on his black chaiger, passed him at full 
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'q>eed with his company. With his lance in rest, be 
rode ibll at the horse of T^bot, which Tell to the 
ground. Then seizing his huge club, and followed by 
liis coippanionB, be. made, such terrible havoc among 
tbe. English, tbat, dealing death in every blow, he 
portly dispersed (Lem on all sides, and compelled 
^epi to abandon their position on the bridge. It was 
with difficulty that their commander himself efibcted 
his escapei.wbile king Charles, following up his suc- 
cfSQ, in a. sb<Hrt thne obtained possession of the whole 
of Normandy, 

Qn this, Dccasion the king returned public thanks 
to thiC, heroic Filibeg, and in tbe presence of all the 
first. nobility- of his kjngdom,.inve8ted:himmth the 
comnund. of. several. castles, with a hundred men at 
a^ns.to attend him. He now stood so high in,&vour 
St court, that the raonaricb spared no expense to obtain 
ihe.first professional, advice that could be found in 
eTe;ry country, wjtb the hope of restoring him to the 
use of .speech ; aiid,,aiier hol<^ng a. solemn tourna- 
ment in honour of! the French victories, he proclaimed 
a .reward, of ten thousand francs to be paid to any 
pbypician,. or. other, person, who should be fortunate 
eni^b;to, discover the .means .of restoring the use of 
speech .to^a dumb cavalier,' who had losjt .his voice in a 
singleji^t.. Thefiimeof;this reward reaching aafar 

vol» HI, o 
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M Italy, iOMoy adventorers, induced by the bc^ of 
gaÌD, BaDìed forth to tiy theii skill, however vainly, 
■inoe it vru impowible to make him ipeak agaiott 
hia will. Incenaed at obaerving such a conconne of 
people at his court, under the pretence of perfonn- 
ii^ experiroeRtB on the dmnb gentleman, until the 
iriiole upitol becaUw infested with quacks, hi» ma- 
jesty ordered a fresh proclamatici to go forth, alatila 
that whoever undertook to efibet Ae cure, ^old 
henceforth, in case <^ failing to perform what he pro- 
)iuBed, be put to death, unleas he paid down die Bum 
of ten thousand francs. The good effect of ^ re- 
gwlation was quickly perceived, in the diminutioa of 
pretenders to infallible euree, fbw caring to riak tbdr 
fortunea or their livei, in ease of their inability to pay, 
ibeugh they had before been ao liberal of their repd- 
tation. When the tidings of Messer EHiberto'a good 
fbrtane and fevour at the French king's court reached 
Honcaliero, D(»ma Zilia, imagining dtat hia con- 
tinBed silence must be solely owing to the vW ke 
had taken, and the time being at lengUt nearly es* 
pired, fancied it would be no very bad speci&tioii 
to secure the ten thousand francs fbr herself. Not 
doubting but that hia love remained' atffi warm and 
constant, and that she re^y possessed the art of re- 
moving the dumbness at her Measure, she (esotved 
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to lose no timeinMniiig off directly fiir Fari*, where 
Ae ma introduoed to tbe connBÌ«uoiien appointed 
to prende over MeMer FiUberto's case. " I am come, 
mj kvds," she obserred, " hearing that a gentleman 
of the Goart baa for aome tane past iost his speecli, 
to restore to Inn Ùiat invalubie feculty, possosing 
fi» that purpose some secret renaedies, which I trust 
«rill jvore ^cacious. In the course of a fortni^t 
he win probahly be one of the moat eloqnent men 
M court ; and I am quite wiJJing to ma the risk of 
die peoahy, if I peifiirm not my engagement as re- 
quiied. There mutt, bowever, be no witness to my 
piQceedings ; the patient must be eatrtisted en^r^y to 
ne. I shoald not like every pretender to obtain & 
Inonledge of Ae secret I possess; it is oncwldch will 
TCKpiire the tUmostait initszjqilicatian." R^oieed te 
be» her speak with so Much confidence on the subject, 
the aomnnssiofiera imnediatdy despatched a message 
to Hesser Filiberto, Ki&inmDg Ub» that a bdy bad just 
•nived tnet Piedmoolv boBstm^ that ^e ceuM per- 
tana whM the most leaned of the &;ulty in France 
faad&Sedtodavfa^restasingthednmbtaspeesb^ The 
answH to ^ia, was an invitatiim to vnat upon our 
JtefD at his orna residence,. wbeBherecDgnBed the 
cruel faooly vAo had impose^ so severe a pmanoe, 
and ccnehided at the ammt tune that she bad undcr- 
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taken the journey, not'ont of any afiection for him, 
but with the most mercenary views. Reflecting on 
hia long sufierings and unrequited affection, his love 
was suddenlfconvertedintoa strong; desireof revenge: 
he therefore came to a determination of still playing 
the mute, and not deigning to exchange a single word 
with her, merely bowed to her politely at a distance. 
Afìèr some momenta' silence, the lady, finding that he 
had no inclioadon to speak, inquired in a gentle tone 
whether he was at a loss to discover in whose com- 
pany he was ? He gave her to understand that he 
knew her perfectly well, but that he had not yet re- 
covered his speech, motioning, at the same time, with 
his fingers towards his mouth. On this she infonsed 
him that she now absolved him from his row, that 
she had travelled to Paris for that purpose, and that 
he might talk as much as he pleased. But the dumb 
lover, only motioning bis thanks, still continued as 
silent as before ; untQ the lady, losing all patietice, 
very fi-eely expressed her disappointment and displea- 
sure. ' Still it availed her nothing, and feariiil of the 
consequences to herself, if he persisted in his unac- 
countable obstinacy, she had at length recourse to 
caresses and concessions, which, whatever advantage 
he chose to take of them, proved ultimately as 
fruitless to restore his ^oquence, as every other 
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means. The t^rs and prayers of die lady, to prevail 
upon him to speak, became now. doubly clamorous; 
while she- sorely repented her former cruelty and 
folly, which bad brought her into the predicament 
of ibrfejting either ten thousand francs or her hfe. 
Sbe would immediately have been placed under a mi- 
litary^guard, bad it not been for the intercession of 
the dumb gentleman^ who made signs that they should 
desist. The penalty, however, was to be enforced ; 
but the lady, being of an excessively avaricious turn, 
resolved rather to die than to furnish the prescribed 
sum, and thus deprive her beloved boy of aportion of 
bis. inheritance. When reduced to this extremity, 
MeBser Filiberto, believing that upon the whole he had 
sufficiently revenged himself, took compassion upon 
her sufierings, and hastened to obtain an audience of 
the king. He entreated as a special favour, that his 
majesty would remit the fine, and grant liberty to her, 
as well as to some other debtors, which, in the utmost 
surprise, at hearing the sound of his voice, the king 
promised to do. He then proceeded to inform bis ma* 
jesty of the whole history of his attachment to the 
Ittdy, and the strange results by .which it had been 
attended to both parties, though fortunately all bad 
ended well. M^ser Filiberto then hastened to bold ah 
audience with the lady, seriously proposing to give her 
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s little good advice ; and dw wat quite u much re- 
jmoed aa bia m^est;, vrlien Ae fint heard him speak. 
"You may recollect, madam," he otwerred, " that 
■ome time ago, when at Moncaliero, I expressed the 
most ardent and constant attachment to you ; an at- 
tachment which I did not then think that time could 
have ever diminished. But your ctMiduct io cheat- 
ing me into the vow of silence, and your cruelty to 
nw, aa well before that time as since, have wrought 
a complete change, in my sentimenta towards you. 
1 have acquired wealth and honours; I stand high in 
the favour of my monaicb ; and having, I thijik, taken 
ample revenge upon you, by the fears aqd trouble 
you have experienced, I have not only granted you 
your liberty and your life, but ordered you to be 
freely aui^Ued with every convenience and fiicility tar 
your return home. I need not advise you to om- 
duct yourself in future with caie and prudence ; in all 
the economical virtuea you are routed to be unri- 
valled; but I would venture to hint, that from the 
example I have in this instance afforded you, you 
will be more cautious how you sport with the fbdinga 
of those who love you, as it is an old saying, that the 
wily are oSten taken in their own nets." He then pro- 
vided her with an honourable escort, and money to 
defray her expenses ; while he himself, not long afler. 



,i.z.iit,,Cooglc 



PABI UI. KOV. X. 87 

received tbe hand of a youDg beauty of the court, 
bestowed upon him by hia royal master. By thb 
union he received an acceasion of serera] caalles and 
domains, and sent for hia witty young friend from 
Spoleto, to share with him a portion of his prosperity. 
Still retaining hii &voui at court, upon tbe death (tS 
C^iarkft Vllq he continued to enjoy tbe same a^ 
poiiUmeutfl, and the same inflnence, under Lewis XI. 
hia Bucceaaor. 
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Ik tbe dme of Lodovico Sforaa, the unfortunate 
Duhe of Milan, there was kept, among other living 
curiosities in the ducal palace, a large and beautiful 
ape, whose amueing yet harmless manners, tail of 
practical jests and witticisnis, had long obtained Ar 
him the liberty of going at large. Such indeed nai 
his reputation for prudence and good conduct, that 
he was not merely permitted the range of the nhole 
palace, but frequently visited the outskirts, in tbe vi- 
cinity of Maine, of Cusano, and San Giovanni, and 
was not unfrequently seen conversing with some ■ 
friend upon the walla. In fact most people were 
eager to shew their respect for him by presenting 
biro with finita and other dainties, no less from re-- 
gaid to his ducal patron, than to his own intrinsic 
merits. The singular pleasure he affi>rded to all 
classes of society, by his happy talents of various 
kinds, was always a sufficient passport from place to 
place. But his favourite resort, among many others, 
was tbe house of an ancient gentlewoman, situated 
in the parish of San Giovanni, upon the walls; where 
he cultivated the society of her two sons, one of 
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whom in particular, though at the bead of a familjr, 
invariably received hie monkey guest in the most 
amiable manner, making him as much at home as if 
he bad been the lady's ikvourite lap-dog. These 
young meo, perceiving their aged mother amiised 
with the animal'a linequaJled exhibitions of his art, 
■vied "With each other in' paying the most gratifyiiig 
■tte&tions to his monkeyahip ; and would certainly, 
bad be not happened to have been ducal property, 
either have purchased or stolen him, merely out of 
T^ard to their mother. The whole household, like- 
wise, received orders to treat him with the aaine 
invariable kindness and respect, studying what ap- 
peared modt agreeable to his taste, so as to give him 
an affection for the old lady's hoiise. This last mo- 
tive weighed so greatly with' his apeship, that he al- 
most deserted his other neighbours, in order to enjoy 
more of the society of these very agreeable friends ; 
although he was careful to return to his own ducal 
residence at the castle in the evening. During this 
time the aged lady becoming very infirm, no longer 
left her chatnber, where she was affectionately at- 
tmded by her whole family, who supplied her with 
every alleviation in the power of medical advice to 
bestow. Thither, occasionally, our facetious hero 
was- also introduced fbr the purpose of awakening 
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a amile on the wan ftaUrcs of tJie patieot, by ìàa 
Btnngc «nd annuing huoukts, recedving Mine de- 
licate moneb in retum ftom the poor lady'a ona 
hand. Aa he poaaeaaed a natural taate, in conunon 
wUh moat of hia laee, for every kind of sweets, he 
was in the habit of beaieging the tdd lady's room 
with great peraererance and MSÌdiuty, feaatìng up- 
on the beat con&cdonary with &x higher seat than 
the poor patient heis^. Worn out at kngth, hty 
long infirmities and age, ihe soon aRet d^arted this 
world, having Giat with becoming piety confeaaed her* . 
Èfù£, and received the holy aacraments of our ehiKch, 
with the commonion and extreme unction at the final 
close. 

While the funeral ceremonies were prepazing, and 
the last offices rendered to the deceased, the mon- 
key aj^cued to pay remarkable attentian to aU 
thatwaa going forward. The corpae being dreased, 
and placed on the Amerai bier, the holy aiaterhood 
then attended with the usual ceremooiei, ofibring up 
hymns and area to the Virgin for the soul of the 
deceased. The body was afterwards borne to tKe 
polish church not bx distant, not unobserved by the 
monkey, who watched the procession depart. But 
he soon turned his attrition to the state of things 
around him ; and aflei feasting on the cake and mne, 
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being a little debated, he began to'empty the boxei 
and drawers, and examine the coments. Haring 
obaoTcd the deceased in hei lut habiliments, and 
the Ibnn of hei head-drets when she was laid out, 

, the àcetions spc immediately began to array him- 
self in the cast-off ^rments, exactly in the man- 
ner he had witnessed ; and so perfect was the re< 
nmblance, tbat when he had covered himself up in 
bad, the physician himself would have been puz- 
zled (O detect the cheat. Here the false pati«it 

' lay, when the domestics entered the chamber ; and 
suddenly perceiring the monkey dius dexterously 
laid ont, they ran back .in the utmoat terror and 
surprise, bdierìng that they bad really seen either 
the corpae or the spirit of die deceased. Afier re- 
CoreriBg sufficient presence of mind to ^»eak, they 
declared, as they hoped to he saved, that they had 
seen their mistress iquning i^n her sick couch 
as uauaL On the return of tlie two brothers with 
ami friends and relatires from church, they di- 
rectly resolved to ascend in a body into the dck 
chamber ; and night already af^noaching, they all 
ftlt, in spite of their affected indifference, an un- 
[Jesaant sensation on entering the room. Drawing 
near the bed-aids, they not only fimded they saw 
and heard a pwson breathe, but obaerving the co- 
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Terin^ move, as if the patient were about to spring 
froin the couch, they retreated with the utmost 
precipitatici and alarm. When they had recovered 
their spirita a little, the guests requested that a priest 
might be s«it for, to whom, on his arrival, they pro- 
ceeded to explain the case. Oa hearing the nature 
of it, the good friar, bemg of a truly prudent and 
pious turn, .despatched a person back for his clerk, 
with orders to bring him the large ivory crucifix, and 
the illuminated psalter. These, with the help of 
holy water, the wafer, and the priest's stole, were 
judged a sufficient match for the devices of the Evil 
One ; and thus armed, repeatiug the eevea psalms, 
with due ejaculations to the Virgin, they once more 
ascended the stairs, the clerk, in obedience to the 
friar, bearing the huge ivory crucifix at their bead. 
He. had previously exhorted the brothers to have no 
fears for the final salvation of their parent, as the 
number and excellence of her confessions were an 
efiectual preservative against the most diabolical ef- 
forts of the adversary. He maintained that there 
was not the least cause for alarm, for what the ser- 
vants had beheld were merdy Satanic illusions, which 
he had frequently been in the habit of dispelling 
with singular success ; and .that having made use 
ofbis exorcisms, he would then bless thebouse, and. 
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with the Lord's help, lay such a curse upon the bad 
spirits, as would deprive them of the least iDclinatión 
to. return. 

When they arrived at the cbamber-door, all the 
guests, in spite of these encouraging exhortations and 
thè sprinkling of holy water, drew back, while the 
bold friar ordered bis clerk to advance in the name 
of the Lord ; which he did, followed only by bis su- 
perior. Approaching the sick bed, they perceived 
.Mònna Bertuccia, our facetious ape, lud out as we 
have said, in perfect personification of the deceased. 
After mumbling some prayers, and flourishing the 
fross in vain, for some time, they began to enter- 
tain' doubts of their success, though at the same time 
they felt ashamed to retreat^ So sprinkling the holy 
water with a more liberal hand, crying: "Aderge» me, 
domine; aiperges me;" they compUmented the ape 
wifh'a porUtm of it in his &ce. Expecting upon this 
to be next saluted with a blow of the huge cross, he 
suddenly began to grin and chatter in so horrible a 
manner,, that the sacred vessel fell from the. priest's 
bands, and the clerk at the same time dropping the 
crucifix, they both fled together. Such was their 
haste, that they stumbled, one over the other, down 
the stairs, the priest falling upon his clerk, when they 
reached the bottom. 
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On bearing the sudioi cnah, ud the terrified ex.- 
cUmatioQB of tht good friar, " Jemit, Jemu, Donmne, 
adjma me" the brothers, followed by the re« of the 
party, riubed towards the spot, eageriy ■quiring 
what dreadful accident bad occinred. Both of the 
hcdy pemnagea gaaed on the guests, without being 
able to ntter a word ; but tbeir pallid looks spoke 
Tcduntes sufficient to answer all demanda. The poor 
cleik tainted away, no less firom excess -of fear disp 
from the terrible &11 he had just received. Havii^ 
obliged both to partake of some mtwatives, die 
priest at length snmnioned courage eaough to say : 
" It is true, my dear children, I have indeed seen 
your poor departed mother in the fbnn of a fierce 
demon;" wbc» just as be had finished tliese words, 
the cause of all tbeii disturbance, desirous of securmg 
the rentnants of the feast, was heard approaching at 
a pretty brisk and clattering pace down die unlnc^ 
stairs. Without giving any of the party time W 
discover a fresh [dace of refuge, or eren to prt^aue 
thdr minds for hia ree^doti, be booticed sKddmiy 
into the room» armed cq>-à-pie, in the fearful pettx- 
coats oi the deceased. His head was dressed to a 
nicety exactly in the same manna as the old lady's, 
and his whole body ve^ decendy arrayed in bee tue 
habiliments. He placed himself in the nndat of d» 
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company, all a( whom stood rooted to the spot, ulatt 
and aweHttricken, snaitìng the dreadfiit scene tint 
tnigbt enme. The wrinklea in his countenance cer- 
tainly bore no small resemblance to tbote in tbe fea- 
tures of Ae deceased, to whidi bis very smons de- 
meanour added not a little. Yet after a few leciet 
gacnlations for dirioe protectit» on the part of the 
gnests, the fiKetions visitor was soon recognised by 
one of the brodiers, tbe only person who had po>- 
■Msed conrage to look the monkey in the face, on his 
sudden entrance into tbe room. Momentary prayers 
and exclamations were tb«i as suddenly converted 
into bursts of laughter; and in a few minutes, tbe au- 
thor of all their sufferings began to resume the usual 
hilarity of bis disposition, to «chibit hia best ma- 
noeifvres in the salde art, and with the greatest po- 
liteness, severally to accost the company. He evinced, 
however, tbe utmost aversion to disrobing himself of 
his new honours, snapping at any one who ventured to 
approach him, while he performed bis antics in tbe 
ablest and most whimsical manner. In fuU dress be 
thus set out on bis return to the castle, meeting with 
reiterated plaudits, as be passed along the streets. 
In this state, he was welcomed home by the domes* 
tica of the castle, producing infinite diversion among 
the courtins, and all those who witnessed his ex- 
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ploiti. Nor. did the, two brothen punish hira for his 
involnntary fault ; rather kindly pennitting. him to 
return to. his old haunts, . where be feasted and &o- 
licked away his days, until he attained to a happy 
and mpectable old age. 
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Oduno the period of iny captivity Bmong the Tuiks, 
which Gondnued more than forty years, I vras coiIt 
ducted by difierent masters mto various places,. more 
especially througbout Greece, whose most ^idi and 
béaulìKil regions are subjected to the Mahometan 
sway. It was there that I met with an instance, 
which may be enumerated with adTantage amongst 
the most celebrated stories on record, of the coura- 
geous «mduct of noble ladies, at difierent periods of 
history. The tnddent, of which Lam about to speak, 
■lose out of the siege of Goccino, situated in .the . 
island of LemnoB, invaded at that time by the Turkish 
anoament from the Egean sea. Having, in vain atr 
tempted to storm Lepanto, all the efforts of the.in- 
fidds were now directed against the walls of Goccino, 
which were battered with such united strength, and 
fiuy, that one of the chief gates at length falling 
with a loud crash, the Turks rushed. exuldngly foir 
ward to secure their entrance. This was as bravely 
diluted by the Venetian aoldiers, assisted by the in* 
habitants, and even by the. women of the place, who 
vied with each other in risking their lives, in order 
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to avoid the ontragea of the Mahometan soldiery. 
There was a certain narrior named Demetrius, a na- 
tive of the town, who ^Jisdsgiushed himsdf on this 
occasion above all ìae comrades, by the fearless valour 
with whidi he confronted the fiercest of the ^temj. 
Standing the very foremost tnao, and hurling the in- 
fidels back from the gate widi incredible fitrmgth and 
prowess, the gateway was already Iwtf-blocked i^ 
with thè riain, asd be still continued to-exlvrt his 
countrymen tofhe fi^it, until, pierced with a thouaand 
WKHtnds, he &11 iqwn tlie dead bodies of his enenùu. 
Among the women who di^syed 1^ counge of 
the bixrest wsiniors, was a daughter of this heco, 
who, in the «ct of oieouraging the soldiers to foQow 
to har fttber's resoie, witaessed his &11. She vras of 
a DoUe and imposing figure, imd though onfy in her 
twentieth year, evinced the utmost fortitude und^ 
the penis whi^ surrounded ber. Hec name w« 
Marnila, and she was no Inai «tnk^^ be^Udtid 
than intrepidly courageous. InMead of yielding Jwr- 
sdf up la lamentatiaBs wd dei^air, on bebidding dit 
faecoic &te of her sire, she exhvrted his feUow«)t»- 
tena ts revenge his deaUa, md, segnng his swoid, 
led them forward with tncraasedakergyte the AtMcfc. 
Wnài ihe Ti^ of a iuagry lioness, fringing nfoa a 
bsrd of cattle, Ae ieH i^n the jiaareM «f iier fbea. 
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dealing d«Mfa on all sides, in the name and widi the 
tfitit of her ftdier. In the enthusiasm of the mo- 
ment, nnmben of her own sex, foUottSng her ex- 
amj^, encouraged the soldiers to make fresh exer- 
tioHB ; and such was the impression produced by this 
conduct that the iuTaders were speedily overpowered, 
and driven to take refuge in their ships. Those who 
had not the good fortune to escffpe, were indiscrimi- 
mUeiy put to the sword, and thus, by the heroic ex- 
amjde of a single woman, the chief cit; and the whole 
iiltod of LeninoB were relieved from die invasionof the 
jnfldda. I was mys^ told by their commander Mor»- 
beCGO, oite of their most able and distinguished cap- 
tains, during the lime 1 whs a prisoner at Constanti' 
Dople, when he wa* giving an account of this desperate 
engagement, that as soon as he bdield the Girecian 
heroine rushing amidst the thickest of his troops^ be 
Mt as if all his former eonrage and confidence had 
fonaken hhn ; a circnmstance which he never recol- 
lected to have happened to him, during the aumé- 
roDS battles and campaigns in which he had been en- 
gaged. On the liberation of the island, Antonio 
lioredano, the Venetian admiral, arriving with a 
E^ODg force, and hearing of the extraordinary ex- 
{doiU of the maiden Marulla, immediately requested 
to be iDttodnced to her, when he expressed thegreat- 
H 2 
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est admiration, both of hèr , conversation and appear- 
ance. In presence of the 'Verietiati soldiers and the 
cidsens of Goccino, he next bestowed the highest 
praises on her unequalled generosity and heroism, 
ber filial affection and other vir^ea, for all of which 
ahe was so proudly distinguished. He then preteal- 
ed her with several rich gifts on the part of theie- 
public, and his example was immediately tblbwed 
by the commanders of àie different galleys, and by 
tbepeople of the island, who vied with each' other in 
1a)nng their contributions at her feet. When more 
than suJBcient for a handsome marriage portion 'had 
been collected, the admiral proceeded to address the 
young heroine in the fcrflowing words : " Most exctl- 
lent and noble lady, in order to convince you of the 
■incerity with which our Venetian senate is ever in' 
clined to honour real wordi, in whichever sex it may 
bC'found, and'to display its gratitude for the oUiga- 
tions conferred upon it, I have here offered you these 
shght tokens of its regard. Deign to accept them 
as an earnest only of higher rewards; when I shall 
have forwarded to our noble senators a more parti- 
cular account of the splendid actions you have par 
formed in defence of their territories, and of the 
country to which you owe your birth. In the mesn 
time, bright aitd beautiful as you are brave, should 
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yon jdeign to cast your eye on the first and proudeit 
of your couotrymeo, who have combated at yimr 
side, be assured that he will feel himsdf honoured by 
such a preference, and that his interests will be nobly 
promoted by our senate of Venice I" 
. In returning her grateful thanks to the admiral 
and the Venetian republic, for the generous conside- 
ratioa of her poor services, the maiden heroine, in 
reference to the last article of their proposals, re- 
plied, that high as she estimated true bravery, it was 
by no nieaiw superior physical courage and daring 
deeds in man which constituted his highest claims to 
ber regard. These, witbout the still nobler attributes 
of an intellectual and moral character, were nearly 
worthless in her eyes ; whra destitute of those vir- 
tues which embellish an unstained and upright life, 
and produce great and honourable actions. 

Repeated plaudits and commendations from all 
ranks of people, immediately followed this truly 
noble and beautiful reply ; the admiral afterwards 
declariag, that [he innate worth and wisdom exhibit- 
ed in her language uid demeanour, had not merely 
surpassed his expectations, but deserved to be com- 
pared with the happest instances of feminine excel- 
lence and accomplishments, recorded in the annali 
cither of Ctreece or Rome. 
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An accurate and eloquent account of the wbole of 
thÌB interesting icene wai Portly after despatched 
to tile noble senators of Venice, wlio entering upon 
a consideration of the lingular merits of tlvir hit 
champion, not only decreed that her espousals ahonM 
be splradidly prorided for, and celebrated by the re- 
public, but that numerous privileges and exemptjcm 
Irom the public burden» imposed upon her felleir 
subject*, should be likewise secured to her and to her 
chiMren fer erennore. 
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This noveliBt was die son of the distinguished sculp- 
tor and architect, Jacopo Ssiisovino; and nas born 
at Rome in the year 1521. Pope Julius III. is said 
to have officiated as his sponsor, at the sacred font. 
He was first brought up to the profession of tlie law ; 
bat as lie had no inclination for that study, he made 
but little progress in it, and is supposed to have 
soon afler rdinqiiished it upon his marriage, when 
he took up his residence in Venice, where he lived till 
the year 1588, He there produced many of his no* 
vels, and devoted himself altogether to literary la- 
bours and pursuits. He was a voluminous writer, 
whicb^ however, by no means atones for the want of 
genuine merit, a faUing, of which he haa, not without 
justice, been accused; his tales affording few speci- 
mens worthy of selection. Their want of originality 
is one of the least faults ascribed to them, inasmuch 
as he has been charged with having mutilated and 
disguised his borrowed subjects in the most uncere- 
mmious manner. The best claim that writers of this 
description have upon our notice, (and, it must be 
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allowed, there are too many Bitch among the Italian 
novelists,) consists in the cc^ous mato^als with 
which they supply the critic, whose ddightfiil taak it 
is to detect, hy long' and minute labours, a few rare 
genu, sparkling amidst a mass of inferior pioduclians. 
The character of Saosorino, as a writer, has been 
very fairly ^tpreciated by Apostolo Zeno, in his 
learned annotationB to the well known BibUoteo 
Italiana of FoDtaninL He diere obserres, that s 
great numb^ of the stories ioserted in Sanaovina's 
collection as his own, are obviously to be leftned to 
the Decameron of Boccaccio ; and' that he has, lik^ 
wise, taken frequent liheities with those of Bandella, 
without noticiDg the name of that authtv^ though 
many other writers are mentianed in the list of au- 
thors whom he has adduced, as supplying the mata* 
rials (tf his work. Still, Sansovino is by no means a 
solitary instance of the predatory geniua of tlie no- 
velists of the sixteenth century, indulged at the ex- 
pense of the earlier and better writers of Italy. Nor, 
while La Fontaine and other French writcxs, as well 
as our English dramadits, drew so largely from the 
same source, do we see any cogent reason why the 
Italians themselves should not be allowed to oijoy a 
reciprocal traffic in their own national productions. 
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SEVENTH DAY, NOVELLA VI. 

Ono, die third emptor of that name, on hii return 
&om Rome, where he had just been invested with 
the imperial digtuty by the reigning pontiff, Gregory 
v., touched at Florence on hi* wfty to his German 
doininiotu, The whole of Tuscany, then under the 
impNial sway, was committed to the government of 
Ugme, Marquess of Brandenburgh, cousin-german 
to the empenv, a man of approved reputation, and 
eMeetned for his iove of justice by all ranlcs of people. 
Now it happened, during the emperor's stay, that the 
fesdval of San Giovanni, the Baptist, the tutelary 
saint i^Floience, was every where cdebraled throu^- 
ont the dty, and the concourse of guests at the palace 
was hkemae very great. Among these, ax em- 
pen» was particularly struck with a beaudiiil young 
lady, daughter to a gentleman of the name of Berti 
dei Ravignani. She was esteemed the most lovely 
and accompUshed maiden, not only ia Florence, but 
throu^ioiit all Tuscany. The eyes of the company 
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were frequently rivetted npon her, and those of the 
emperor never once wandered from her face. Such 
was the inpreMion he received, that, unable bt> detect 
tlie least &ult in her face or form, and charmed with 
the iweetnesB of her nuinners, be gave way to the 
most unboilnded admiration, in spite of the restraints 
imposed upon him by bit birth and station. The 
more he gazed, and the more he conversed with her, 
the deeper sunk the emotions he began to entertain ; 
until, Bt the close of the festival, on talcing his leave 
of her, he returned to bis own palace silent and un- 
happy ; bis whole soul absorbed in tbe recollection 
of the exquisite charms, both of mind and person, of 
the lady be had just seen. Such influence over him 
did. this passion. at lengtb assume, that so far &am 
beingable toeitttrpateitjbecould no longer disguise 
his feelings ; and doubtful only in what manner to 
proceed, be resolved to consult one of the most pru< 
dent gentlemen of his bedcbamber. To him he 
committed die task of obtaining further particultBs 
concerning the. beloved object; giving btm, at the 
same time, proper instructions, by which be might 
discover her. In this manner he shortly became ac- 
qu^nted with her father's name, and tbe whole gene- 
alogy of her fkmily. Thegentleman was of a good 
extraction, but in somewhat confined circumstances. 
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and bjr no meuu of & dispotntion, either by his in- 
dustry or his wit, to impiove them. 

Scorning the idea of acting in any way either 
artfully or disbonomably, yet being dèteimined to 
pursue his object, the empetor resolved to hint the 
afiàir to the lady's father through his confidant, and 
proceed dironghout the whole tnuuaction, both with 
r^ard to the father and the daughter, candidly and 
openly. With this view, having learned that his 
mtssioD to Messer Berti, owing to the expectations 
of wealth snd influence which it excited in his mind; 
hid met with a &vòurable reception, the emperor 
invited him to his toy»! table ; and lavidiing upon 
him every mark of attention, soon entered into &nù- 
Uar discourse, though mthout alluding, in the most ' 
dwEant mamier, to the subject nearest his heart. 
Such luaikd of favour would have been quite suffi- 
cient to dazzle the jiidgment, and warp the vir- 
tuous feelings of a wiser and better man than poor 
Berti dei Ravignani ,' and so elevated was be with 
these sudden glimpses of court favour, that he could 
not forbear boasting of them, on his return home, to 
his daughter. He soon afterwards announce, with 
a very consequential air, that he intended to invite 
the emperor and a few friends to dinner ; that he 
was already extremely well disposed towards him'; 
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that ihe miut take care to put on her beat looks, 
and it was hnposuble to uy to what height of for' 
time they mig^t not aspire. Intdligeot and virtnous 
aa ahe waa beautiful, the &ir Gualdrada od hearii^ 
theie wordSi though some auapiciona flashed acroaa 
h» mind, diadained to notice them, bdng detennined 
to rdy upon hen^ and to act aa drcumatanca 
mi^tt require. On the appointed day, thereibre, the 
emperor attended, with a singla gentleman, the aum- 
mooa of Measer Berti, to feast with him at his houae, 
where he had the pleasure of being introduced into 
die society of the beantiAil oligsct of aD hia bopèa. 
Here, while attempting to make himtelf aa Bgreeabte 
as possible, the emperor had occasion to observe the 
nobleness and simplicity of her mind and sentimenta, 
no less than her surpassing beauty and the artleat 
giacca of her person. And, however desiroua of dis- 
guising tke warmth of his fbdinga, from motivea of 
delicacy, he^tened by the high opinion which he 
b^an to entertain of her, he nevertheless could not 
re&ain from availing himself of an opportturity of 
avowing hia sentiments, declaring that he had strug- 
{^ed long and painfully with thnn, and that he could 
not help telUug her so, however fearftd he might be of 
incurring her displeasure. He trusted ahe would con- 
sider, ^at in all countries and ^ ages, the most csu- 
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tioiu, M wdl as the most Inftj, of hnnun chancten, 
had Et mme period of their lives, e^>erietieod the 
same itrenetible Bèntiiiienti "wliidi now impelled him, 
against hn better &dingt and judgment, to admire, 
snd to BTOwhJaadsintioQandliis passion; spusion, 
whidi, however nnjust and ungenenraa it was, in vain 
he attempted to snppress. He urged that so many 
Shutrioua instances, both in Oieek and Roman his- 
tory, would in some meaenre plead faia excuse ; the 
CssBTB, die HuimbidB, the Hasainissas, tlie Antonys; 
the last of whom be verily belieTed had no apology to 
oflèr for bis wetness, at aU equal to that which 
stood arrayed in soperior charms before him. " And 
if you deigD not now to listen to me," continued the 
enpeim, aa be threw himsdf at the lady's feet, " I 
ftel that iny sceptre and my diadem, with all their 
pmnp, are mii^eas in my eyes -, take them ; or take 
at hast more than they are worth — die heart that is 
Aove them all." 

A variety of emotiDiis chased eadi other over the 
fe a t wrw of the &ir girl, as she listened to the words 
of the ranpeior ; gratified pride and vanity, terror, 
shame, and doubt, were all there ; but these were 
again overpowered and absorbed in the more over- 
whelming sense of love ; a love, which, altbou^ she 
Tentuted TWt to avow it, clung to ai 
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leaang her hand, therefore, irom that of the ^nperor, 
■he made no reply ; but, tunung away, bunt into 
teara. Her royal lover, nearly aa much distresEcd as 
herself, now eotreated her forgiveness, accusing him- 
self of the greatest thoughtlessness and cmelcyi in 
having thus inconsiderately tried her fedings. In 
the most soothing and respectful terms, be entreated 
her to compose her mind, and fully to rely upon his 
humanity and honour. As there appeared to be some 
degree of mystery' in hermanner of receiving him, he 
said that he should feel hi^ly gratified to be consi- ■ 
dered worthy of her confidence, however painful die 
sacrifice he might have to make in consequence, i^ in- 
deed, she could never return his love. Expressing her 
gratitude for these assurances of kindness and re- 
spect, the fair Gualdrada, fearful of ofifending the 
emperor in the avowal she was preparing to make, 
feJl at his feet, and besought him to forgive her teme- 
rity in venturing to refuse his love. She then con- 
fessed, that on the same night of the festival in which 
she had been presented to his imperial highness, 
Guido, a young cavalier of his court, had also seen 
and Bou^t her love : that they had since had several 
interviews, but that neither of them possessing wealth, 
she had not ventured to make known his ofifer to her 
father. Without a moment's hesitation, the emperor. 
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thuikingher for Aia proof of cooGdeDce, and reco- 
. Tering all his former generosity and magnanimity of 
feeling, . instantly despatdied orders for die young 
cavalier to attend him. On his arrival, presenting 
the astonished soldier to the weeping and blushing 
Gualdrada, he observed, nith his usual mildness : " It 
it my pleasure, Guido, that you should espouse this 
iady, ibe daughter of a noble, tboiigh impoveiislied 
house ;" and the next day, holding a s^epdid festi- 
val in honour of their nuptials, he himself presented 
the hand of the &ir Gnaldrada to his favourite Guido, 
and conferred upon him a handsome fortune. 
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The^ E w^e once two sprace young genttemra who 
had more reason to pique themselves upon their 
good descent, than upon the strength of their mental 
endowments. To use a familiar expression much 
applied by tlte good people of Milan, they both be- 
longed to the parish of San Simpliciano, and &oai a 
great simHarity of disposition, th^ had contracted 
so strict an intimacy, that they were seldom to be 
seen asunder. When they happened to be in other 
company, they invariably aimed at leading the con- 
versation to points of fkshionable interest, in which 
alone they were calculated to shine ; displaying their 
abilities in criticising the tastes of others, and indi- 
rectly complimenting each other. Their continued 
repetition of the same fashionable nonsense, so imper- 
tinently introduced upon ail occasions, had at length 
the effect of wearying and disgusting all parties 
where their presence was tolerated. Durmg fine 
summer weather, they were in the habit of wearing 
the most costly white silk dresses; their vests were of 
white velvet, their ruffs of the whitest cambric, their 
pantaloons and stockings of white silk, and thev 
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hats of white velvet, with white feathers in them. 
And yet they had the assurance to appear thus ac- 
coutted in public, displaying their feathers with all 
the vanity of peacocks, as they turned arm in aim 
along the piazzas, full of their own perfections, and 
eager to attract the notice of spectators, who foiled 
not indeed to smile as they passed ; a circumstance 
which these young sparks placed entirely to their 
own credit. So pestiferous did they at length be-- 
come to society, by this display of their vain folly 
and presumption, that whenever they appeared in a 
perfectly new suit, their friends invariably avoided 
them, as they were certain to be regaled with a dis* 
eertation upon French tailors, and the newest points 
and lacings then in mode. " Observe these linings, 
how well they sit upon this waistcoat ! How brilliant 
are these feathers ! Jove ! how nobly they wave witli 
the least breath of air. Yet they would not sit well 
upon any one, let me tell you ; there is an art in a man's 
wearing a handsome dress, by no means common :" 
and in this way they would run on by the hour toge- 
ther. Among others who had thus suffered Under 
their intolerable rattle, was a sensible and spirited 
yotmg fellow, who had a particular enmity to the race 
of fops ; and made a solemn vow, in a moment* of 
irritation, to hit upon some species of revenge that 
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migtit teod to remove such a nuiaaiice from Bociety, 
and perhaps,' put the authors of it on their good be- 
haviour in future. With this view he concdved a 
plan nhieh he thought could not fail to produce a 
happy efifect, and cmly waited tm a good opportunity 
of carrying it into execution. 

' This toon occurred during the sumnier season, 
when our cavahers nere in the habit, as we have 
said, of assuming their white array, and ^en they 
frequented the neighbourhood of our more sensible 
friend's residence, in order to make themselves agree- 
able to a party of ladies, who were accustomed to 
walk near hia house. One evening, therdbre he sla- 
tiooed himself at his garden gate, a» if enjoying the 
coolness of the air, expecting these two giddy sparks, 
who in a short time came fluttering by, having dis- 
played their plumes to the amusement of the ladies, 
who had now returned home. Stepping suddenly 
forwards, and seizing a hand of each, their friend 
declared he woidd-make them bis prisoners for the 
rest of the evening ; for he had just recrìved some 
excellent wine, of which he wished to have their opi- 
nion. Theyacceptedhischallenge,and,Tritha&8hi<Mi- 
able roll of their shoulders, accompanied him in, wben, 
finding the servants busily clearing the dining-room, 
he invii«d the gentlemen to go and give him their 
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opinion of his selection of wines as they lay in his 
vaults, where they might also taste it perfectly caol ; 
obseiTÌng, that be often went there when he found 
every otberplaceinthewoildtoohotforhim. Eachof 
tbem, then, seizing his glass, mighdly amused at the 
idea, they followed their friend into the vaults, a ser- 
vant preceding them with a torch, while bis fellows 
were laughing heartily at their master's buiuour in the 
room above, one of whom, being entrusted nith the 
secret, had communicated it to all the rest. Several 
guests in the drawing-room were likewise waiting 
the event, with no slight mirth exhibited in their 
countenances. While the glasses were filliRg, the 
two coxcombs were busily criticising die various sorta 
ofwinea submitted to their taste, and enjoying the' 
coolness, as they rambled about the vaults. Nowthere 
was a large vessel filled with water lying near, for 
the purpose die host had in view. It was of such 
respectable dimensions as apparendy to defy the 
exertions of a single person to remove it. Attracting 
the notice of his guests, the host, as if casually 
passing, observed, " Large as you seem to think it, 
there is one of my fellows who can throw it upon 
his shoulders, and carry it up for me whenever 1 
please." One of our fashionables, who, likewise, 
piqued himself npon his bodily prowess, instantly 



,i.z.iit,,Cooglc 



lie FKAKCEICO 

laid bands npon it ; but finding it vesigt bis effi>rt3 
even to stii it, he pretty roundly swoie he would 
wager a doien of champagne, that their host was 
mistaken. But the fact was again as positively af- 
firmed, till the dispute growing warm on both sides, 
the young gentleman declared that it would be the 
fairest way to put it to the proof. " I have no objec- 
tion," returned the wily host; " here is the very rascal 
we were just speaking of; he has shoulders broad 
enough to bear the world : so take up that huge tub, 
you rogue, and walk. Shew the gentlemen the way up 
atairs, and take heed you do not let it Ml." Forthwith 
he pitched it upon his neck ; and the master leading 
the way, the two disciples of San Simpliciano some- 
what imprudently followed in his rear. The stepa 
were tolerably steep, and the porter, feigning great 
difficulty, just as be had reached the top, suddenly 
tripped, and sent the contents of the vessel back 
again, flying all abroad on every side. Strange was 
the confusion, and the eputtering> and the exclama- 
tions which the two unfortunate fashionables now 
made ; still more strange was the sprinkling and 
spoiling of their delicate new garments, which truly 
cut a woeful figure. Instead of a pure white, they 
now exhibited all the colours in the rainbow, with 
the addition of black patches, which stuck to their 
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fine ermine, whOe tbey sighed and sobbed with the 
efiects of the cold bathing they had just recdved. 
Hie water had been deeply impregnated with ink 
md assofoetida, and with other nauseous drugs, to 
such a degree, that neither of them was free from 
the taint for moie than a twelvemonth. The porter, 
however, had the humanity to prevent the tub itself 
freon &lling, whidi would otherwise have totally 
overwhelmed the dripping sparks, who were by no 
means made of such stout materials, as to with- 
stand the shock it might have occasioned ; being of 
that brittle texture, which, like glass, will bear no 
rough usage, though it can recnve a polish. The 
rogue of 3 porter instantly took to his heels, on 
viewing die awful ruin he had wrought, while his 
master, pretending to be in the highest degree of- 
fended at his negligence, hastened after him, leaving 
our poor heroes to digest the venom of bis joke 
as they best could. But not possessing wit enough 
to see into the jest, they shook hands, before they 
left, with the happy and triumpbant host ; who 
vratched them, along with some of his guests, trip- 
ping homewards as fast as they well could, shivering 
aa if in an ague fit, to the infinite amusement of all 
the passengers. 
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Ths subject of our present notice flourished early 
in tbe sixteenth century, and his productions are of 
a very Toluminous and diversified character. His 
novels bear only a small proportion to the rest of 
his nritings, and with an eccentricity of humour that 
marked all his actions, he dispersed them at inter- 
vals, as if to relieve the tedium of his more serious 
lucubrations, throughout a variety of other works. 
In a collection very recently published in Italy,* 
they amount to the number of fbrty, various in 
their style and character, and extracted from a va- 
riety of sources ; from his " Letters," from his work 
entitled " Librerìe," his " Zucca," his " Marmi," his 
" Mondi," his " Moral Filosofia," from his vast 
" Commentary upon Burchiello," and from his " Pis- 
tolotti d'Amore." 

" Though occasionally i^de and inverted in point 

* Edizione di soli escmpUrì ottanta, con paiticolue cara ese- 
guita, pei i DileUanti deQe Antiche Norelle Italiace. Edita) 
bjr BarUtommeo Gtmba : 1815. 
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of style, they aie by no meaiu wanting in spirit, and 
in those sallies of caustic vit and humour," observes 
the Italian editor, " which give so hi^ ft lelish to 
works of a similai kind." Previous to the late col- 
lection, Doni bad already been admitted into the 
rank of approved novelists, by Count Borromeo and 
the classic Poggiali; though he is seldom to be met 
vrith in the numerous selections, entitled " Novellieri," 
from the fictitious productions of some of his more 
popular countrymen. This, in some measure, pro- 
bably arose from the same whimsical genius that 
seems to have influraced all bis actions, many hu- 
morous traits of which are recounted, and which led 
him to entertain little anxiety as to the fate of tiis 
own productions. To the long Lst of these, con- 
tained in the Borromean catalogue, and the notices 
of him by Focali, Tiraboschi, and other writers, 
there is added a still more voluminous account, ac* 
companied by critical and historical remarks, in the 
collection of tales before referred to. As these are, 
however, of far too extensive a nature to admit of 
further commentary here, we must confine our atten- 
tion to the more popular traits of his life and charac- 
ter, which have been treated by some of his biogra- 
phers with the same humour and eccentricity, which 
marked the style and manners of the original, Tì- 
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TaboRcbJ afiotds several examples of his peculiarities, 
thougb fiir inferior in point of singularity of lan- 
guage, to the pen of a still more modern writer. 
Signor Capugnano, vho has prefixed a very amusing 
«ccoont of the author's life to the recent publication 
of his novels. 

It may not] prove unentertaining, perhaps, to the 
English reader, to extract a few specimens of this 
very whimsical account of a whimsical genius, takfaig 
care not to deprive either the author, or his biogra- 
^er, of any portiou of their burlesque humour. 
In this respect ^ey will be found to be congetiial 
fl|nrits ; the biographer vieing with his subject in 
the siDgulariQr of bis manner of treating it. " Doni," 
observes Signor Capagnano, " was bom in Flo- 
rence, about the year ISlà, and he had no sooner 
cast his side teeth, than he selected for the scene 
of his' labours, both night and day, some apart- 
pieata that look ont upon the left side of the Amnin- 
aiata. ' There he was to be seen, arrayed in his long 
dark cloak, sometimes studious and alone, and aome- 
times in the company of those who had so high a 
conceit of him, as to think him capable of instruct' 
ing Cardinal d'Arezzo himself, notlong since de- 
ceased. Imagining, however, in a few years, that 
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hia gown* sat somewliat uneasf, «id looked aoine- 
what too IngubriouB, betides being bo long as to 
prerent him from {(icking hia way through Ufe's 
dir^ paths, without fear of soiling himself, he tbrew 
it off altogether, and taking a few free bounds into 
the air, declared that he would no longer serve any 
body, but iit future live only according to his own 
taws. Then, in order that he might avoid the inqui- 
ries of every fool of an acquaintance, to know the 
motives and reasons of his proceedings, he setofffor 
Voiice, resolving to settle there upon his own estate, 
which he held under the crown of hia hat. His 
pen was put into immediate requisition, being the 
only means, as he believed, of obtaining an intro- 
duction into the great audience-room of the world, 
' e per godere quest 'aria e quest 'acqua.' But soon 
finding that ' faggots are not to be bonnd with a 
sausage,' be withdrew to the pleasant hills of Mon- 
sdice, surrounded with a delightful view of the castle, 
and mcffc useful gardens, besides a vast rocky tower, 
erected some ages before the grandfather of the fa- 
mous Ezelino made hb appearance in the world."— 
ViladelDoai, pp. 2, 3. 

1 ihc ecdesiasUcitl 
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Here the biographer proceeds to relate his study 
of astTonomy and philosophy, with purcniits and in- 
quiries of a still more free and liberal cast, whii^ 
seem to have awakened the jealousy of the inquisi- 
tion : " Uscì un tuono che gli scosse tutte le ossa, e 
^ gelò sangue Mile vene." There came a sound 
that shook him to his very bones, and congealed the 
blood in his veins ; and he sought refìige fi>r a period 
near Ancona, whence be did not again depart, until 
the season became more mild. He then returned 
to Ins residefice at Monselice, where he closed bis 
career at no very advanced age, in the year 1S74 ; 
lamented and esteemed for hia convivial disposition, 
his learning, and his wit. 
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Thi dowager queen of Salimspruch had a dauglitet 
natiied:Galieriim, about five ;eaTBof age. As she was 
walking m the gardeo, this child happened to find a 
young Utacd, nidi which she raa to hec mother in 
gieat glee, throwing it, as young girls are af>t to do, 
upon her mother's lap, which so terrified the queen, 
that she declared, in her anger, she would oevct con- 
sent to bestow her daughter's hand in marriage, until 
the reptile had grown to the size of the giri herself. 
She even swore by ber crown that she would execute 
this threat ; a tow which greatly displeased the go- 
verness of the fair child, who, being affectionately 
attached to her, vowed on her part to take the best 
care of the lizard she could. And such was the effi- 
cacy of this TOW, that with the blessing of heaveD 
and fine feeding, the young lizard began to grow 
and grow, nor ever stopped, irntil it became nearly as 
large as a crocodile. Every one was .astoniabed od 
beholding it, and greatly praised the care and pru- 
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dence of Donna Spira, vrho had thus rescued her &ir 
pupil from the fate of dying an old maid. The latter 
having attained to maturity, it waa deemed proper to 
try the effect of. chance in the disposal of her hand, 
with which view, the queen resolved to kill the lizard, 
and extract its lungs, in order to exercise the sa- 
gacity of her fiuitora : " Now," said she, " we will 
proclaim a grand feast and tournament, and invite 
all the cavaliers m the world, to try their fortune in 
the joust, and whoever afterwards guesses the name 
of the reptile which possrased these lungs, let him 
have my daughter, and half this kingdom, as a reward 
for hig pains." 

Far and wide, throughout all cities and nations, 
spread these happy tidings of a royal tournament, 
and the marriage of queen Filessa's heautcous daugh- 
ter. What magnificent trains of lords and dukes, 
counts and marquesses, of aU ages and nadons, were 
seen gathering towards the happy spot! Long they 
fought, and fell, and conquered : afler which, at the 
trumpet's sound, were exhihJted to view, in the 
midst of all, the lizard's lungs, and proclamation was 
made with a loud ■voice, that whatsoever prince or 
lord should declare to what animal these reliques 
had belonged, should be entitled to the princess, and 
half the kingdom as her dower. Upon this, the 
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Mameof eT«iykii>dof creature in the woild, but the 
right on^ was quickly pranounccd, nn^ it came, to 
the turn of the duke of Mileri, who, enjojri^g the 
good graces of Donna Spira, had fixed his e^ boldly 
upon her beautiful ebarge. The nurse at length 
hif upon the following ingenions method, as ahe 
thought, of acquMntiog him with the real nalQre c^ 
the poor lizard's lungs. She cast her eye ti{)en one 
of the ugliest hunchbacks that was ever seen, as the 
least suspicious person she could employ ; find becboK- 
ii:^ him, she said, "If you will promise to. be secret, 
1 will make you one of the ridiest hunchbaeks that 
was ever known ; you have only to be wise, and keep 
«lence." On receiving bis promise, she gave him 
a piurae of docate, saying, " Haaten to the Dnke ftf 
Mileat, and whisper him, on the part of the youlig 
lady, that the lungs bdfHiged to a lizard." Upon 
i^ich, repeating his oath of secrecy,, the ugly himdi- 
bluk lefl the niuse ; and standing for some time apart, 
be considered whether it would be most piudeot to 
infortii the duke, or avail himself of the iaGtrvM* 
tion oa bis own account At length he dtitornined 
that it would be better to possest half the kingd<mi 
for himself than the fitvouv of the reigning prince; 
and so taldog fortune by the fordock, be vattnred 
upon the ibDowing Ixdd mancéuvre. Making his way 
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before tliequee»,. he thna «idre«Md bert^*Knaw' 
ing thttt yot»- i>ojrid 'bIt>od' mu eVer &itlifiil to its 
engagetneuts,' and ralj^g upon the honour of yonr 
crown, I Sppeair here to My to whtt er^ttire these 
preokiu» reliqiiM bi^oiigftd, and daim in return youif 
dsBghter, aad half thefcingdoi»." " C^taìAly, it is 
BO," r^pfied the queen ; «hile b& the barons and 
oodrtiera bunt into a'htud laugh,' as he pronounced 
tbem to be the lungs of a lizard. " Nay, let those 
iaugb who win," cried the hunchbablc ; " for I myself 
once brought up a lizi^ that grew aa large aS my 
back, uMtl putting it one night to bed without it» 
nigfatcap on, it cau^t such a bad cold, that before 
I had time to have k properly cured, it absolutely 
died of sufifecation/' "Hie iriioK company upon this 
hnghed still louder, saying, "Oood; very good ; waS 
erer any thing like it ?" But little Hunchback cem' 
tinned, "ItÌfr,-hoWe»ér,as-rsay; -beoaùse on dissect' 
lAgmy lizard, I fouild its lungs- were made exactly 
fbessmess these;" The'qtieen repKed, "Since' for- 
tune has so fitr £iTdured'-y'oa, V nm bound to observe 
my engagement i'SHd' nò«" truly the hand of niy 
daughter,' Mtbhafì? of tfae^ingdom',''i9 yoiir own." 

Hr. Hunchback ^S'adCÓrdingly arrayed like a 
cóiirtièr, abd' exalte- above tM' the baroiis of the 
land : there was no denying that hewas the fair prin- 
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CMsVfuturv-t^cAite. Sad, however, was tbe envy ànd 
bean^-burning of the suitors, to behold such a monst» 
ao wdl .versed in the anatomy of hxards, and entitled 
to the ikir princess's band. Tiuly they would have 
laid foul hands upwr him, and eaten him np dive, 
could they have foBnd an opportunity, but he kept 
tlogetohis princess's side. But what was the indig- 
hatioo'Of ^er nurse, when expecting to behold die. 
handsome duhe, she saw this little wretch elevated 
in tits phce ! Casting upon him the eye of a basilisk, 
thou^ she ventured not to break out into open 
abuse, she muttered to herself, " Oh, vjUain of a 
hunchback I by the holy cross of our. Locd, I will 
make thee pay dearly for this ["., The^, (ull of the 
most desperate thoughts, s]ie prci^^edad to consult 
with her unhappy charge, ■ who , also viewed him 
with evident reluctance^ and liitened- but too, fril-, 
lisgly to ^very possible tqeans of despatching him, in 
preference to receiving faim^ as her lord. But the 
glorious tidings having, already gone abroad, there, 
^Hfme a number of fresh' hunchbacks, flocking to the. 
fqyei festival of tl^ir companion, who . perfoi;me4 
avaiiety of admirable tru;ka,. to the astonishmEnU of 
«11 ,the court;., ; This ad4cd not a little to the influ- 
irne of the new prince, who seemed greatly pleased. 
atflJtf Jt^sfp whjc}i, they on all sides elicited. But, 
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to cut short the sceoe, which he thought hegan tfr' 
trench a Uttle upon hia dignity, when the presunip-' 
tuous hunchbacks approached him familiarly, to re- 
ceive their reward, their royal brother gave each of 
them a kick upon their humps, and ordered them (o 
be taken down into the kitchen. 

Now this unkind usage of his old friends was ex-' 
tremely grating to the gentle feelings of his princ^ess ; 
she therefore gaye secret orders that these very face- 
tious hunchbacka should be invited for another day, in' 
order to receive the due recompense of their humorous 
tricks. In the mean time, under various pretexts, 
she contrived to keep her royal consort at a distance,' 
ODtil the day, appointed for the return of the hump- 
backs, arrived. They were directly introduced into 
the princess's chamber, where she opened upon their 
astonished eyes a variety of trunks filled with costly 
^qiarel; hut, just as she was in the act of presenting 
some to them, the footsteps of her crooked spouse 
irete beard actually ascending the staircase. There 
was no alternative but to thrust the little crooked 
feUows into the trunks, which was no sooner done 
than the royal hunchback stepped into the cham- 
ber. All was still as death ; for had they made the 
least noise, they would infallibly have been hanged, 
to sa^sfy the foolish jealousy of his highness. He 
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remained wjtb the princets wnie time, mbidi placed 
tbe lives of his trembling subjects in the utmost jeo-> 
paidy, u tliey were already beginning to gasp for 
breath. Still he slayeil, and stayed ; and when at 
tength, on Iiis taking his leave, the princess hastened 
to open the trunks, what was her surprise and Bor- 
row on finding that all her amusing guests were 
quite dead ! Afler breathing harder and harder, d>ey^ 
had gone into convulsions, and tlieir feeble kicks 
had scarcely reached the ears of the royal spouses. 
Closing the trunks, however, she resolved to make 
the best of a bad business ; and consulting with her 
nurse, they forthwith confided the wbole afikir to a 
fiUtkful eourtier, presenting him at the same time 
with a sum of money. With this he directly pro- 
ceeded to purchase three luge bags, exactly alike; 
and calUngaetout porter, he gavethen to him, say- 
ing, ■' Follow me;" and mardted back, aa fast arke 
could, Btraight into the palace. They first tocA one 
of the little deceased, and squeezing him tiQ he came 
within the dimensions of the bag, the prmcess, ad- 
àressing the porter, saii, " Do yon mark mef Carry 
this sack away, and throw it, just as it is, into dm 
river. Here are ten ducats ; but take beed bow yoa 
open it, and when yvm come back you shall have 
twaity more." So the porter threw the burden on 
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hU shoulder, taying, " I wish I bad more such jobs 
as these ;" abd afW pitching it itito tbe river, he 
haateoed back as fast as be could. Id the phamber 
he found the same identical burden lying there, 
wbich be thought he had just disposed d^ the second 
btn^tback having asmmed the pkce of the first 
Tesdfyifag no litde surprise, the lady said to him, 
" Do not he alarmed ; but truly he is a sly villain, 
aa yon see, and delights to plague people. He will 
be swé to come back agun, if you do not throw Kim 
fiir enough, and sink him ih tbe river ; this time you 
ninst take bettar care." Perfectly sadsfied witb tbe 
dncatif tbe in^m took up his burden,, and again 
IsBBcbed it into the deepest part of die river' be 
omdd find; and ttayiag tA r watch it fairly sink, be 
exclaimed in a joyful tonev " I think yon are feirly 
gtme at'Jiist ;" for the nig^t was now setting in, and 
be did BOt muoh relish another joum^ along the 
hmkt of die iiver. Taking a lights hoitocver, be re- 
tiimed into the chwnber, aiid beheld a diird sack 
nsdy prepared for him ; and seiz&ig it in no little 
angcar, he bore it away. But as Boon as he had made 
bit way throu^ the crowd, he determined, at aU 
bariaidi^ to knoi^ with what kind of a devil bi bad 
ta ieal ; and <^ening dte bag, he found an qgly Utde 
hidtdibabk in it " Dh, thoa cursed lieast I" he Cried, 
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" I win try to end tbee now ;" and liking out a huge 
knife, he severed the head from the body. Then 
thrusting it into the sack, filled with stones and iron, 
he once more committed him to the river, and made 
bis way back to the palace. Now it so chanced, d>at 
just at the entrance he met with the royal hunchback 
himself, returning doubtless from some nuBchievons 
expedition, and making the best of his way to pay 
another visit to bis beloved princess. The porter 
had no sooner set his eyes upon him than he ex- 
claimed in the utmost indignation, " Ah, villain 
Hunchback, are you here before ine again ?" and 
seismg him with all the glorious strength of a porter 
by the beard, he bound him in a moment quite fast, 
and thrusting him into the sack, he said, "Three 
times you have made me return, and yet you are at it 
again ; but we shall see who has the best of it." In 
this way he carried the royal hunchback along, who 
in vain asserted his title to majesty, and that he was 
just going on a visit to his queen, and endeavoured 
to bribe his treacherous subject at any price. It was 
all in vain : he was thrown headlong into the river, 
while the porter proceeded back, not without some ap- 
prehension that be should have another journey. On 
moimting the staircase, however, and proceeding into 
the chamber, be had the satisbction of beholding hia 
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labour! completed ; for do more hunchbacks were to 
be seen. " Yes, you have done," said the princess ; 
" I do not think he will come hack any more now : — 
here, take all these ducats, and fare you well." The 
porter replied, " But he has returned a good many 
times though ; for I met him just now coming in at 
the gate ; so I bound him fast, and put him into the 
sack in spite of him, and then threw him again into 
the river. To be sure, he offered me a deal of money 
to let him go ; and threatened and swore, and said 
he was the king ; but it was all of no use : he was 
obliged to he drovned. So I think I have earned 
my wages well, by four such journeys as these." 

Upon hearing these tidings, the princess and her 
maids of honour were quite overjoyed; and lavishing 
the most liberal favours upon the porter for his lucky 
blonder, they bribed him to keep the matter secret. 
Thus, by a single blunder, the porter became a ridi 
man ; the lady was freed from an ugly brute of a hus- 
band ; and the duke of Milesi made happy, in pos- 
sessing the charms of the beautiful princess. Let 
the fate of the royal hunchback be a lesson, then, 
for those, who are inchned, by fraudulent means, to 
advance themselves at the expense of others. 
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In old times, Bt least some ninety yeua ago, iheet 
lived ft cerUin shopkeeper named Girolamo Liiuìu<^, 
who was remarkable for some green beauty spola 
upon his viM^ge. His shop was situated exactly op- 
posite to that of mine host of the Bell, a favourite le- 
aort of travellers, one of whom, crossing the way, 
addressed him one day as follows -. " Surdy Ì saw 
you banged the other àtj at Milan. How have you 
contrived to rise again from the dead!" But Giro- 
lamo denied that be had ever beenhanged, and that 
ihete was any ruurrection in tbe case. " Dim't tell 
me BOt" Tetvtted the other, " for I saw yon sovtched 
out t^Hm jour Uer, and I counted racacljy the same 
number of marks upon your face, just sixteen, .a 
you bave now. The priests were sii^iog ' In 4** 
iUd tranauìà ;' and moreover I tdl you, that you have 
bad two wives, you have such and s^oh .piarkB w 
your arm and on your side; and your second wile, 
who t«ld us so, is now married again toAmbrt^poda 
Porta Comasina, my own servant What think you 
■of that ? do yon think I should say so muchy if it 
were not true Ì" 
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At these words, GirolMno tnmed very, pale, ez-< 
daimiog, "Ahs, whatdidldieofthu? Iwunsver 
hangfid." " Welli if yondo not Hke to call it so, I am 
sure you died very dnldenly; thoimandseaabearwit- 
Itess to that, and you mgfat still to be dead ; take a 
hwldng glass, look at yourself, and you will &b^ hotr 
it is." Trembbag is every limb, the poor shopké^er 
stele a hasty fiance at the glass, and beholding Um- 
sdf looking so like a Ktrpse, without fimher disput- 
ing thè truth of what was said, he wrapped bis man- 
tle about him, and, drawing bis hat over his ejan 
made the best of his way towards CesteUo, #hjtie 
he had a house. By the way he tried to console 
himself, saying, "At all events, Ùtue will be lio 
Bwre trouble in this world for me ; do more ' Buyi 
1»y, plisase to buy ;' ' Sell, s^ ;' < Please to try this, 
Signor,* and, ' Run, you rascal boy, with those to tfaa 
gentleoian.' Noi my shop must be ataxt up ; iharé is 
aa end of aU this now." So, convinoed that be had 
departed thb life long ago, as it had been ao pearly 
d«3aonstrated by the trnveller, he imiMdiately pulled 
his elolhes off, and laid himself out the nonmt h» 
iteached home. Placed in his winding ekeet upon a 
large table, ^th a taper burning, and a'croas at'his 
head, «idi two more blessed lights, which ha had 
barrowed for the puspose, iMirnìng at his feet, ha pa- 
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tìeaày swaited his iatertnent. Hia wife coming in, 
and seeing hint thus ready pr^red for his funeral, 
far from shewing the least inclination to ^turb him, 
sounded the alarm, and afiected to weep over her 
dear husband's death. Of course no one pretended 
to dispute it, and it was determined that our hero 
should be interred in all due form. Fortunately, how- 
ever, two of hia friends bad witnessed his interview 
with the traveller, of whom one agreed to take the 
care of his shop, whOe the other followed him, to ob- 
serve the result. Finding he was so intent upon be- 
ing buried, they resolved to humour him, and pre- 
pared him a vaidt in San Lorenzo, where they acta- 
ally interred him. But, at the same time, they had 
the kindness to furnish it also with a table of provi- 
sions, and tfvo other persons were interred alive, to 
keep bim company and take care of bim. At^ 
enjoying a good sleep, our hero opened his eyes 
in his new abode, and saw a table full of refresh- 
ments, with two gueata seated there enjoying them^ 
selves. Gazing round him some time ashelaythere 
in a state of suspense, he at length began to feel ex- 
tremely hungry, and, addressing him self to the guests, 
said, " Do the dead eat then ?" They replied, " Yes, 
indeed they do. Signori" Upon which Girolamo im- 
mediately rose and joiqed them, doing.ample jusii 
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tice to the good things he found there. " What shall 
we do next ?" he inquired, when iLey had concluded 
their feast. " Why, I think we had better go home," 
replied one of the others ; " let ua think of looking 
after our business according to the Lord's command- 
ment ; for those who will not work shall not eat, you 
know." " Blessed be the name of the Lord," cried 
Girolamo, " if I can only contrive to accomplish my 
resurrection, for the second time, I shall be truly de-, 
lighted." "Come, tbeq," said the other, "I dare, 
say it may be doue,nÌf- you. will lend a hand here;" 
and, BO Baying',..^l|l^e::thT^ put their shoulders to 
the ^k, and at; Ja^t- removing the cÒT,ering of the^ 
Taull;,. they walked quietly home together. But 
tl^ugh our hero af^rw^ajrds comqiitted a thousand 
fblli^ «od exteayagiv^Sj, to dkeoct.BmaU entertain» 
men^^f t^e neigbbowbqodt he. bad, never again the 
good Iifl^-tc) rise from the dead. The next time of, . 
bis ^sappearance, which was c&naed by a cruel ma-^ 
- bdyi he was no longer so fortunate. It mw by tsx 
the most serious decease of the three, and bavnig al-^ 
lieady continued about ninety years, he may possibly 
during tb9t time have got the megrims out of his 
l^rain. 
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IvtrMb, mydesrMcMefTibetio, I Imve beMl alnàOst 
obHgfedto'bhre anew priii of litrac«S mode forme; 
so otttragMtwly liBve I' Isuglied lit aicntain M^nl- 
fic<^ burnite' BoietUrda'FrWMtilio, generally BpoA- 
ing, a kind of friend of oure. Tell me whether I 
had Aot' re<H(M, as «Mh » you have penned the 
fblldwing'nbtorìòuB instance of hia folly> one nUdi 
tb« kmgcf thefbola hims^f m^t adopt :m tbe fu- 
ture modél'iìf ^ lHè'pro«ee£ngB. Yet I .caOnot ttf- 
fotd tò'bèg!n'at:the:i%itiftiiig<)f his feole^, or to 
teQ yoà'fib#'h^«6eceed^ to-lHa^bèvedliary nenettHC ; 
how hfe-BotìtS^hi»' itobilitj' to the windi fi» Waftt «f 
othet' listetHré'; how he kes^ ajburttal -utS^^ledg^r 
of the ttii%cuI<t(ia't1iHigs he aoet^eiery day; uitl last, 
bat ilòt^ltsjf, how'he glefié».i» radntfng him^f 
AoM'iahiUe-àthet Idrdii'of tìie'cTéiéoti. 

A eat^' legate- tS Uà HoI&iMft, it V«fliee; ms 
in the'hHbit'Of fMiliar interctttflte «idi tkib wljti^ 
patrician, for the very sufBcient reason, that ho had, 
a long time ago, been enlisted in the service of his 
most rererettd patrons at Rome. Now, in ilio teat' 
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pore, about the same tìm^ I wy, came hia veiy 
HoIincM hinHel^. to hold a piqut ÌDlnview with the 
Duke of Fenara, ia tbo noble, atftte of .Lombardy. 
His;rendaKe was engaged for him, the hoiuestreie 
marked with chalk, sodali the monauèrìaof th««ity 
were almost bursting with pione people, whO| longing 
to have a aight of the pope, like good children put 
every thiog in order, at a few days wacnw^ to re- 
ceive, their holy &ther. The good, legate iiad Dot 
intended, to be preaeut at this aolemo proceeding j 
bat somdiow a whim took, him, when he heard of 
the. duke's grand prqtarations to receive his master, 
to have a aavaat'a share in them. Besides, he was 
always .OQ.tke look out. for occasiona in which to do 
honor to the Holy See, and. to hia friends and patron*, 
for his faith in. whom " he was dways leady to give 
A reason." I9 this humour, he observed to his Sriend 
Benettp;. " Now, if I thou^t 1 could obtain any 
lodging in Farara, Iwould instanlly/spur away, and 
arrive id time to make my solemn entry along witli 
his HoluMss." " Would ywu so ?" cried his vain-glo- 
rioua eompamon-, "why did not you. mention this 
before t for I do assure you, most reverend Fstlier in 
, God, I have apalace there, which, is quite at your 
servite." " ludeed," returned the legate, '' I had no 
ides of that ; but, such being, the case, I shall con- 
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aider myself extremely fortunate. '^ " Then I bope," 
■aid this prince of liars, " that your excellency will 
not scruple to honour my palace with your presence, 
for there is only one gentleman who has now apart- 
ments in it : but I have expressly reserved for my 
own use the rooms on the ground floor. You will 
also find, I trust, a good sample of wine, which I b^ 
you wilt not spare." " But perhaps," said the legate, 
"lyour lodger niay be some distinguished prelate — 
some friend of yours, who may be occupying the whole 
suite of rooms.'^ Our magnificent boaster, with an 
air of well afiected surprise, an8we;red, " He dare as 
soon eat his fingers off, as occupy a square foot of 
deal board, without my permission : for I assure you, 
were he to come into my rooms below, I should very 
quickly eject him out of those above stairs, and he 
knows that well." 

Now who would bave believed that a pope's le- 
gate could be so far deceived by bis supreme effron- 
tery of face, as to give credit to this boasting besst 
of an impostor ? Yet such was tlie fact ; for he made 
preparations to set out, packing up his pious para- 
phernalia, hiring his gondolas for his domestics, and 
then setting off post at great expense and incoflve- 
nience to Francolino ; and thence, proceeding . by 
forced stages, they shortly arrived at Ferrara. - Dur- 
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ing the way, the legate's fabe friend had kept up a- 
(wntiinièd vdley of flattery and folly, dedàiii^ that 
it speared to Mm a tfaouaand yean unt3 he had the' 
pleasure of behoHing a pope's nuncio in his -palacei 
and of honoiuing him to the utmost stretch of hia' 
great authoii^ in Ferrara.: In return the legate - 
thanked hiia, protmsmg to' find an ocmion to^shew 
his gratitude. So far, hòwerer, ìiom poesdwingra 
palace, this vile Benedetto Fnmchini was not ereÀ' 
worth a common stall in Ferrara, coimnanding just 
as much property and influence there as I do'myself' 
He had,' however, contrived to worm himself iilto the 
&v6nr of a gentleman, whose son, a young man of 
about' thirty, having acquired great influence ofec 
him, had the full command of his other's house in 
town ; .tlie identical palace fixed upon h^ our heiif. 
On ÙÒB occasion the young gentleman bad been at 
the trouUe of furnishing it in the bebt st^e for the 
reception of aome Venetian ladies and their fnotd»,' 
vriuMe^arrival he was expecting' with theutmost joy' 
aodaxdoùi. ' Four of his servants were in waiting rài 
die lown floor, prepared to receive bis visitors ; while' 
he himself- went to take a ride in the city. The do- 
mestics .were' accordmgly oh the watch, as good ser-' 
vaiiàonglittóhé,ònihetiptoeófes3>9CtA(ion. When; 
haiik.diesoundbf'mluelsl a grand equipage stopped 
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at the door, and outate^wd oui two ggaàtme^ as- 
uited by their retinue, (mia thdr carnage ; but, to 
thè sorpiiae and disappoutnent of our bcquejw, si- 
wayi « gallant race of men, they vere acGompanicd 
by no ladiM. What could be the meamog of this t 
FoHune, howerer, too soon unravelled the myatecy, 
ta the confìuion af our unlucky and vain-^riova 
bero. She availed hendf of this occaHon to pro- 
daini bim the King of Foob, aa &r as hi» name and 
exploiti extended. But, ib the mean Ivae, he ad- 
vanced to wekome hia rercrokd friend, on anwing. 
at hia palace, inquiring what be diought of it, nhe- 
th^ the rooma were such aa he lilted, and auited to 
bis GonyenieDce 1 " Truly it ia a noble pahute," cx- 
daimed the l^ate, aa he paced the magnificent ai^e 
of loonui " and I thank you." " Such as it is," r»- 
mroed his fiUae boat, " it is (|uite at your cau^ency^ 
Bovioe; only take die trouble of oiderù^ mmy 
thing, juat a* if you were in yaiu- own house." "Oen 
proceedii^ towards the door to watdi tbeamval at 
die real master, be said within himad^ " Mow^ what 
shall I say when tins tronUestnne fellow coment I 
wifi tdl him it is by the duke's express ordnn that 
we hsve taken posseeiion here, and that he must sank 
out odter lodgings as ioag as the feativaLlastp. Y»at, 
I think that will do 1" Jnst a& he bad Nadrad upon 
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this modest pn^msal, about Aeboutof au[^)er, dier« 
came riding up tbe yoitng lord of die maniion, vthoi 
the moment he saw tèe equip^^es at the door, with a 
lover's eageinesa gave spim to his horse, wondering 
how the ladies oontd have escaped him, and, think- 
ing ever^ mcKnent an age, imtil he had sduted his 
lore. He threw binudf from hi* hone, and bounded 
at a< aiugle step into die house, when, instead of the 
fidr gii^ he encountered oar hero on the thrnboldi 
wbo with tiie utmost e&ontery ofièred him his haadi 
saji^g, "How r^rae^' I am to see ^w here; I am 
a paitioiilar fiiend of your bther's, who is under 
acme obUgstion to me. I have, dierefore, made fiee 
to bring liitim tbe^ pope's ambassador at Venice, a 
way diadngtUBbed preiatei whose pbtrcHiage you may 
dills vtjoy, I havecHily, however, put him intojtos- 
Boakw of these four apartments on die lower floor 
fin* a few days ; and if you please, I wiU assist you' 
in fi pding anodier abodb,' while we~ itifonn youi in'- 
tendfad gneata that we act by liie duke's ordeiat and 
whatever aiie his excellent^'s commands, we must 
tkke them patiendy;" 

On~ hening this pnsumptuoua blockhead^ de- 
manda the young lovn', grady riwcked.atfais dis- 
a^kHntmentj had yet' suflBcient aesae to see through 
dietriA, and lesohed rather to peri^ than to break- 
t 2 
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It to the friends of Ilia twloTCd. Had it 
cren been die pope, or the emperor, he cotdd not 
have antroQed his paiaioh, aa he cKclaimed : " Away, 
thou villain, rogiie, impostor, beast as thon art! Tell 
me not of the pope, or the pope's arabassador ; the 
house is mine, air; these apartments are intended for 
two young ladies, and other noble Venetians, and for. 
noooedse; so quick^ baione, yon wretch 1 Go, orbe 
kicked out, whichever yon like best" Hearing high 
words, dte kgate made his appearance,- dreading lest 
any à^ag might hi^pen to his honourable friend and 
worthy host. Franchino, snd he was followed by all 
the domestics. As. soon aa our young lover set his 
eyes upon the good bishop in hia canonicals, be ad- 
dressed him as fdlows : " I am concerned that ypnr 
lordship, should have been nude the ■dupe of this 
worthless Mow's base and cowardly imposture, in 
thus bringing you to a stranger's residence. But this 
man>i<xi is my other's, and has already been oKred 
to a number of Venetian ladies and gendemen, irtifun 
I am every moment expecting to see. Had I been 
aware, however, o( the honour intended me, there is 
no one I should have been more proud to accom- 
modate than yourself, and I trust you will consent to 
remain here for the evening. But not so ÙUMpritux 
of impostors, for he must decamps ^nd I will-lake 
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upon me to provide your excellency with a BÌiitàble 
residenee tomorrow." ... 

The illuBtrious prelate endeavoured to expreés how 
^eatljr he was shocked at what had occurred, biif 
was hardly able to open his mouth, so much had he 
.been taken .by surprise. " ^Pardon me, my dear 
young signor ; ' upon my word, it is the most ùnliicky^ 
the. strangest. thing I ever knew; and I do aasure you| 
young man, as I value his Holineas's blessing, that I 
aboold not have stirred out of Venice, much less 
have got into such a dreadful bustle as there is in 
Ferrara, had n>t this child of Satan assured me be- 
fore he set out that the palace wag his own, and that 
every thing was at my disposal. But, truly, I will 
find my way back again to-night, before you shall 
have the least trouble on my account," and, saying 
this, he turned round very fiercely upon his deceitful 
friend, who, in dread of receiving his immediate ma- 
lediction, took to his heels and disappeared. 

The young lover, being as good as his word, and 
wishing to get his Holiness's nuncio quietly out of 
the way, went and took some rooms for him in a 
nogbbonring convent, where he was duly received 
and himoured by the whole fraternity. From this 
incident, the good bishop and ths young lover were 
led into a very agreeable acquaintance, which they 
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owed eotirely to t^e abgurd impertiiiaiGe of the emi- 
nent MB who had brought them together, and «hem 
they reiolyed to seve .an occasion of cequiting, in 
■uch a way, as to give him no inclination to i«pett 
■imiUr experiments. It is ^ea«ant to see a conceited 
blockhoad thus taken in hia own snares, and I have 
always a singular latisfactum in putting Mm upon 
record, hy way ofamusement as wdl aa eumjJe. 
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I wAi uquMiited, not very long sgo, with Wo ca- 
valieri, who, as sometimeB will hqipen, bad imbibed 
the bitterest eninity to each other, but whose ilames 
I do not diink it prudent here to disclose. ItwiQbe 
emHi|^ to state that the one was ofanoUe and fear- 
less character, and the other of as vile and treache- 
rous a diaposition. Conceiving himself injured by 
Ae former, yet not venturing to challenge him to 
(in|^ combat, or to clear up hia honour face to face, 
Ae ctiward employed himself in devising some other 
means of revenging the slight he imagined he had 
receiTed. Having been frequ«it]y foiled and worsted 
in the joust, where his adversary had greatly distin- 
gutabed himself, as well as in many engagements in 
whidt he bad vanquished bis enemies band to hand, 
aod intitled hbasdf to rank among die hemes itf 
hia time, hia cowardly foe, jealous of his fiune, let 
■o occasion esc^ of attempting to carry hiQi off 
by Maehery. Though aware of the inveterate ma- 
fie* entertained against him, hia more noble-ttinded 
enemy, seontiDg to luitice it, refosed to ta&e any pre- 
cntiwiB to wd off the danger, believing that if he 
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really felt tiimidf aggrieved, he would adopt the 
luual course of inviting him inU) the open field. In 
this BuppoBition he held himielf on the alert, well 
furnished with horse and artns, and resolved to evince 
the. same valour which he had diewn on former oc- 



But the consequences to himself were infinitely 
more; fatal than he could have apprehended; for hìa 
unworthy opponent, learning that be was about to 
take a journey from Rome to Naples, had the base- 
ness, impelled fay jealousy and revenge, to lie in w^t 
for him, accompanied by fbrty or fifty rufSans, in a 
solitary part of the road. There, when the brave, 
cavalier made his appearance, accompanied only bjr 
a fen friends and attendants, heauddenly^fouDdjhim-. 
■elf surrounded by a band of armedbaaditti,- led. by 
his enemy, to whom be immediately addressed Lhim- 
aelf with the confidence of one who was ; ina^toble 
of suspecting the meflitated treachery, while his 
followers, alarmed at the disproportionate numbers, 
drew in their horses' heads, awaiting with anxie^ 
the result. The false traitor riding up to his brave 
enemy, called upon him to yield, or that he was a 
4ead man ; to which be replied by clapping, his band 
upon his sword, but he was soon oveipowered by 
numbers, and disarmed. " You. are now in my 
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power," exclaimed his exulring and cowardly foe; 
" sud if you do not here consent to what I shall pro- 
pose, Iwill despatch you upon the spot, akmgwidi 
all your firieads. But if you accede to my proposal, 
you shall all go free.'' ., " Let me hear what it is you 
require," said the otb^. " It is, this : that you auV 
scribe this p^ter with.your own hand; nothing more,", 
said. the villain, " I assure you." : Now t)ie;writii^ 
was to the following tenor : " I do, hereby, certi^ 
and make known, of my own free and uninfluenced 
will, that all. the feats of arras which I have, hi-; 
tharto achieved, whether in jnusts. and tournaments, 
sin^ . battle, or in the field, , were performed , by 
aid of diabolical arts and enchantments, and in no 
way by my own valonr; No one .seed be surprised 
at this, who. rejects upon .the thousand infèrod 
acts daily brought about at the instigation of the 
devil.. I do moreover, here make.confessioi^: tfeat 
I am a most disloyal traitor, , a heretic, and an ath&r 
ist ; in proof whereof I do under my own hand, and 
in the presence of the following witnesses, sub- 
scribe my name to the above true and faithfid decla- 
ration." 

To this vile Awgery the tmfaappy cavalier, as wdl 
to save the lives of his friends as his own, was induced, 
in a fiital moment, to subscribe his pame, in the be- 
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lief that the vengeance of his implacable foe wonld 
dins be latitfiad. For could he have belterad it 
pOMÌble ^t liirtber treacfaery was intended against 
hiiu, be wonld hare died, along with hia iiieads, a 
thooMud deathi, aooaei dian have consented to todi 
an ftct of dishonour, without the hope of ever dar- 
ing hiB &ine. But the moiiient thii unmudy vil- 
lain had obtained the signature of his nams, tunùog 
towards the unfortunate gentleman, be said : " It 
would not have half satiated ntj vengeance, to have 
deprived you of your life, for I have long luted ymt, 
and I have now succeeded in robbing you of yoni 
life, your honour, and your soul itself." Thm, while 
offering up the most piteous prayers for merCy, be 
basely a^Ussinated the wretched cavalier «poit the 
spot ; and gutted with vengeance and Mood,- after- 
wards pennitted the rest of the part/, to retire nnin- 
jnred, who were the means of handing down bis in- 
famy to the execrations of the world. 
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Tbbbe has lately rben up, io a place on the confìnea 
othomhaidj, a new aaint, oaw ready to be added to 
the «alendar. Having abandtmed the profeBaioa of 
curiDg bodies, ia which his consuence began to re- 
prp^cdi him widi having despatched nearly the whole 
list of bis patients to another irorld, he undertook the 
mixe harmless cure of souls, induced by tlie same 
BUtÌTe of enriching himself at the expense of others. 
For bis cloak of reli^on, thai, he assumed a lion'a 
skin,' in whidi he came to Piacenza, entiding bb 
order — The Apostolic Bitw of thb Foca Etait- 

SKLISTB, DT THE HASTT OF THS FtEST HEUKIT, St. 

Paol. 

Tbia new invention he supported by a thousand 
other spiritual ftbrieationa of the same kind, study- 
ing die most successful impostures of bis predeces- 
sors, and persuading the good people, like a rogue as 
he was, to erect him a convent for his new dis-order 
of monks, quite worthy of their great superior, whose 
creed was principally to listen the pockets of their 
congregation, and of simple wayfaring travellera, by 
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virtue of the miradefl and rdics which thejr exhi- 
bited to view. 

Thus, in a short time, firom a death-dealing doctor 
he became a little spìrìàial despot, reconciling it bet- 
ter to hia conscience to tyrannize over the mindf, 
than ta torture the bodies, of his patients ; iinUl for- 
tune, who can ill support the sight even of a good 
man in prosperity, lent him a few such smart kick^ 
in the exercise of his new functiooB, Irom one who 
had detected his imposture, as to lead him. to con- 
clude he had gone somewhat too tu, though he found 
it too late to retrace his steps. ' In short, after- hav- 
ing shorn his flock as close as any shepherd weB 
could,he was himself overreadied, exposed, sndeom- 
pelled to take to flight, by some supericw master in 
the same art, whose subtlety exceeded even his own. 
For though he fought hard to maintain his spiritual 
government, and again to recover his lost ground, it 
Was all in vain; no new relics, no &esh miraelcB 
could avMl him ; the c^arm of his reputation was 
flown, and b still more successful candidate was now 
elected to the throne. 

Under these circumstances he took to an tunbu- 
iaUxj mode of warfare, proceeding from mónastoy 
to monastery, husbanding hia relics and miracles in 
a moat surpnsjng manner, and exhibiting them.only 
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as necenity aecteed to require. In the^ cotmie of 
Aese bis travels, the last and greatest of bis impos- 
ture! is well deserving of lecord, even among those, 
preserved in tbe catalogue of Saa Ciappdle^. It 
hqipened that in journeying one day towards I^izza, 
he was taken aeriously udw^ ; so much so as u. he- 
obliged to seek refuge in a .nej^iboiuing convent,- 
bdonging to the fiiars of I know.not what dis-order,, 
where he was glad to be :able to repose. Here, as- 
long as he had money enough to make himself cma-: 
fitrtid>le, bis.. residence was highly agreeaUe to thfr 
hdy&thers,- although the fkme of bis wicked impos- 
Ures had reached the plaoé before hhn ; but the 
moment bis resources began to fail, .there wu a 
marked change for the worse in their conduct to- 
wards our San Giovamii. Their whispers: b^^ame 
louder, they began to consult the reputation,of their 
monastery, and the patient could scarcely rest.in his 
bed, for tbeir impoctunides to get rid of him and to 
tend him to.-the hospital;, for as to themselves, they 
declared that they, were heartily tired -of him. . In ,this' 
way. they went on, day after day, worse and worse, 4» 
wdl;a8 the.pittient, wbo,.byhia.conditio)),.8eemed re-- 
sc^ed to have-the.ben^t of dying in their hands. 
There was, indeed, only about an(»l>er hour's life in 
him,- when they came to tbe reso^tion of removing 
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ban ; upon wUch, in oidcr better, to defsat tkeii pla^i 
he died in half an hour, coagtattdBtiog hinuidf diat 
he had thua succeeded in laying hie bonea widi 
ihem, li^ a pious monk, even ^«inst their «ill. Hk 
vìkAs fraternity, not a little perplexed how to adi 
and demiens »f abviating the scandi which mij^t 
attach to them, of having received so notorioiu a 
delinquent under their protection, resolved to put 
die best face they could upon the matter, to give 
him all due fimereal honours, in a public and pom- 
pous display, to pronounce an oration, and clear 
his memoiy ftom the vile imputadons cast upon 
it; and if all this proved not enough to abst^ve 
than in the eyes of the people, to canonize him by 
the name of " San Giovanni the younger," withoat 
delay. For this purpose, the most spedcius and wa- 
torical monk of the brotherhood was fixed upon te 
dEJiver the oration, who went throngh the whtde 
service with so much credit bodi to himself tìaà ttf 
die deceased saint; that the people, not sads&ed 
with giving mere empty 'a|^an*es, immediately b»- 
gan a coHeotion, beyond àie ea^iectatioQ of the moM 
Mmguine of the order. Onr hero then was unabi- 
mouily madeasaint, in a Btyle'tbat woaldbaV^eK- 
cited' the any of bis-piedecessor, San Ci^ipefietto, 
and'proceeded to'wariivBTiou?mk»id«s'attc»din^y> 
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But for my own part, I do not give the leut faith to 
dkeae aunts who exdte the wonder and api^use of 
the vulgar, confining it ot^jr to wiA aa are dnly ap- 
proved and beatified by the h<dy church of the fiuth- 
ful M Bone. 
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Two knighti of Portugal, both of wbom ut proba- ' 
bty >tiD in existence, entertaining a mortal enmitjr 
towards each othw, were incessantly occupied in 
studying the surest means of taking revenge. The 
one, however, who first conceived himself injured, 
surpassed his adversary in the vigilance with which 
be watched every occasion of carrying his designs 
into execution. This ferocious disposition was fìir> 
ther nurtured by the circumstance of his inabili^, 
either in (brce or courage, successfully to contend 
with his enany, which, while it compelled him to 
stifle the expression of his hatred, led him to r^ect 
upcm every secret method of annoying him in his 
power. Though fbnnerly of noble and virttunis 
dispositions, this unb^ipy feud had so fkr disor- 
dered his better feelings and his judgment, as to 
induce him to commit one of the most atrodons 
acliimB reccM^ed in history. He watched bis op- 
portunity of surprising and assassinating both the 
fiither and brother of his nobler foe, intelligence of 
which fact having reached the court, a prodama- 
tion was forthwith issued hy die Idngi fwbidding 
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his.subjectSiiundei the.seiereat peiialties,ito.Iud>ouT . 
thetAuthoT of Ho.foul^a crime, while officers. were . 
dMpatched,onall sides. m.pursuit of him. _ ... .. 

After perpetrating the deed, the assaBsin, hearing 
Htp proclamation everywhere bruited in his. ears, and. 
believiag it impossible long to elude the .vigilance .of 
liispursuei3,.toni at.the same.time.by.the.agob^.of 
ranorae,and guilt, came to aresoladon rather of dyii^ 
by the.hand.'of.him.whom.he had so. deeply, injured^ 
than-awaiting the more tardy and. ignominious course 
ofjustice. ..For, having satiated, his.revenge, the.id^ , 
of.whathehad once been,. and of. his Jost, fame and 
honour, rnshed with an OTerwhelming, sense of de- 
spair across his mind ; and he felt.a.dark.and fearfìd 
satisfaction in yielding himself , up to the ..BwoTd,.of 
his deeply injured adyersary. . With this view, he 
secretly issued &om his retreat, under coyer. of. the 
night, and having before day-break reached the jeai- 
dence of himwhom he deemed his executioner, be 
presented himself in his astonished presence with, the 
fatal poniard in hi» hand, kneeling and baring. his 
bosom as he offered it to the grasp of his-foe. 

Impelled by a sudden • feeling, of , revenge, .and 
viewing the. assassin in his power, the cavalier was , 
in the. act of plunging the steel into his Veost, butrer 
«training his passion, and conceiving jt dishonourable 
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to ttlw M) inglaiiotis an adnntagi^ litt fiAg- it tnm 
tim, Hid tncoed hii itoe away. At longdi sommtBd- 
ing hù emodDD, be declued that be wonM Dsvov aain 
hk hands with the blood of & defnacdest nsoi nudi 
loM of BB unarmed kni^t, bctbia-ofiènceS'Whttttb^ 
would: uid withaingulargreaaieM-sitdgeneroBity-ftf 
■on], pn>ceeded to amira dieaisaisìn of bia aa&qr, u 
lanf aa be tenuined widi hhn. Witaeaaing ^ tv- 
Ton of reiBorae and guilt wfaid) aaeoied to atii^ him 
W Ae qniok, and lasTing hia fliMber pyniahment to 
beoTOL, bia gemions ibe attmded him the raaning 
night oa boneback, beyond Ae ecmfinea of the king- 
dom. y«t, on hia retuni, unable to forget dw and 
Bource of bia reaentment, he hastened to theceiavof 
Poitugat, and on obtaining aa audience of bis ma- 
jesty, said that he bad beard of his aien^s-eMape 
from the coun^, and diat be was now probaUy be- 
yond the KBob of justice ^oiying in bis iniqui^ It 
was dierefòie inoumbeot upon him to> adopt aome 
otber means «f redreaaing the wnmga he had sufilnd; 
and hia majesty would oblige him by grantingia safe 
conduct Co hia toe,, to re-enter tbe kmgdOmj so dbat 
be migbt meet him in single battle. " Thnei* only 
one condition," continued die knigfat, "I woiddbe- 
acech your nuges^r to gm^l tli*t if t* rilould' be 
soinrftetmiato as to fid) beneath fais onnii yourm»- 
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jetty will piMH to abudvfr hkn from atthii ofr«Aces, 
and permit himtff go ft«e^ and if, aBlfrndytMaV^ 
ibotddo(AiMeff^«toriM», thtthis AteiduA^eAin 
vyìami»." Tbè king, tridi «MUe ^ifficulbr, b^g 
pMVailad^tipcaffò grant these t^mi), dMAòbleClM- 
li« irdUwfiatdjr de^whed tnetstngets, bea^&tgf ri 
oam a^ safe cUidUbt, abd ar psblJe d^ance to 1& 
esiemy to meet lum in the field, aod yield bìm setfitf- 
betìon in BÌilgle combat according to tbe laws of hd* 
nour, before -the king and court. Willing to aflfoM 
iua enemy the revenge he sought, the assassin, to the 
astonishment of the people, made his appearance on 
the iqtpointed day in the lists, clothed in complete 
annoor, and accepted the challenge proposed. On 
the heralds sounding a charge, they both engaged 
with apparently equal fiiry ; but the injured kni^t 
shortly wounded his antagonist severely in several 
places, and stretched him on the field weltering in 
bis blood. Instead, however, of despatching him, as 
every one expected, on the spot, he raised him up, 
and <»lling for surgical assistance, had him conv^ed 
to a place of safety. His wounds proving not to be 
mortal, the noble cavalier on his recovery accampa- 
nied him into the presence of the king, and declared 
publicly before the whole court, that he granted him 
hia liberty, and his life, entreating at the same time 
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the K^al pardon, for lum,.aiid permÌBsionto reside io . 
■n; part of hk^majeslj'a dominions. 

In kdminttion of his unequalled magnanimity, the . 
king readiljr conceded what he. .wished ; while, the 
unbappy.object of their &Tour, orerwhelmed widi 
fedings c^ remorse and shame, humbled himself be- 
fore his generous conqueror, and ever afterwards 
evinced sentiments of the utmost gratitude and re- 
spect to the ooUe cavalier, being at once the most 
faithiiil friendand follower he ever had. 
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XuERE was a certain Greek gentleman, who, with 
immense wealth, poBseseed an extremely sociable dii- 
pósitibn, which latter quality, however, did not pre- 
vent his entertaining great aversion for every kind of 
scandal and buffoonery. During the summer season 
he usually kept open houBe.'and invited all the most 
estimable characters he could meet with in the vicinity, 
to dine with bim. Now it so happened, that having 
occasion one day to give a splendid feast in bis suite 
of lower rooms, there was introduced to his table 
among others a notorious wit and buffoon of the very 
stamp to which he had taken such an antipathy. 
Even before dinner' was announced, he began to 
broach his budget of news and Ues, and. wicked wit- 
ticisnis, in which he was encouraged by the applause 
of too many of the guests. Perceiving the low' turn 
tlie conversation was taking, the shrewd and accom- 
pliabed host, catching his eye, affected at first to take 
his tricks and witticlstns all in good part, obseiring, 
" How I love a humorous man ! you are heartily wel- 
come", signor ; it is an age since I have met with your 
equal. ' If I thought that exalting you to the head of 
the table could add the least jot to your huniour, by 
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Jove, you should do the honours of the house fot me." 
Then pointing to the grand repast that la; spread 
out before them, be insist^ i^[Mm his first tasting a 
precious kind of wine before sitting down to table, 
adding, with « gay mai j^ous Mpect, " You know 
it lias ever beeo .our custom, ^eademm, prerioBs to 
uraoging our piMes fere, Ao tak* fnecedenee acooid- 
ing U OUT xeqMfltixe «gility. £i»t «f aU, me must 
tiyiriiicli can leap the highest over a banikerdiicf; 
teG«H&y, whidi cw JMip tiie liiithest, raaba^ three 
esaajs each. Whoever jeapa the higbcftt, )«t hoQ 
have the second place ; but whoever jumfA the fsr- 
die«t, Barely he will be entitled to the Svst. Now 
let Boe try wh^dwr I cannot stili preserve my place 
at the head lof ipy «wn taU« t" And boooding up 
three tiso/es to a prodigious height, o^ alert Greek 
made the mt of the company almost despajr. He 
begged the bufibon, by way «f compliment, to follow 
him nex.t, wid then the other guests ; but their ef- 
fi>rts to equal him were vain. " N»w then," cried the 
cmunti " we ^ali see who will have the first place ;" 
aad, tiJiing a start, he made A mo4t' astonishing b^ 
sk^fWndojump, the length i^^e whole ro<wi. In 
fact he vent half-way ^eugh the door, while mur- 
murs of Af^auss f(dlow«d the exploit. Om witty 
gendevaan. iatait up<Ni rivalling the count, and se- 
curiijg the first place at table, summoned all hia 
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■trength, and with the thiid leap ancceeded in beat- 
ing hÌB adversary by at least two feet. When the 
wily Greek saw that he had jiuuped himself faiily 
out of the door, he instantly turned the key upon 
him, shutting in the other guests and himself, and 
cried out in a trium;^iant tone: " Go, for you aie 
benuth our notice : beaten hollow, all to nothing I 
Xiet us sit downl" a prc^Kwal to which tbe otb« 
guest! unanimously assHited. The wit then, fi» dte 
first time in his life, pnhaps, perceived that he had 
been outwitted ; he heard the tonent of laughtec 
boiating from the room, and sou^t a dimier for 
that day dsewbeie. The good host observing that 
they were well rid of such a scandalous, backbiting 
wretch, who only went about batdiing mitdue^ be- 
gan to entertain his ctnupany, like a true gentleman 
as be was, and for once feasted with closed instead 
of opeai doors, a circumstance, however, iriiich sel- 
dom occurred. Oh, that others would take example 
by him, imtead of fostering with Aeir smiles, a set of 
half starved rsgamufBn wits and sycophants, who re- 
pay such kindness by poisoning the real pleasure, and 
destroying the proprieties of decent and respectable 
tables, uttering a thousand tàlsdioods and de&ma- 
tioBs, whidi not unfrequently end in heart-burnings, 
duels, and deadi itsdf I 
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Two young courtiers once laid a |Jot together to 
carry off a beautiful yoiing girl from faer mother'B 
protection; one of whom, havingalready engaged Iier 
affections, succeeded, under the most solemn pro> 
mises of marriage,' in seducing her from the-futh of 

- duty. Though of humble origio, she was ^ intelli- 
gent and accomplished as she was beautiful, yet her 
youth and inexperiraice, united to the pleadings of 
affection, at length' betrayed her to her ruin. She 
nevertheless placed such unbounded confidence in 
her lover's honour, and such was the asòendency he 

' acquired over her; that she was prevailed upon, when 
the ardour of his love had passed away, to resume her 
former dress, and consent to return to her motha-'s 

' home, in' the belief that on the appointed day he 
would come and claim her hand in marriage. - In 
this' way she was, late one evening, borne by these 
bad friends to her former dwelling, one of them pre- 
tending to bind himself for the fìilfilment of the other's 
engagements. They left her a little money, and toob 
their léaveof their weeping victim, repeating their 
fìdse promises of a speedy return. 
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' Here ber unhappy t9ÌtuatÌoti could not long be 
concealed irom bermother, nhose mingled grief and 
passion on learning the fatal trutb, were such as only 
a mother can' fully appreciate, but wbich it is impos- 
sible to convey in words. Drowned id tears of an- 
guish, ber daughter in vain attempted to inspire her 
with the bopes she herself felt, to excuse the conduct 
aod aaieit the honoiùable intentiotu of her lover. 
!nie mother soòd saw the fuU exteat of her poor girl's 
nriBfoKune, tbe long tissue of premeditated cruelqr 
and deceit to which ahe bad fallen a prey ; and tbe 
hand wbich bad been suddenly raised, as if to strike 
her to the earth; only claBped her neck in the fulness 
of maternal sorrow and affection. But tbeir unhap- 
l^iesBididnot'rest here; the tongue of scandal soon 
became busy with tbdr good name, which bad lately 
ranked among the best and purest, and tbe mo- 
ther, goaded wilb redoubled anguish, now insisted 
upon their appealing to the Duke Alexander for re- 
dress, not the least distinguished among tbe Medici 
for bia love ofjiistice throughout Florence. With 
patient attention the duke listened to her unhappy 
story,- and told her to wipe away her tears, for that, 
as far a> depended upon him, she should no longer 
have occasion to weep. Then taking her mother 
aside, he said, " I wish you to be civfl to these gentle- 
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mpa : invite them to your houae ; let your darter 
odertain tbem like other company, and oontrire that 
they shall sup together. Mtn^orer, observe my con- 
manda in every thing I shall direct, and despair oat, 
far we will secure the future happiness of yoar 
danghter. But Ivealhe not a word of what I say to 
you ; if you have the weakness, like most women, to 
talk of your own afiairs, and let ray name a|^pear in 
this, ill betide the fortunes of your &nùly, for you 
will forfeit my iavoui, and the dowry which it is mj 
intraition to bestow upon your daughter, and remain 
in greater diagnce than before. Be secret, tbecdEwet 
and let me bear from you oa die occasioa f have 



In obedience to the duke's wishes, the lady pot tbe 
whole aSair into train ; and one day as the &ir gU 
sat binding her hair upon the sunny side of a g^^e 
hill, lying beyond btx flower garden, she perceived 
the two cavaliers approaching her. They saw, and 
accosted her, while her mother received them vrith 
cheerful loaika at the door, and inviting them in, pro* 
ceeded to regale them in the best style she conld. 
Id the mean time she informed the duke of diór ar- 
rival, who, accompanied by a lew sdect officers, di- 
recdy set off, and joined the lady at her bouse. Soon 
after alighting, he took occasion* to entreat the lady 
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M Aen him tlnoiigh bei bwqùod. This she waa ^ 
paxently conipdled W do ; and frhen tbey approached 
tbe apartmait where the part^ veie suppng together, 
she aSected to tum his excellency aside, obsenring 
aload, " There ia nothing further worthy of youi ex- 
odleacy A notice ; anKxelumherrooni." — "Bntlwill 
sae it, nevHthelesB," interrupted hia giace, "Iwillsee 
it i" and suddenly i^iening die door, he bdidd hia two 
oooitien, with the lovely girl leated betweea th»n, 
agofiag thwooelvea in the beat style, and inugioiiig, 
ia tbeir ctmceit, that &ey were now equally aec^table 
to both the ladies of the hoose. " Ckwd ni^t, my 
Iwds," cried the duke, " I msh you joy ; yon laem 
extremely xxMa&rtid>le here." Hi^ both directly 
loae in the utmost omfusion at the aigfat of the duLe, 
while tbe timid ^rl, unable to ctmtend.with her SeA- 
iage, Imrst into a flood of tears. " Weep not," said 
(be didce to her, in a gentle vmce, "good girls are ti- 
ways ta be found at botne ; they do not run aftw 
eonrticratoodierpeojde'B houses; you confer honour 
^pon your household by stirring wh^ you ate." 
Thou|^dterewu a tone of irony in this, followed by 
aome severe yet well meant reflections and adviee, 
he minted with them so much gentleness and pi^, 
that she thanked him even in hw tears. Me then de- 
dared that he had come for the sole purpose of 
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bettoning her hand in marriige, and of conferring' 
' on hei a dowry of fire hundred crowns. - Turning 
next towards one of his first officers, he continaed, 
" Would you ddgn to accept this gentleman as your 
husband ? Does he please you ?" Drooping her fair 
headi unable for some minutes to reply, she 'could 
only at length sob out : "No, no husband, but he 
who promised to take me as his wedded wife."^ — 
" What," said the duke, "are you then already mar- 
riedr — "This, my lord, ia the gendeman who' gave 
me his tows and swore to make me his wife." IT» 
duke then turning round upon the courtier, with' a 
noble and determined air, "If this be the truth,"'*he 
continued, " how happens it that I find the lady in 
this house, and in company with this other gentle- 
man at table ? Wherefore does she not sit at your 
table? What am I to thmk of dua?"— " He is my 
iriend," said the guilty courtier, "be will witness 
ftw me" but he stammered out only some un- 
meaning words, and stood' covered with confiiwrnas 
the diAe pro<;eeded ; " And had you both fbrgotMn 
that there was yet such a governor as Alexander de' 
Medici alive ? that there was yet justice in the land ? 
Speak, fair lady ; which of these gendemen do you 
fix upon as your lawful husband V' — " No other, so 
please your -excellency," she repUed, " hut he -who 
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hu oflened promÌBcd to make me his." — " It ia 
raough," continued the duke, " what you aik ia only 
jiut ; and to Bhcn jrou that justice is one of the vir- 
tnes that I lore, receive thia ring, signor, and espouse 
the young woman before my eyes. And you," he 
observed, addressing the courtier's corapanio>«, " wiH 
be kind enough to add to the lady's dowry, the sum 
of fire hundred crowtta, the same amount that I hare ' 
myself given her." Then, having been witness to the 
marriage, he departed with the whole of his train, in- 
cluding the bridegioom'a false iriend, leaving the 
happy young bride and her husband in dieir mother's 
bouse. 
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Thib writer was a Venetian gentleman and a se-' 
nalor, more distinguished, perhaps, for his antiqua- 
rian researches, and as the founder of the present 
sjitera of studying ancient- medals, than for his 
superior exceUence as a novelist. A few stories, 
bowever, rather of an historical than an itn^inary 
cast, are to be met with in his work of the Sei Gior- 
aate,* that may possess, sufficient attractions for the 
genuine lovers of fiction. It xoade its first appear- 
ance under the auspices of the once celebrated critic 
Lodovico Dolce, to whom the author presented the 
MS,, from which it was put forth at Venice.-j- Se- 
bastiaha was bom on the'ldth of June, 1525, and 
was'the son of Antonio Erizzo, a distinguished se> 
natorj by a daughter of the Cavaliero Cohtarini. He 
pursued bis studies in Greek and Roinan literature at 
Padua, and afterwards devoted his whole attention to 

'* Le Sri Gionute di Ktma SebtMàaso Eric», dtile in luce 
da UeaKi Lodofieo Dolce, all' Blutiiaómo Sigiioie Fedenco 
Cmuagii, Muchese dj Giznolo. Vtaaia, Gio. Vaiiica c com' 
pipii: 1567, 
t Dolce'a Dedicatory Epistle, dated Venice, Jime 15, 1567. 

VOt. Ill, K 



edbvCoOglc 



176 SBBASTUKO SKIZXO. 

phOouphy, in which, if we ara to give credit to 
Dolce, he made a great proficiency, as bis numerous 
Moral Tales, which he very properly so called, to 
distinguish them from the class of Novelle, suffi- 
ciently testify. In his commendations, howero', botli 
of their style and character, his friend Dolce would 
appear to hare departed somewhat fkim his us^al 
path as a critic, to enter upon the pleaaanter duty of 
the panegyrist 

He,no doubt very conscientiously, anoounces, "that 
he should be defrauding the reader of much vsk- 
aUe moral improvement, and the author of his just 
fione, were be to dqnive the world of the labours of 
so learned and distinguished a youth." But whaterer 
allowance we ought to ma^ lor the praises bestowed 
npoD a younj^ acquaintance, by a critic to whom he 
presented his work, such is ita remaining merit, as to 
in^ce the traosl&tor to present a lew specimens c^a 
production, which Dolce declares to be " in evny 
point deserving of the very highest applause." 

Eriszo bore the reputation of a good poet, as meli 
as of a novdist, antiquary, and philosopher. He 
was entrusted with many important commissions by 
his country ; sat in the Council of Ten ; and died at 
the age of sixty, in V«ùce. Honourable tnention is 
made of him by Crescimbeni and other literary his- 
torians. 
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NOVELLA XXV. 

i HEOOLLSCT having once heard a Spanish goitle- 
man, who had resided aome time at the court of 
Portugal, r^te a quarrel vhich took place there 
between a master of the king's bed-chamber, and 
one of the other courtiers. The former, whose name 
waa Giovanni, believing himsdf' slighted by his ene^ 
ray, resolved to let no opportunity escape bim of 
edecting a bitter revenge. And to such a length did 
his animosity proceed, that smarting under his ima- 
ginary disgrace, he contrived to surprise the other, 
sword in hand, and assassinate him while walkiAg, 
in open day, a few miles out of the city of Lisbon. 
Having committed the act, be instantly fled beyond 
Ae confines of the kingdom, seeking shelter at Vil- 
TSO, in Bbcay, his native place. The king, being 
greatly grieved to hear of the sudden and unhappy 
death of a courtier, whom he had long esteenied 
both for his pleasing manners and for his prowess . 
in the field, commanded the strictest inquiries to be 
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instituted. Finding that Giovanni no longer made 
Ilia appearance, no one hearing tidings of him, and 
the particulars of the previous i^uarrel being publickly 
known, hia majesty was at no loss bow to account tbr 
the assaaiination, which was soon after indeed ascer- 
tained to have been perpetrated by the hand of Gio- 
vanni. A heavy price was therefore imposed, by royal 
order, upon the criminal's head, as a reward to 
whomsoever would deliver him up, either dead or 
alive, into the hands of justice. 

Now as soon as Don Pietro, steward of the royal 
household, heard the tenor of the proclamarmi, 
though he had formerly been greatly indebted, and 
even owed his Ufe, to Giovanni, who had cleared him 
from some unjust accusations, for which he would, 
otherwise have sufiered ; yet, unmindful of all the 
past kindness and obligations which he had received, 
and instigated by the amount of the reward, he was 
ungenerous enough to use every means of discovCT- 
ing his former friend's retreat. Accidentally heuing 
from an acquaintance, travelling frum Biscay, that 
Giovanni had there sought refuge, he carefully con- 
cealed these tidings from the rest of the court ; but. 
took occasion, in an audience with die king, to acquaist 
him that he had at length discovered the plyce^f his 
retreat ; intimating that it would not be long heSxt 
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be should present his majesty with tLe criminal's 
head. After receiving, thereforcr full assurance of 
the promised renard, Pietro, being well armed and 
mounted, departed the next morning with all speed 
towards Biscay, and arriving within a few days at 
Vilvao, he secretly proceeded to discover traces of 
Giovanni. When . h^ had succeeded in this object 
he next took' some apartments near his residence, 
where he determined to await a favourable occasion 
of carrying his nefàrious project into execution. Un- 
happily for-the object of his treachery, this was too 
soon afibrded, Giovanni bein^ engaged to go as far 
as the port of San Sebastian, where he was to await 
tie . arrival of one of his brothers, returning from a 
long voyage. The insidious: Pietro observed the 
pteparations for his departure, and suspecting that 
he was about to leave the city, resolved to keep him 
company, the better to effect his design. Watching 
the hour. when he set out, shortly afterwards the 
traitor himself secretly took horse, and following 
aomtt part of the way at a convenient distance, he at 
length perceived him approaching the foot of a high 
mountain. In afewTuoments he was at, his side; 
and tuniing suddenly t^n him, he seized the reins 
of Giovanni's horse, accosting him at the same time 
with a fierce and threatening aspect : " Stand, villain. 
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~ traitor as thou art, and yield me, as in spite of tbee, 
thou shalt, thy coward life ! Lo, thou art taken in 
the sanie snares which thou didst most raalidooily 
and traiUnroiuly prepare for one of the noblest knights 
of Portugal ; but thou shalt no longer live to boast 
ihee of tliat vile and savage deed !" The wretched 
Giovanni hearing these words, while he recognized 
the features of his friend Pietro, nith trembling and 
conscience-smitten voice, thus replied : " I know not, 

Pietro, wliether I ought to yield credit to my 
senses, and whether it can he really you whom I see 
before me, wliose voice I hear, and whose hand I 
thus clasp in mine. An unhappy man am I, if yon 
be no longer the same friend whom I once knew at 
the court of our monarch! Do I say friend? nay, my 
most dear and intimate companion, in whose love and 
honour I ever reposed the utmost trust: and more 
yet, whose very life I saved from the malice of ene- 
ndes and the indignation of the king. Is it tbeu, 
with such a countenance, with such words, — nay, 
look not thus fiercely on me, — that you repay all the 
fevours I conferred upon you ? Say, did you not once 
promise, in the fulness of your heart, grateful for the 
life you had received, to watch ever feithfiiBy and 
fondly over mine ? Could I even have dreamed that 

1 had need to guard my bosom from the secret dag- 
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ger <tf one vbo, indebted to me for hii life, had 
•Horn to ihield me from every haim ? When did I 
in thought or word, lince that time, offend you, that 
I shoidd receive so bitter a recompense for all my 
loveT I know not, unless you resent my having 
rescued you from an ignominious death. Yet com- 
mon humanity, to say nothing of reason and grati- 
tude, should lead you to take compassion on me, on 
my yovng wife, and in&nt boy, and not to think of 
depriving them of their only protector, in bo savage 
a way. If you have a fother, Pietro, theQ think of 
muie, whose sole support I am: he is bent down 
with grief and age ; come with roe, and restore me 
to him : let him not live to hear that you have cut 
.me off in the summer of my days. Besides, I am 
going far, very far, to see one of my brothers, whom 
I bad long wept as dead. He is but just arrived, 
and you will not refuse to let me behold him before 
I die. Nay, do not strike me : I am unarmed ; but 
put yourself for a moment in my place, and then act 
as you would yourself be treated. Grant but my 
life, and my whole fortune shall be at your disposal. 
What gain, what triumph can be yours, to slay me 
thus unarmed? You say it was thus I slew my 
enemy ; but he was not my friend, and by repeated 
insults he provoked his &te. He too would have 
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done the like by me, bad not juM heaven diapowd it 
otherwiK, and faToured the righteous cnue. Ven- 
ture not, thorefotie, to imbrue youF bands in innocent 
blood, — nay, worse, — in the blood of your friend and 
benefactor, drawing down upon yourself the male- 
diction of heaven and of manjund." Here he ceased ; 
but the savage and avaricioui Pietro, deaf to bU his 
entreaties and to his last prayers for mncy, as if 
he took pleasure in prolonging his torment, haying 
seized him by the throat, slowly raised his weapon, 
and proceeded to execute bis ferocious purpose. 
Striking him a violent blow upon the neck, he half 
severed bis head from bis body, and repeating bis 
strokes with the utmost fury on various parts of hii 
person, he soon laid the unbapj^ Giovanni dead at 
his feet. With the same unrelenting ferocity, he iben 
separated the head from the yet warm and reding 
corpse; and bearing it along with him, he hastened 
from that wild and terrific scene, with the feelings 
rather of a demon than afa man. Insensible as yet 
to the retributive pangs that awaited him, he took 
his dark and solitary way back to the Portuguese 
capital, accompanied only by the bloody witness of 
his crime, over lonely plain, valley, and mountain, 
heedless alike of the smiles or frowns of nature, and 
'of the sleeping vengeance of the heavens above'IiiiD. 



i,Goot^lc 



NOVELLA XXV. 16S 

He did not scruple to present the head of Ma friend 
at court, claiming tie reward due for the death of a 
criminal, whom he hoasted to have slain widi his own 
hand. Nor did he for a long period seem at all 
troubled with the recollection of so foul an offence, 
though, douhtlesB, however slow, his punishment 
would be no less sore, either here or hereafter. For 
it is almost impossible, indeed, to estimate the ini- 
quity of an action, which, added to'its cold^ilooded 
feroci^/, involved, such an extent of enormous and 
unexpected ingratitude. 
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Ai the period when the tyrant Nieoclea swayed tbe 
aceptre of Sicyon, alike feared and hated by its dà- 
zena, two only were found, who equally disdngui^Md 
by their rank, tbeir wealth, and their qiirit, disdained 
longer to bear the intolerable weight of hia oppies- 
aioD. Surpassing their fdlow citizens as well in 
courage as in rank, they were the first to coiKpiie 
bother how they might best attere the treedom 
of their native place, diough even by the death of its 
despotic ruler : aware that the seeds of liber^ are 
best watered with the blood of ita enemies. With 
this view, baring fixed upon a certain hour and spot, 
they waited with much anxiety for the period of its 
accomplishment, but, seized with a sudden panic 
when the momeot arrived, one of the twoconspira- 
toTs refused to proceed anyfiirther in&eaffiiir. Not 
satisfied with this, and atraid ef being anticipated b; 
his colleague, be went instantly to the palace of dK 
tyrant, and the better to ingratiate himself, acquaint- 
ed him with the whole transaction ; efiecling at the 
same time to have given ear to it pnly with a view of 
revealing the real author to the king, as was the du? 
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of every loyal subject. Having in this nuuuwr been 
nisde acqaunted with the full particulais of the con- 
^incjr, Nicocles, giving entire credit to the account, . 
despatched forthwith a. company of his guards to the 
residence of Timocrates, with orders to level the 
gates with the ground, toiA to bear the traitor alive 
into his presence. 

The noble citizen was in this wa^ seized and car- 
ried before the tyrant, who, having feasted his eyes 
with the sight of his victim, and tlirown him into one 
of his most horrid dungeons, condemned him on the 
very same day to die. But, bb it was the custom of 
those times, that such as were found guilty of capital 
crimes, should be executed during the night within the 
walls of theÌE dungeon, when their cries could not be 
heard, Timocrates was thus condemned to sufièr oa 
the following evening. When tidings of thid ter- 
rific punishment came to tha ears of his poor consort, 
Arsinoe, who was most tenderly attached to her hus- 
band, so great waa her surprise and terror, as well 
mgii to deprive her of existence. On recovoing 
Roffidently to dwell upon the dreadful subject, she 
long revolved every means that her afiection could 
suggest, of averting so heavy and unexpected a cala- 
mity. Shie well knew, how worse than unavailing it 
woold be to pour her prayers and tears at the (éet of 
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the tyiaat, a nieaaure that might crown thai' Bufikf 
ings, by bringing along with it the dishonour u.ndl 
u the death of her huslnuid. She resolved ibea, to 
think and to act only f<v herself; and it was not long 
before her ingenuity supplied her with &a idea, which 
with fearless breast she prepared to carry into speedy 
effect. On the erening that her consort was to suier, 
no sooner was it twilight, thau'wrapping herself in a 
dark cloak, and veiling her beauty in deep black 
crape, she took her fearM and solitary way, without 
acquainting a single firiend with her purpose, towards 
the dungeon prepared for the tomb of all she held nio»t 
àeai. On her arrival, taking aside one of the guards, 
she besought him, bitterly weeping while she spoke, 
to permit her to see her husband for a few ni<nnettls 
before he died, and to yield her the sad consolation of 
a last tear, a last embrace, without which they should 
neither of them die in peace. Touched at her deep 
and passionate distress, the rest of the guards ga- 
thered round her, and unable long to resist her en- 
treaties, they all of them, catching the soft infectioD 
from each other, at length agreed to let her pass. 

On beholding her husband, however, instead of 
longer giving way to womanly lamentations and teara, 
Arainoe assumed all the fortitude of a. heroine, boldly 
yet sweetly advising and consoling him, wliife she 
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entreated him no longer to despair. Then, hastily 
acquainting him with her plan, she began to arr^y 
him in her own dress, and having disguised his tace 
in the thick veil, and thrown the.cloak over his shoul- 
ders, she took one kiss, breathed a sofl farewell) and 
quiedy assumed his place. The guard», believing 
that it was the lady returning, apparendy drovroed in 
grie^ ofièred no sort of opposition ; and in a little 
"Me Timocrates was beyond the limita of the tyrant's 
sway. But the hour was come, when the executions 
proceeded with the guards to receive his victim from 
tbeir hands, bearing along with biiyi the infernal im- 
plemaits of his trade. What was their surprise, on 
approaching nearer, to lay their unhallowed hands 
upon a gentle and beauteous lady, who was immedi- 
ately borne by the executioner into the tyrant's pre- 
teiKe, to learn in what way he was to proceed. Here 
■be was received with scowUng and terrific looks, 
while she appeared, wholly .unable to answer the 
threats and inqukies of the incensed prince. Vainly 
attempting to hide her terror, she again and again 
burst into tears whenever she prepared to speak, so 
as even to awaken some touch of compassion in the 
tyrant's obdurate breast. " Be not so much alarmed, 
lady," he continued, in an altered tone : " what is it 
you fear ? only reveal the real motives which ledyou 
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to set my power Bt defisBce, to rescue my prisoDer, a 
iraitor doomed to death, apd to deceive my guards T 
— " Neither," replied Arsinoe, " was it to defy your 
power, nor to deceive yonc officers ; it was love, mily 
love and pity for my unhappy husband that impdled 
me to it; and I would hazard much, much more, 
even more than lif^ itself, did I posaesa it, for his 
Bake. When the fearfid tidings burst upon me, when 
I beard that be was condemned to sufier an ignomi- 
nious death, and when I tweeted upon his viht^ 
life and conduct, nor found the slightest cause for 
blame, or for your princely displessuie, I was deter- 
mined to peril every thing for his rescue. This I 
have dcHie, and succeeded : and I willingly yield me 
a victim, if such I must be, in his place. Yet I 
would still hope that you will not behold my afflic- 
tion and my tears unmoved ; but attribute all my 
error and my crime to the tender love I bore him, 
a love which grew up with our earliest years, and 
which is such that you' must tear away tny heart- 
strings before I can quietly see him perish. Surdy 
tbea you cannot pretend to exercise any law against 
true and devoted afiection : severe as you are esteem- 
ed to be, you would not punish me for feelings over 
which I have no control," 

Such was the aSbcdng appeal of the wretched Ar- 
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nooe, which produced *o extnordinarj an e0èct upon 
the miod of Nicodes, that, cruel and unforgÌTiOg as 
be naturally was, and vehemently exaapeiated againM 
l^mocratea in particular, he yet felt hia fury and in< 
dignatioii die away within him at the sound of her 
mournfiil words. He, therefore, admitted her conjugal 
affection to be a aufficìent justification of bet conduct, 
and dismissed her uninjured from his presence. But 
not so fortunate were the guarda, whose humani^ 
was deserving of a hetter late. Agunst them his , 
wrath burned with unmitigated fury. "And now seise 
me those caitiff villains," cried the tyrant, ■' who, ialse 
to their trust, permitted access to my prisoner ': their 
blood be upon their own heads ; for I will never con- 
tent to be thus wholly cheated out of my revenge ;'' 
and the unhappy guards were accordin^y led to exe- 
cution by the hired mercenaries of the tyrant. In 
the course of a short time, Arsinoe, having obtained 
tidings of her Husband, disguised herself in male at- 
tire, snd accompanied by a single foithiiil servant, 
fled secretly from her house, and joined the object of 
her love in a distant and secure retirement. 
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Thb &nuly of this noveligt, beconung pcutizaiu of 
the Guelf faction, were hanished early in the four- 
teenth century from Lucca. Afierwarda, on its res- 
toration, it became very powerfiil, various bianche* 
spreading throughout the different states of Italy. 
From some drcumstances. Indeed, connected with 
the fortunes of his family, Granucc! is said to have 
derived many of his stories, expressly stating in his 
work, as we learn from Mr. Dunlop,t that when on 
a visit to Sienna, in 1668, he availed himself of the 
occaaion to reach the little town of Fienza, iii the vi- 
dnity, for the .purpose of inquiring whether there 
were any descendants of the family name remaining 
in those parts. Me then goes on to relate, that two 
very respectable cititens bore him company to a mo- 
nastery in the neighbourhood of Pienza, whence he 

* Ia piaceTol Notte e lieto Giorno, OpKi Horale di Nicolao 
Onimcd di Locca, indiiiiiatii al molto Magaifica e Notnliuima 
Big. M. Giuseppe Aroalfini, Geutilnoma Luccheae. Verna», 
apfccMO Jacomo Vidalì, fivo. 1674. 

t Hiator; of FictioD, vol. ii. p. 469. 
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anbaequentljr proceeded to visit the Villa di Tojano, 
in company with one of the monks, who relates a va- 
riety of Blonee, and presents him, likewise, on part- 
ing, with a MS., which furnished him with the mate- 
rials from which he compiled his work, and which, the 
author in his preface declares, " well merited the title 
of Selva di varia Iniotw." Though the style of this 
writer can by no means boast the ease and elegance 
of some of the earlier novelists, it is nevertheless, &>t 
that age, estremely good. For being an avowed 
imitator and admirer of Boccaccio, he was at the 
pains of rendering his Ttieide,' £rom oaaoa rima 
into prose ; a task which fully entitled him, we think, 
to claim some acquaintance with the taste and purity 
of that writer's language. 

He flourished shout the year 1570. His moral 
work, entitled, "La Piacevol Notte e Lieto GiorAo," 
the Delightful Night and Pleasant Day, made its 
appearance, with the date of 1674, at Venice. 

* La Texidc di M. Gknaiuii Boccaccio, &c., di ottava, riau 
ta ID prom pel Nicolao Granucci di Lucca, &c. 
"incarno Btudnj^ ; UT9. 
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NOVELLA 1 



Ih the magnificeat city of Ferrara, about the tune 
of duke Borao, dwelt a noble youth of the name of 
Polidoro. Becoming deeply attached to one of the 
most beautiful girls in the whole place, he had aoon 
the happiness of acquiring such an interest in her 
afTectionti, as to induce her to yi^ her consent to a 
speedy union. As she had numerous other suitors, 
however, of whom Polidoro was extremely jealous, 
she waa persuaded, in order to allay bis apprehensions, 
in the mean time, unknown to her friends and family, 
to give him frequent meetings, in one of which he 
prevailed upon her to accept the marriage ring from 
his hand, as a pledge of bis honourable views. Hav- 
ing then taken leave of each other, the promised 
bride retired to rest; but soon after midnight she 
was awoke, and imagined she heard some one enter- 
ing her chamber window : she arose ; and beheld by . 
the light of the moon, one of the most daring of her 
rejected lovers, who bad already made good his en- 
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trance. Having only a single moment to decide how 
she could best defend her menaced honour, which 
she was aware she should equally forfeit by giving 
vent to her cries, she seixed a weapon which lay near 
her, and smote the youth so severely on the templet, 
that he immediately fell headlong to the ground, at 
the very moment when he fancied he was about to sue- 
ceed in his attempt. His cries drawing the ofiBcers 
of justice to the spot, a strict search took place, dur- 
ing which, the unfortunate Polidoro, being the only 
person found near the place, was forthwith seised, 
upon suspicion of having auassinated his rival, and 
was thrown into the public prison. 

Fearful only of casting the least imputation upon 
the reputation of her he loved, he at once admitted 
the charge of having perpetrated the deed, a sup- 
posed crime for which he was adjudged to aufier 
death. Tidings of the unhappy result of this affiur 
coming, the ensuing day, to the ears of bis betrodted 
bride, she hesitated not an instant in what way to 
act Heedless of consequences, she set out £>r ijie 
palace of the duke, where, half wild with grief and 
terror at the idea of her lover having already suGTered, 
she became clamorous for an audience, the people on 
all sides making way for her, until she was at length 
stopped by the officer upon guard at the ducal gates. 
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Her psuioiute qipeàls, howerer, for adnitUnce 
were here irreaistible, and she was coaducted in s 
abort time into thè audience chamber, before the 
duke and his whole comrL But regardless of lur- 
roonding objects, she singled out him of whom she 
was in search, and throwing hnself at his feet in 
■D the sweet disorder of distressed beauty, which 
he^htened rather than diminished her channs, she be- 
wugfat his demencf and pitf in ,tbe following terms : 
" Heaven, that has given me access to your excel- 
lency, nill, I fervently trust, incline your heart also 
to listen to me, to listen to justice and to truth. Le^ 
not the innocent, my honoured lord, sufilèr for the 
gniliy ; the cause for which I appear before you, 
however much it may seem to reflect upon myself, 
will not permit me to be longer silent. Believe me, 
then, when I say that the prisoner Polidoro and my 
nnhappy self have been long, though secretly, betroth- 
ed to e»ch other, and we were on the eve of becomiog 
united, when the deceased youdi, for whose death he 
has been made responsible, urged by envy and dis- 
appointment, had the shameless audacity to make at- 
tempts upon my honour, by stealing his way into my 
chamber by night. At the same hour came my be- 
trothed husband, whom I had consented to meet, in 
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ordei to arrange measures of reconciliation with' our 
friends, as well as lo obviate the effects of some un- 
grounded jealousy in regard to the deceased, which 
had been some time before preying upon hia mind. 
And for this reason only had I consented to unite my 
&tewithbis, before wehadsncceeded in obtaining the 
favourable decision of our friends. We had scarcely 
taken leave of each otiier, when, on retiring to rest, 
I was soon 'after startled out of my slumbers by 
hearing the sash of my chamber window open, and 
beheld with terror the head of the dec^sed, who 
had succeeded in scaling the walls, and was about to 
invade the sanctuary of my rest.- Impelled at once 
by fear and indignation, I snatched the ^word that I 
bave long kept near my couch, and struck the inva- 
der of my honour with the utmost strength I cotdd 
command. He fell to the ground,' and by the just 
award of heaven, rather than by any power of mine, 
he shortly afterwards expired. 

" In the tumult thus caused, it was not long before 
the captain of the band with his followers rushed to- 
wards the spot. What was my surprise and horror, 
then, to hear this very morning that my bdoved and 
innocent Polidoro had been just seized, convicted, 
and lay under sentence of death, preferring rather to 
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auSei eVety thing than even to betray my name. 
Deserted, alone, and fearful of conSding the'dicum- 
stances of onr union to any ; fearfiil even of the jea- 
lous reproaches of my Polidoro, to whom or whither 
could I tum fix advice and aid — whither, I repeated 
in my despair, but to the source of honour and jus- 
tice itself, at the feet of our most noble and righteous 
duke?" 

Here, no longer able to control her emotions, the 
lovely Ortensia ceased to spealc, but not to weep, 
until the duke kindly raising her up, and assuring 
her she had no cause tor such excessive sorrow, as 
tar as it lay in his power to remove it, she attempted 
to recover her icoroposure. " But is he free ! is he 
^lardoned V inquired the anxious giil, with breathless 
haste, almost resisting his efforts to raise her from 
the ground. " Yes, yes, you are both free," nijoin- 
éd the duke, with one of his most benevolent and 
irresistible smiles j " you are both free to be as 
happy as you please, and, as I doubt not, you de- 
serve to be, as far as my influence, at least, with 
both your parents, can be supposed to be of any 
avail. For it is impossible that I should not believe 
what you say; your words and looks have the stamp 
of truth impressed upon them ; and the only part of 
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the ifiur, I dnnk, wliidi we have to r^;ret, is youi 
«urpaiHiig lovdinew and worth, iriiich doubtka 
led to the &til entnpnze of the poor enamonied 
boy. You have taught others, however, by hU ikte, 
ikii iady, to keep a more leapectflil distance ; and 
we are. iàr from wishing to find fault with you for 
■hewing the courage of the heroine as well as the 
afièction of the woman. You have our fuD appro- 
bation and respect." But the scene which she had 
now gone through, and cren supported, undl the 
duke ceased to speak, with so much animatioa and 
courage, was too affecting to be longer borne ; she 
gazed timidly around the court, and hearing some 
muriours of applause as the duke concluded, aware 
that the eyes of numbers were upon her, all her 
womanly fedings, all her sensibiUty &nd delicacy, 
came into audden play ; she grew pale, she trem- 
Ued, and the next moment fainted in the duke's 
arms. " I trust we have done do mischief hen," 
he contiaued, as he himself bore her, followed by 
the princesses, into another saloon ; " she will re 
cover, and we will all of us yet be present to grace 
her approaching nuptials." And our noble duke fa- 
formed what he had thus promised ; for he hinuelf 
saw and leconcHed the rival &miliea ; api as be 
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witchod the hand of the bilgfat Ortensia conferred 
iipon the happy Polidoro, he observed to one of the 
courtiers near him, " 1 think she did well to put the 
other poor fellow first out of his pain ; he conld not 
have bonie thii." 
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Although &□ accomplished writer, a loldier, and a 
scholar, Mori does not stand in the first rank of the 
novelists of the sixteenth century, subsequent to 
which period few good writers of Italian fiction have 
flourished. He was by birth a Mantuan, and spent the 
greatest part of bis life in the service of the princes of 
the house of Gonzaga. One of the mnnbers of this fa- 
mily be accompanied into Hungary, with the view of 
assuting tbe emperor Maximilian against the Turks, 
in Uis campugns with tbe famous Solyman. He next 
entered into the service of Venice, as a volnnteer, in 
its wan with tbe same power. From these circum- 
stances, and tbe dedication of his novels to Vicenza 
Gonzaga, prince of Mantua, we gather that be wrote 
towards the close of the sixteenth century. He pro- 
posed a second series of his stories; but these, as ùa 
as can be ascertained, he either never produced, or 
never published. Each novel is introduced with a 

* Fiimt Fute delle Vovelle dìAicaiiioMori daOiio. Msn- 
tui, FnutcHca Omuhi, 8to. 1S8S. 
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poetical address to some prince of the houseB of 
Gonsaga or of Medici, -in the form of a madrigal or 
a sonnet i for which, iioyrevet, he does not seem Eo 
have been indebted to the pea of his friend, Torquato 
Tasso, with whom he is said to have been very inti- 
mate. An interesting letter, indeed, written b; the 
great poet to the novdist, is yet extant, an extract 
from which is given in Mr. Black's "Idfe of Tasso." 
Mori is by no means so Toluminous a writer ss 
many of his contemporaries, the number of his sto- 
ries not exceeding fifteen : these are dedicated to his 
patron, Vicenzo Goiizaga, the prince who so baady 
assassinated the Admirable Crichton. The third in 
the series is a story, to be found in the fbUoning 
■election, of a messenger, trarellitig post with a 
pardon for a criminal ; but stopping to observe the 
whole iorocess of an execution just as be arrived,'be 
does not deliver bis message until alt is over. Many 
of his novels are supposed to consist of real inci- 
dents, often very minutely described, with particu- 
^r allusion to the time and place, though he aflects 
to disguise the names, per comeniatti rupetii,— for 
good reasons. This he takes care to repeat in se- 
veral of his historical tales, shewing from various 
little circumstances, that he was well acquainted widi 
the parties. Thus in his fourth novel, 'of Giuho 
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and Lidia, he obierrefl in i^aid to hia heroine, after 
omitting the place of her residence, ptr convenietui 
rùpelti, that he does not know whether to rank her 
among the downright plain or the beautiful ; but that 
if all the handsome women were to be banished, she 
would nm very little risk. The same might be ob- 
aerred of his eighth novel, and many others, all 
whid), we may add, are distinguished for their hu- 
mour and for the eoBioeas of their style. 
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NOVELLA n. 

There once di*elt in our good city of Mantua; a 
certain Messer Maffeo Strada, an elderly gendeanan 
of very unobjectionable manners, and well to do in 
ihe world. But, though extremely active and vigilant 
in his afikirs, he was not forgetful of his social du- 
ties, inasmuch as having lost liis own wife and family, 
he took into his charge an orphan nephew, for the 
purpose of supplying the place of his parents, and 
educatinghiminamanner befitting his birth. When he 
found thattheboydiscovered little turn for letters, his 
kind uncle very properly took him away from school, 
with the intention of devoting bim to mercantile 
afiairs, until he should be able to enter upon bis own 
concerns. And such was tbe yonng man's prudence 
and discretion, that he quickly imbibed the habits of 
business practised by his patron, insomuch as to ex- 
cite the admiration and surprise of all his friends and 
acquaintance. On this account he daily gained 
ground in the good graces of his uncle, who began to 
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regard him ^th as much jiiide and pleasure as if he' 
had been his own son. On the other hand, the young 
man always shewed his uncle the respect due to a 
father ; and so great was his mercatLtite profieiracy, 
that when tbe old gentleman was seized with a series 
of teroan ague-fits, he was absolutely competent to 
take upon himself the charge of the office. Still his 
uncle's fits were a source of great disquietude to him, 
and he spared no pains and expense to restore him 
to his usual excellent state of health. The care of 
young Federigo, therefore, for by this name he bad 
been christened, soon placed old.Messer Matteo oq 
bis legs again, which were directly employed to bring 
him down as fast as possible to bis counting-house, 
where his nephew received bim at the head of all 
the clerks with three commercial cheers, erincing 
the greatest satisfaction in the world, while the news 
diffiised a placid joy over the ctMmtenances of all 
the jobbers in the ci^. He was still, however, «dr 
vised by his doctcws to adhere for a period to his 
gende soporific and perspiring draughts, in order, as 
they assured him, to «arry off the dregs of hia dia- 
«ase, under which discipline he remained somewhat 
weak and querulous. 

His careful nephew, unacquainted with this last 
prescription, one mcu^ng went into bis room to con> 
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sub bìm OQ some afiàirs, and waa surprised to Snd 
bim buried under an enonnous load of bed-clothes, 
just as be was begkming to promote the inedictiul 
warmth. He had closed his eyes, and lay perfectly 
quiet, invoking the moisture to appear, with all a 
patient's anxiety and fervency of feeling, which canr 
not endure the least interference with the grand obr 
ject he has in view. The careful nephew approaChej 
on tip-toe, fearful of rousing his good uncle, too 
suddenly, and was concerned to behold him lying 
apparently in so piteous a plight. Anxious lesi be 
had met with a relapse, he began to accuse him- 
self of not having been sufllciently careful in pre- 
venting him tiottt resuming business too soon. The 
old gentleman' at first laughed a little on. hearing 
his over-scrupulous observations ; then he becatne 
rather uneasy at his' repeated inquiries and lamen- 
tations over him ; and lastly, he was afraid that 
this .untimely interruption might check the course 
of the 6uids, without in the least benefitting the so- 
lids, respecting both of which he had lately become 
very particular. In fact he began to fear th^t the 
necessary perspiration would be stopped, which, next 
to the stopping of the firm, was the thing he most 
dreaded in the world. When his caiefiil nephew, 
therefore, agajn began to hint his precautions that he 
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thould not enter too soQn into the office, the patient 
«aid in a aoraewhst angiy tone : " For God's sake, 
get yoa gone ; your lamentations make me quite sick ; 
I tell you I am only taking a sweat." — " But I am 
sorry to think you have got a rdapse ; what can be 
|be occasion of it? Do let me consult the doctor 
about it, for it were better to take it in time ;" and 
so saying, he was hastening out of the room. No 
longer able to control his temper, and too impatient 
to explain, yet dreading to rise in a state of incipient 
perspiration, the old merchant raised his voice as loud 
as he dared, crying, " Don't go to the doctor, I say, 
and a plague upon you ; only go out of the room." 
Upon this the young man, approaching nearer, and 
marking his uncle's rising colour, who at the same time 
bestowed the most abusive epithets upon him, began 
to think he was a little touched in the head, and that 
there Was the greater occasion for a sharp leech the 
more he asserted the contrary. As he stood in a 
thoughtful posture, with his eyes fixed on the inflamed 
countenance of his uncle, the calmness of his manner, 
and his' fixed resolution of calling a physician, so in- 
censed the latter, that he suddenly burst into a vio- 
lent rage, threatening not only to cut him off with- 
out a ùrthing, but to knock his brains out instantly 
if he ventured to provoke him more ; (or which pur- 
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pose be would rise, diougfa he was in a beautiful per' 
siHratioti. These words now confirmed the young 
gentleman's suspicions that something was Wrong in 
hit uncle's upper regions, being quite nnlike himself 
and he began to lament bis situation louder than 
eyer, ending with prayers and ejaculations for a phy- 
sician. The uncle upon this put his threats into exe- 
cution, leaping suddenly from bis bed, while Fede- 
rigo, on the other hand, believing him to be seiied 
with a delirious paroxysm, ran towards him to keep 
him down, lest he should conimit some horrible mis- 
chief. Escaping, however, from his bands, the en- 
raged patient endeavoured to seize a large cudgel 
which he kept in the room, a design against which the 
young gentleman exerted himself to the utmost of his 
power. A sharp contest for the possesnon of the stick 
now took place, sometimes inclining to one side, some- 
times to the other ; though the youth, believing his 
uncle endowed with the supernatural strength of a 
lunatic, was frequently on the point of being over- 
come. His great obiectwastosecurethepatiéntbe- 
fore he succeeded in obtaining the cudgel, and inffiet- 
ing the severe castigation which he threatened ; and, 
gathering strength from his despair, he began to 
press McBser Maffeo very hard, who, engaging in his 
night-cap and gown, certainly fought at a great dis- 
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adwitage. His breath began to grow short, and his 
streogtb to lail, and no longer able to utter a word, 
be fairly yielded to bia adversary. The latter not 
venturing to let a -madman loose, held him firmly 
down, pinioning his hands behind him, and àxmg 
hia knees upon hjs stomach. When he had at lengdi 
bound him, hand and foot, the careful nephew again 
commenced his lamentations over him, regretth^ 
that so sensible a man should have run mad so snd- 
denly. On this bis uncle beginning to grin and shew 
bis teeth, he very calmly buried bim under a Ikeap 
of bed-ctothes, and locking him up fast in tbe cham'- 
ber, went to consult a physician. The doctor, being 
just on the point of visiting one of the young princes 
at the court, bad oidy ^me to advise the careful 
nephew to apply a couple of sharp blisters upon bis 
imcle's shoulders, and be ifould endeavour to call 
up<m him in tbe evening. He would then, if neces- 
sary, order him something of a still more caustic 
nature, and bleed the patient copiously. For there 
was nothing, be said, like meeting the evil in tbe 
beginiiiag, and aj^dying the remedies while tbe pa- 
tient had strength to bear them. Tbe anxious Fe* 
derigo accordingly hastened to tl)e surgeon's houM, 
and finding him, unluckily foi bis imcle, at home, 
he took bim, aimed with lancet and bHàters, along 
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with lum. Proceeding with all bsate, tb«7 toon ar- 
rived at the patient's residence, the young man re- 
lating by the way the whole of his late engagement, 
M a clear proof of the patient's lunacy. The aji- 
cient honaekeeper met them at the door, crossing 
herself devoutly, and shedding tears, as she repeated 
fiirther instances of the insanity of her poor master, 
who had never ceased to hite and kick, and roar 
most outrageously, since his nephew had left the 

And indeed well he might, for instead of being al- 
lowed to rise and attend to business, as usual, he 
found himself violently provoked, assaulted, bonnd 
down, like a. felon, and locked up as in a cage ; and 
all by his prudent, careful nephew. Sndi a case 
was enough to have driven Solomon himself ont of 
his wita, to say nothing of a man of business ; and 
by the time his persecutors approached the chamlier, 
the violence of bis proceedings certainly afforded 
strong presumptive evidence against him. When 
they appeared in his presence, however, he grew more 
furious than before. " What, in heaven's name, most 
we do ?" cried bis nephew. " Let us stay till he has 
-worn himself out, and the paroxysm is somewhat 
abated ; we can then apply our causdcs," said the 
barbarous leech, " without fear of risk." — " No, I 
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think we had better b^n now," replied the careful 
nephew, " let us lose no time ; for he will do him»elf 
some injur; if we peunit liim Co ^ on ihuB, Follow 
me, and do not be afraid ; for I think 1 shall manage 
him better this time," continued our young hero, with 
the utmoEt, coolness; "and when once I have pinioned 
down bis arms, you may seize him by the legs." — 
" But he is mad, quite mad," cried the surgeon, " let 
faim alone, I say : when the. frenzy subsides, you will 
find he will go to sleep, and we can seize him then." 
Such in fact waa shortly the case, for wearied with 
his violent efforts and exertions, the poor man, soon 
alter they retired, threw himself exhausted upon his 
couch, and fell into a sound sleep. But he was not 
long permitted t9 enjoy it; for the wily leech then 
addressing his nephew, said: '.' Now. is the time: he 
b in a deep slumber, and what we have, to do let us 
do quickly." — " Softly, sofUy," said the carefid Fe- 
derigo, as be laid bands upon the poor merchant, 
" there, I have him now ; bring the blisters, and- a 
bason for the blood, before he is well awake." — " Mur- 
der! help, help! for heaven's sake, help!" cried the 
patient, suddenly awakening, and beholding the fell 
surgeon approaching with the lancet and bason in 
hand; but vain were his cries ; vain all his eflbrts.to 
extricate himself from his impending fitte. The -more 
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he atniggjed, tke mdre did Federigo think it his du^ 
to use prompt remedies, and Memer MaffboihtHdy 
lay as heiress sa a. nen-bom child, The surgSMi, 
however, in secoring hia legs, had already received 
aeveral severe contusions in the face ; for which be 
was proceeding to take ample revenge in the blood 
of hia eoemy. At first, indeed, he thought of 'rlio- 
ning away, but the young inaa encouraged him to do 
his dnty, while the patient, on his aide, exhibited 
aymptotna of extreme rage and terror at his approach. 
The phlebotomist again advanced, and again drew 
back, like a spider that'haa got a wasp in his toils, 
holding his trenchant blade in his hand ; nor- wa» it 
until he was oflfeced a double iee, that he flew at him, 
and, in spite of all his shrieks and struggles, fixed a 
deadly blister upon either shoulder. He n«(t at- 
tempted to draw blood, the careful nephew holding 
the arm, while the su^eon, with the same cannon, 
proceeded to pierce the vein ; and having acoom^^sh- 
ed thia, and applied aome hot cataplaama to the soles 
of his feet, the man of blood departed. The paticnC 
now lay exposed to the rising pangs of the caustica, 
bound hand and foot. Growing hotter and hotter, 
they at length became so intolerable, that he declared 
he felt them eating his flesh away and diinkin^'hit 
Idood: thatgout and colic were a mere jest to them; 
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and that he would give up the whole of the busineSB, 
■nd all he was possessed of in the world, if his cniel 
nephew would consent to release him. The latter, 
however, only thought it a further sign of madness, 
and proposed to adopt Etili stronger applications, say- 
ing to the servant in the presence of the wretched pa- 
tient : " Run quick, as far as the surgeon's ; hrmg a 
large blister for the head, and 1 will shave him my 
self." Bittelrly now, did the poor merchant rue the 
hour when be admitted his careful nephew into hii 
house, nor was it until he found all threats and im- 
precations vain, and after the Misters had done their 
work, that he succeeded, by dint of qmet reason and 
argument, in convincing the hopeful youth- of die 
real state of the case, and that he had required noth- 
ing beyond a gentle sudorific. 



,hz.iit,,C.QOglc 



NOVELLA III. 

DuKiKQ the lifetime of Luigi Gonzaga, lord of Cas- 
tel Goffredo, of distinguished memory, there flou- 
rished two very notorious rogues, who were among 
the most remarkable in all bis domiiuons, for the 
number of their depredations : but whose ingenui^ 
could not, at length, prevent their falling into die 
bands of justice.. They were brothers, and natives 
of Cremona ; and such was their sense of their own 
enormities, that on being taken, they did not scruple 
to confess them, without awaiting the tardier process 
of torture. They may be siud, therefore, to have 
been sentenced at their own desire, having given very 
sufficient reasons why tbey should suffer. Luckily, 
however, there was a certain Messer Pietro, a rich 
uncle of theirs, well stricken in years and somewhat 
infirm, who still retained such a regard for the fao- 
• nour of his family, that he did not altogether like the 
idea of seeing his nephews hanged. 

Without staying, therefore, until he felt himself 
perfectly restored, for he still had a few twinges of 
the gout, he iirst lined his purse w^ with ducats, 
and then set out towards the seat of justice, deter- 
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mined to try whether they would have imy efficacy 
in removing the stain which would otherwise infal- 
libly attach to the family escutcheon. When he ar- 
rived at the place, he began by the usual methods of 
prayer and petition to beg the lives of bis unlucky 
young relatives, a process which proved perfectly 
fruitlesB, inasmuch as the duke's love of justice was 
in exact proportion to his dislike of villains and his 
encouragement of honest men. Besides, he had put 
his hand to their sentence, and seemed resolved for 
once, right or wrong, that they should be shorter by 
the head, which had devised so many ingenious plans 
of mischief. Tears, and moans, and groans, were all 
richly lavished by the old man to no sort of purpose, 
until be had very nearly reached the day of execution, 
before he coidd prevail upon himself to change his 
measures, and resort to the more solid arguments he 
had brought in his purse. The duke had already been 
BO much annoyed by him, that he always rode away 
on his approach ; yet wherever he happened to stop 
or turn, the old man was sure to intercept, to meet, 
or to attack him in his rear. Wearied at length with 
his importunities, the duke summoned his train, and 
rode away to hunt at Goito, not far from Mantua, 
where he understood that Duke Frederic II. was then 
ei^aged in the same sport. He was received by him 
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Vtry graciouflly, and prtved a very ^reeable addi- 
tion to lbs por^, who indulged themeelves in every 
kind of jdeuure they could imagine; until one day, «a 
they were iBsuing forth, the couutenapce of the wea- 
TitODie old man again presented itself, and he b^;an 
exadiy in the same tone, with his petition, where he 
had before left oft Yes, he atood there i»i his gouty 
feet, but how he got there, nobody could tell, except 
the poor steed, which in hia haste he had ridden to 
death by ;the way. So his escellency was here com- 
piled to hold a fresh colloquy, which was lengthened 
by some of the courtiers, with whose easy comciraices 
the bribes of the cunning old Cremonese had already 
been busy. Such was the effect, indeed, that they 
BOW began to support the old gendenian in hi$ pre- 
tensions; observing first, that it was a sad pity, and 
then, as the duke took it easily, that it was a horrible 
piece of injustice, that two such fine young fellows 
should be hanged. In proportion as the good uncle 
plied them with ducats, they became more and more 
clamorous for mercy; insisting, among other. tfaingVi 
that the two rogues had served like valiant soldìeie 
in &e duke's army, and deserved a better &te. For 
they knew that this would be a powerful plea with 
him; and such were, in ^ort, the lies and impos- 
tures of all kinds which they succeeded io pakaing 
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upon their noble master, that be really began to 
think die prisoners were about to be very ill usedi 
thoDgh tbey ought to have been executed long ago. 
They moreover lauded the duke for hia great hn- 
loanity, and aa such sycophants are apt to do, they 
so completely vnm his ear hy thnr vile flatteriee, as 
to convince him tbat it would be one of the most 
pious acts in the worid to revoke die sentaice against 
two of the most accomplished villains in his domi- 
niona. Indeed he was glad'to be able on any tenna 
to escape the sight of the old man, and the worrying 
entreaties of bis courtiers. The petitioner's ducats 
being well nigb exhausted, there was no time to be 
lost ; for he knew that if he did not carry his ne- 
phews' pardon in hia pocket before they were- qmta 
gone, the promises made would be void, and he should 
have the whde to pay over again. With his kst 
bribe, therefore, he prevailed upon a wily conrtier bt 
procure an order, signed by the dnke's hand, to the 
jndge of the district, remitting the ponishment for die 
mke of i slight fine, and having received the ducal 
seal, it was delivered to the troublesome old man. 
By this time, he was become nearly weary of his un- 
dertaking, and almost r^retted, as he parted with 
hia last douceur, that he had not tefl bis hopeflil 
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nephewa to their fate. In fact, such was hia chagrin, 
tliat he was seized with an acute fever, only the very 
day before the time appointed for their execution, 
whQe their pardon still remained in his pocket. Wliat 
was now to be done Ì It was impossible he could 
reach the seat of justice himself; and in whom could 
he confide so precious a charge 7 On consulting the 
wDy courtier, a messenger was pointed outto him; 
one of the most celebrated for swiflness of foot, and 
secrecy of despatch, among all the scouts at court 
He was hired, therefore, at a moment's warning; 
while the sole conaolatton of the good uncle was the 
hope of living long enough to behold once more the 
faces of his wretched nephews, and of bestowing upon 
diem B litde dying advice. 

. Having given him, therefore, the most particular 
directions to lose no time upon the road, and even 
paidasum in advance; the troublesome old gentleman 
awaited with some anxiety the news of his trusty 
messenger's return. He was to be at the place early 
the next morning, and to deliver the letter into the 
judge's own hands ; after which he was to receives 
further reward. Fired at this last idea, and eager to 
maintain his character as the most swifl-footed Met' 
cury at court, he posted away, without stopping until 
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he reached Cutd^ Goffiedo, wheie, taking a litde 
repose, he proceeded early to the dtj gates, observ- 
ing to the captain that he was on the doke's business, 
and must bave his pass. Proceeding accordingly, he 
was just entering the great square, near the judge's 
house, when he waa met by an immense concourae 
of people, in the midst of whom were the two identi- 
cat prisoners, heavily chained, just going to the place 
of execution. How should the messenger, however, 
know this ? He- believed he waa in very good time, 
and being quite unacquunted with the particular na- 
ture of the business, he determined to stop and watch 
the whole proceeding. Falling into the crowd, he ap- 
proached tbeacaSbId, saw them mount, and witnessed 
them take their final leave of the world ; after which 
he proceeded very leisurely, with their pardon in his 
pocket, to the house of the judge. He congratulated 
himself by the way on the expeditious manner ill 
which he had fulfilled the old man's commands, and 
preseDted himself with no little importance at the 
tnansion of jostice, expecting to receive a further fee, 
with many eommendations for bis celerity and de- 
spatch. 

On opening the letter, and finding the natnre of 
its contents, the judge uttered an exclamation of 

roL, m. « 
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suiprise, watdusg the nteaKoger attcntirely, and 
questioning him very nanovly as to the occasioa of 
his delay. " Dolt, idiot, blunderhead," he exclaimed, 
" when did you set out from Grnto ?" " One hou 
hefbre midnight ; all in the dark, please youj lord- 
ship ; that is, I got my oiders about that time, and 
set off at two." " YovL did, did you ?" replied the 
Other. " You are enough to make Solomon himadf 
blaspheme ; where did you atop, you most egMfpoas 
fool V " Stop, stop Ì I ran every mile 4^ the wi^, 
please your lordship; and never stc^^ied at all, except 
to see two robbers executed this morning, and I 
knew I could afford tiooe for that" " Ah, viUain, 
idle villain," returned the judge ; " do you know 
you have been the death of both of them, and it watt 
well if you could lose your bead in their place:" and 
he proceeded to upbraid him in no very geode tennB, 
being really concerned at to untoward an accidoit; 
and, moreover, being, for a judge, very humanely itt- 
dined. In this last point, indeed, he was very unlike 
the generality of his learned brethren, who upon 
passing sentence before dinner, or in a bad humour, 
are very apt to make light «f persons' lives. Our 
swift footed Mercury now found himself in a strange 
dilemma ; for in place of being praised, as on Ibniier 
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<r hn. speed aad ilaerìty, he oaìy gained 
hard words ; bis lordship thrtatrmng to make a se- 
vere example of bim. His pride, hoverer, wu so 
mach hurt in being reproached as an idle, lounging', 
stovenlj sluggard, unworthy of the duke's confidence^ 
or iDdeed otanj thing but a halter, that he «uild no 
longer restrain his indignation. " My lord," be re< 
ptied, "your lordship ought to speak within some 
bounds, and recollect that you are speaking to one 
of the beet, nay, the Tcry heat and snifìest foot eou- 
rim in the duke's service. Consider, I set out at 
midnight, and I got here before day-break this inorn- 
ing, sto{^ing mily, as I tetl you, to see those two 
villains kicking their heels in the air ; and surely I 
bad a right to have tome little diversion, after run- 
naig so many leagues bo very fast. The old geodes 
man ought to have told me the particular business I 
' was engaged for ; as it is, you see it is not my fault." 
*■ It is your tault, and I will make an example of 
you for it, sir : I will teach you a little more huma<- 
mty, than to take a pleasure and lose your time in 
beholding tragedies of this kind." " Ob, lord, lord," 
cried the poor fellow, ftlling at the judge's feet, 
" Ibrg^ve me this time, and I will never stop as long 
as I have breath again. Oh, oh I I wish I had only 
known I was to save the poor, dear, innocent crea- 

o a 
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ture*' livn, I woàU have been bere before day- 
break ; I rwear by my legs, I would." " Know Ì 
you rogue," echoed the judge, " did not you know 
it waa a matter of liie and death ?" " No, my lord i 
nobody told me any thUig about that," cried the 
Stressed courier. " Why, that iomething altera 
the aspect of the case, to be aure," said the judge ;. 
" it will turn out to be the old gentleman's &uH, 
I bdiere, after all." "And he will most likely 
be dead before I get back," cried the courier ; " act- 
that there will be no need to tell him at aH." 
" Aye, aye, you will finish him and all hia rejationa, 
I dare say," said the judge ; " get away with you, 
toglie, and do not stop to see any body hanged by 
(he way ; but it is all perhaps for the best, it is all 
in the hands of the Lord." And so in truth, it ap- 
peared to be ; inaamuch as neither of these devoted 
wretdtes were in. the least deserving of pardon, and 
justly suffered the penalty of their manifold sìbb and 
offences. Of this his lordship took care to send 
a fidi account to the duke, regretting nevertheless, 
^t, for once, it bad not been iu his power to compljr 
with his excdlency's commands, which he should 
have done, bad they been arch fiends of misc)iief in~ 
stead of common felons, by pardoning them, as he 
had wished. " The whole blame of the affair," he 
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said, " attached to the old uncle, who ought Dot to 
liave entnuted so important a commiBsioa to the 
bands of an. ignorant messenger, who instead of pei- 
fbiming it, stopped by die way to see his nephews 
banged." 
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Ceuo Muespini, a Fiorentine gentleman, though 
said to luive traced his birth to Milan, flourished about 
«he middle of the sixteenth c«itury. No writer of 
Jiction produced more abundant specimens of the 
lund, nor more rude and unpolished, perhaps, in 
point of sQrle. In this respect, indeed, his novels, 
amounting to two hundred, are said to be esteemed, 
in Italji aa complete examples of almost every fault 
of language and ^pression, to be avoided by writers 
pf a pure taste. But his materials, and his sldlivl 
and humorous adaptation of them, are ofìen excellrat ; 
while his harshness of phraseology will not be found 
to grate upon the earn of the English reader. The 
author ibigns the relation of his novels to have taken 
place at a palace in the district of Trivigi, whither 
several ladies and gentlemen had resorted, to escape 
the ravages of the plague, then raging at Venice. 

* DuccDto NoTcUa del Sag. CcHo M&leqùni, nelle ^ili ai 
nuxoDtano dÌTeni RTveninieDti cdu lieti come meati e Btraragaotì, 
kc ito. Veneaa, 1609. 
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Thia is known to hsve occurred in the year 1676 ; 
and from several circumstance* related in the noveli 
tLeraaelTei, we may^ther the date of their compo- 
aition to have been not many years subsequent. A 
great portion are believed to have been founded upon 
real events ; and in many instances, the mention of 
penom, snd of particular timeci and places, is intro- 
duced. It is thin he alhidEs to Bianea OappeHo, af- 
terwards consort of FranccMO de' Medici, grand dnke 
ofTincany, whose nuptiala were celt^rated in Wit, 
and &re very minalely described by thenov^ist; lul 
there is reason to behere Aat he wrote sfaordy ttut 
the period here winded to. 

Halespini entaed into the •ervice of the K^ of 
Spun, under the govenunent of the Milanese, tboaf^ 
in wist capacity daes not appesi. Some particulast 
however, may be natfaered Irmn Novel XL Part LL, 
ranìààt he gives a doonption of the spkndid nop- 
tials of duke Guglielmo of Manta», celebnted m the 
year 1 sei. He acquaints ui that the Cavaber Lione 
Aietam and Luca Coatte wrote, on this oocsaian, la 
the Harquess FeK;Bm, enbeacing him to send dwm 
swne gendenus «if the Mde^mi amity, ia tte mc 
vice of king Philip, to assist tbem, as their ptirtìcular , 
friffld. in d '^^^^ pieparation for the jiiKiroachin^ sor *'' 
lemnities. Most prohably, this wan no «tber than 
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Xheit Ù!xaA Cdio, who seems to haTecoDtrHmted not 
a little to the humour of the sceae. AAei htddiiig s 
public office some time in the Milanese, Malespini 
proceeded to Venice, where he was residing at ihe 
time of the pestilence, which he deBoribes in bis'finty- 
eighth Novel, Part I., as having laid desolate tlutt 
hemtifìil dty. There, with more fearful realty ama 
thati>f De Foe, he kept a journal of the scenes he «rit- 
OMsed, which he transmitted to his brother Soipimie. 
He dis|days in his writings an intimate acquaUitiBoe 
with the whole topography td the city of Venice, and 
aliD introduces persons speaking in the Vaietiui ttia- 
ket, sttch as it was in use at the period when he wroee. 
Sobsequently he passed into the court of Duke Fru>- 
tswoo de'Hedici, where he ocoopied the post of secre- 
tny. it IS not with certainty known where, or in what 
mamier, he termiBated his days ; but what is more to 
ibe point, his Meries are many of them amtuing, md 
imnieover curious in preserving some historical parti- 
colarB deserving of record. 

This notice will be concluded wiA a brief aeemint 
of the singular institutions of Ae " Compagni de& 
Calta," or Knights of the SttKfeing, the testrrd of 
whieh was celebrated in onr aulhar's time at Venice, 
and is described by Ihid. The Abbate Giuatiniani erro- 
neously ranks them among the orders of chivalry, and 
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Iracei their origin a* high u tint of the Maestri de* 
Cavalieri of Venice, during the infancy of the re- 
puhlic. Schonebek and Meimenio are of opinion 
that they took their riie at the same time, and with 
the same views as the Cavalier della Banda of Spain, 
in 1308. Pire Heliot is abo mistaken, in referring 
them to a military origin ; as it is dearly apparent fnm 
their rules, that the members were private gentlenien, 
who merely obtained the unction of the magistrates, 
without any authority of the prince, or of a supr^ie 
head. Their origin is to be referred to the fifìeoUà 
century, though they chiefly flourished during the . 
sixteenth; many of the members having bad tbeii 
portraits taken by the first Venetian artists of the 
age, the Bellini, Carpaccio, Conciano, and even by 
Titian himself. They appear to have assenUded 
merely for the purpose of pubUc and private enter- 
tainments, as games, feasts, and theatrical r^ueses- 
tatioiu. As the device of their aseociadon, they wore 
a particoloured stocking, richly embroidered and or- 
namented with pearls and jewels, from whidi the 
company derived its name. It was afterwards di- 
vided into difierent fraternities, as the Compagnia d^ 
Fiondi, Sempitenti, &c. each of which had its own 
laws and officers, and its peculiar habits. 
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PART I. NOVELLA XLI. 

I^Aw BflBTCT to me, then, gentk Ucliei and csralieTs 
all, while I proceed to trekt you with lome account 
of the grand and lumptuoua festivals held by the 
Conqnny of the Calza, during the period of the Ve- 
netian carnival. It nas about the time when onr 
ridi SidHaQ friend here, whom we all of us, I be- 
lieve, well know, first became desirous of residing' 
in this our splendid city of Venice, and very hap- 
pily fixed upon the above glorious and joyous season 
to grace his arrival, and give him a taste for his nev 
«bode. Indeed, he found he relished it so much, 
that he is said to have despatched half a doxen ex- 
presses for his lovely lady, one of the moat beautiful 
women in Palermo, to join him immediately, if she 
wi^ed to retain the least interest in his aSections, as 
he should assuredly be assailed by the most potent 
t^ptations of all sorts, on all sides, which it would 
be next to a miracle he should resist. For the grand 
carnival was at hand, an epidemic<of wit and pleasure 
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had KXteà upon the heads of alt, and he had already 
dected hinuelf chief of a new company, called The 
Ten, who had pledged thenuelTea to the public to 
aurpaiB all others, in every kind of innocent riot, 
miachie^ and excess. Now, as each of the ten mem- 
ben had agreed Ui condoct a lady tvice a week to 
their banquet, hesides furnishing ten crowns towards 
defrayBig dte company^ supper, it inevitably fbl- 
lowed that he must ofien be indebted to some ftii 
"deputy, in his own lady's ahsence, to grace her place. 
Hearing these tidings, it waa not long before W 
beauty of Palermo made her appearance here, as a 
kind of guardian nngd to our poor friend, and to the 
«xtreme envy or admiratioii of more than half the 
ladies in Venice, The Ten then began in good ear- 
nett to celebrate the season, assembling alwajrs at 
the best house, wkh the most splendid establishment 
belonging to the company, though each contributed 
bù own portion to the entertainmmt, including àìt 
Ttrest exhibitions of every kind. Thus nobly de- 
voting tbemaelvea to every variety of ainuaenient, 
their ingenuity wae kept always upon the stnteb, 
hvw to vie most successfìiUy with the rival Company 
of the Calza, Ikmous for its heroic excesseil and grand 
«xhihitions of old, suppwted by the wealth and pa- 
e of the chief nobility of the city, each hav- 
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mg taksM a tow to leader die Hcene as bnlHant ssd 
b^py, acganfe, wid jousts, rndbsU^ and bsnquets, 
miuic, sod cone^, and erery speeias of hummir 
could m^ it. Wi^ this view a gkMriaus theatre was 
neo, at the cosunand of tbe Compuij of the Cdsa, 
to ipnng up, as if by endiantiiient, mto thft aii, with 
its lidb painted pillars, and eomices of white marble, 
its fiiesea of gold, and its interior, ornamented with 
all the most beaudibl spedmens of art of which the 
Gttjr could boast. Below these, were sesa stationed 
atìH rarer forms of breathing synusetry and beauty, 
a hundred of our most lovely women, repreaenting 
ancient statues, their folds of whhe drapery arranged 
and flowing, as if wrcMight out of marble by the 
icttlptor's hand. Such a blase of beauty bursting 
upon the spectator as he entered, produced die most 
lively impressÌMt, heightened as it was by die B|dHi- 
dour of gems and jewellery, and die music of a thou- 
sand inBtrummtB whichfilled the whole air, and was 
beard along the Waters ; for, will you bdieve me, 
iriien I assure you that this vast thestre, with all its 
s^endid embelliahmenis, was not the c^fspring of 
the earth, but borne along by two immense gall^^ 
like a oeaCiire of the ocean, over the Adriatic Waveel 
Surrounded by a thousand light and sea-winged gon- 
dolas, I saw her bearing badi her proud andflo^io'i' 
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vkj, until die bad reached the bridge Rivoslta, anS. 
thence returned to St. Mark'g, ssfely diuhar^ng her 
beuiteouB fro^t, while the air tang with plaudita,'. u 
the fair procession moved forwards to the great ball 
of eoiincH, readjr prepared fbr their reception. For 
Justice herself had noi^assumed another tace ; the 
benches were turned into dining taUes, the symbols 
of punishment were exchanged for die milder em- 
blems of the queen of love and the god of wine; while 
the fsirest and brightest &ces of Venice feasted the 
eyes of the prOudat and bravest cavaliers ia the. 
world. . 

Desirous of beholding so rare an exhibition as the 
•ailing theatre afibrded, the new convivial compwiy, 
with our SiciUan at their head, could no longer re- 
frain from besetting the piazza of St. Mark's, on 
whose steeple stood a Turkish mouittebank, ready to 
throw himself headlong down, without hurtii^ him-' 
■^, if possible, for the àmusoioentcrf his friends. In 
tins manner, before the enchanted dieatre had finÌEdied 
its voyage, the ladies been safely handed out again hy 
timi casaSeri terveMi, and the Turk leaped In safe^ 
from the very top of St. Mark's, upon a rope stretch- 
ed out below to receive him, to the terror of all be- 
holders, axe best part of the day was well nigh flown. 
Our jofous Company again departed, bearing-.with 
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them the materials for their eT»img festival, towarda 
the Merciaria, and thence towards San Jacopo dall' 
Orio, to lay siege to the mansion of merchant Gaz- 
suola, and destroy the fragile preparations he had 
been making to meet the ca^val, for the last twelve 
months. On their way, however, just as they ap- 
proached San Giuliano, they had the misfortune to 
encounter the procession of the old Company of the 
Calza, in all their pride of patrician pomp, followed 
by a vaat retinue, bearing their gold and silver cen- 
sers and covers, and at no great distance, die de- 
licious materials of the banquet itself, according to 
established custom, from time immemorial. Here, 
then, was a delicate question to'be discussed, a nice 
point of difference ; for whether was the old or the 
new company of revellers to yield the way ? Un- 
luckily it was not to be adjusted by dint of discus- 
sion ; and a sin^lai contest at length commenced 
between the banquet-bearers on either side, a truly 
heroic battle of the cooks, in which some of the im- 
plements of their pleasing art became formidable 
weapons, dealing very unpalatable strokes, while 
showers of cups, and bowls, and glasses, with still 
more precious wares, flew winged with their own 
destruction on every side. Great indeed were the 
feats of strength and skill wrought by the followers 
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of nther company, animated ss they weie hy the 
pTMence of the hrad-cooks, and inipelled loftmh tf- 
forts by their boltle-bolden, the batlers, viho ceUed 
not to renew the flagging spirits of the coaAataaM 
with the " red grape's jy ice." As long as snoh ant' 
iauDÌti<»i held out, the conflict continued to rage wi A 
eqiial ferocity on both sides, until the old Company 
being the most liberally sapplied, the c^iposite party 
was at length compelled to give way. Many haves 
tad already measured their length upon the ground, 
some levelled widi ladles, some stabbed with toast- 
ing forili, and others lingering under the torments of 
too much hot maccaroni and burning soup. 

But aa the patrician chieft of both compaoieSt as 
wdl of the Company of the Calza as of the Ten, had 
dngned to take not the least notice of the afiiray, it 
was incumbent upon the more [debeian class to msr- 
slutl thanselves once mote into order, and condnet 
the procession in the same style as before. SdU, Aey 
could by no means flatter themselves with making so 
■jdendid and magnificent an exhibitimk as they bad 
done : the lustre of their whole equipment, of Aot 
arma, their dresses, theii plate, and of their rtty 
scutcheons, was faded, as it were, and gone. The 
people no longer continued to gaze upon it with the 
same veneration and req>ect ; baring been inflmMT 
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better amuwd in witnesaing the «ngagement, and 
Bfaaring tome portion of the spoik of the field. The 
procesrion, however, was still extremely grand and 
imposing, though shorn of some of its beams ; the 
liduwaa and variety of t^e dretises, the daxEling 
sfieailOaT of hose and doublet, nnd the embroidered 
atockings, the badge of the order, covered mdi gold 
and silver lace, sparkling with precious pearli and 
geips, diamonds, emeralds, and rubies, could surely 
be equalled by-nothing leas than a, coronation day. 
There walked in the train of each lord four pages 
dedced in rich particoloured vests, and mantles of 
silk, followed again by an infinite multitude of plate 
and cup bearera, with a great variety of precious 
vases, filled with sweets and perfumes, with the 
rarest fruits and birds, and the most exquisite imi- 
tations wrought in sugar, of almost every kind of 
ol^eet existing under the bun. Among these were 
to be seen a fleet of glorioiu galleys, sailing amidst 
B tea of fHveets ; the boldest figures in relievo mìng- 
ling in raook battles; ladies, with bright faces, watch- 
ing «avaliers contending in the ring) and a thousand 
othsr ingenioiu devices : sights which called tbrth 
thesi^ilauding shouts of the spectators. 

But the procession of the companies by night, 
anudst a grand illnminatioa of the whole city, was 
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Btìll more Btriking and imposing, attended b; a con- 
cert of the finest music, which, repeated from a thou- 
sand gondolas, was heard far over the boaom of the 
Adriatic. First came two beautiful pages, bearing 
two large waxea torches ; next, the champion of the 
company of the Calza, foUoned by two other pages, 
also with torches, and men at arms, with their squires 
and grooms. Secondly, came the grand standard, 
which appeared on fire with the splendour of its 
ornaments, and a person with a most exquisitely 
wrought statue, borne in a large vase of gold and 
silver, richly enchased, and glowing with the bright- 
est colours. Thirdly, appeared the golden plate- 
bearers, with every species of imitative A)Bfectìbo- 
ary, followed by a long line of attendants, the mean- 
est of whom bore satin suits, gold IwacElets, and 
large gold chains about tbeii necks. Each of tbe 
members was attended, as near as I can recollect, 
by a train of six hundred followers, so that before 
tbe whole party had arrived, in succe3»«D, at tbe 
great council-hall, where the banquet was to beheld, 
and where they found all the most bright and beau- 
tiful ladies of the city awaiting their arrival, whose 
splendid ornaments cast around them artificial day, 
the chief part of the night wa^ already coosumed. 
But why should 1 attempt to describe the convivial 
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scenes which there took place ? scenes with which 
too many of my hearers are familiar, to require the 
feeble delineationof my hand. Suffice it to observe, 
that ere the joyous guests had jet ceased to celebrate 
tbeir convivial rites, the sun had been watching them 
many hours out of the east, when the music grow- 
ing fainter and fainter, as the late nimble hands and 
feet beat time to its flagging mirth ; and the richly 
painted floors being strewed with the spoils of storm- 
ed castles, wounded knights, and a thousand artificial 
relics of a miniature world in ruins, the revel rout 
became desirous of adjourning the further continua- 
tion of their mysteries to another carnival, which my 
lovely audience must be aware will soon be here. 
Yet we cannot flatter ourselves that it will dispense 
to the happy people of Venice half the amusement 
which the late season, a period that well deserves to 
be better commemorated, afibrded to us all. 
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At the time when the Marquess of Pescara was go- 
vernor in the Milanese, there lived two gentlemen, of 
the respective names of Rafià^o Chiecaio and An- 
tonio Capputo, who had obtained from the senate 
the use of some public stovea, which, merely paying 
a small annual tax, made them very large retnms, 
consuming only half the usual poportlon of liiel. 
Now, near the piazza of San Stefano resided a cer- 
tain retainer to the court of King Philip, a man of a 
free and liberal turn of mind, very generally esteem- 
ed by his acquaintance. How he first became inti- 
mate with Signor Chiecaro, I am at a loss to state; 
but certun it is, that be was frequently seen beguil- 
ing his hours at the house of that wily Genoese. 
The latter, desirous one day of trying how far he 
could play upon the courtier's credulity, observed to 
him: "Do you see this sonnet, my dear signor? if 
you please, I will teach you a very curious art. Read 
it; it is Petrarch's, and begins, you see, 

' Botta £ l'alta colonna, e 1 verde Laura,' ice. 
" Now, strange as you may think it, I will shew you 
a different sonnet under this, beginning : 
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' Aim! il bd no, aimi il «mtb igauio.' 
" Nay, I Aetg you, that is impossible," cried his 
friend, "or, ifit be possUile, pray let me learn quick- 
ly how it may be done." With an air of importance 
the Genoese put his hand into his pocket, and took 
out a small flagon, into whicb he dipped a bit of cot* 
ton, and touched the letters of the first sonnet, nbich 
quickly made way for those of the second. To the 
eyes of his companion the whole of this appeared 
litde less than a miracle : he declared, in his excessive 
adrairatioo, that it was a secret worthy the possession 
of the greatest princes in the world. " Yet it is yours 
far all that," replied the Genoese, " and when you widi 
to write what is not meant for every eye, you have 
only to dissolve so much Boman vitriol in a drop of 
iiresh water, and take a virgin quill, never yet conta- 
minated with ink, and write what you please. The 
mpmott it is dry, the writing will disappear ; and hav- 
ing brought this to perfection, you will next prepare 
the following kind of ink -. Take a faandiul of wheat 
straw, set it on fire, but look well to youi house, by 
dapping a large extinguisher upon it before it be 
well burnt out. The residue will be a fine charcoal, 
whicb you will please to boil in the specified quantity 
of white wine, which will give you the ink required, 
to write upon any other subject in the sane letter. 
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that you may tbink proper, the fonner intcription 
lying concealed. When you wish this la«t to a.ppe&i, 
take some latrian galls, pounded in acquavite, and 
having thus extracted their virtue, dip into it a piece 
of cotton, pass it Kghtly over the page, and the 
letter you want will appear." Here the Genoese 
ceased, and so delighted was the silly courtier with 
ihe sectet, that he would willingly have bestowed 
upon him any reward he had asked. But the time 
was not yet come, and having received it gratuitous- 
ly, our hero could only evince hig warm gratitude 
for the gift. Having gone thus làr. Signor Chie- 
caro, dated at bis success, touched upon a variety 
of other topics; among which, after inviting his iiriend 
to take the ftesh air in his garden, he put the fol- 
lowing question : " Pray, my dear signor, have you 
any room in your house with a close furnace that 
would retain the heat?" — " Indeed I have," said the 
other, " and I will convince you of it directly." 
So introducing our Genoese into the place, who ex- 
pressed himself perfectly satisfied with it, the latter 
again inquired, " have you such a thing as a small 
cauldron in the house?" " Yea, I have," was the 
reply. " Well, let it be broken then into pieces 
of about four lingers breadth, and let them be well 
heated over a huge charcoal lire. You will then 
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cool them as I ahall point out to you. Take half a 
flask of strong Tinegar, throw into it a good handful 
of salt, and as much pulverized tartar, and then sud- 
denly quench the fiery metal in it by a speedy, deep, 
and satisfactory immersion. Repeat this five or six 
times over, by which the plates will be fully prepared 
for the ensuing process ; the contrast between heat 
and cold being every thing upon which we have to 
depend. These experiments will find you sufficient 
employment until the marrow, when I will return, 
and acquaint you with the grand processes I have in 
view ; only let the whole be conducted with the ut- 
most secrecy, and no one touch the key of the apart- 
ment but yourself." 

Flattering himself with the possession of some yet 
more valuable secrets, our simple hero promised to 
obey him in every thing; and, accordingly, the next 
. morning exhibited the result of bis labours to bis 
view. Commending him very highly, the wily Ge- 
noese now aaid : " Truly, I believe, you will never 
be at a loss how to proceed." " I believe so too," 
said our conceited gentleman, to the no small amuse- 
ment of the other, " for you see what 1 have done." 
" Next then," added his friend, "-you must cut up 
the metal into small bits, weigh out of it three ounces, 
and melt it down in a crucible until it becomes liquid. 
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Into this throw, leaf by lemf, the heib «rtiich I now 
giro you ; taking about fifly plantain stalks out of 
his handkerchief: "Do you know what itis?" "Oh, 
yes, there is plenty of it growhig in ray meadow just 
by," said our hero. " You are a fortunate man, 
then," iqoined his friend. " You must throw it into 
the melted copper, and leave it to cool in the crucihk, 
watching it frequently, till 1 «ome again." " I will 
take care to do so," said our hero, and proceeded 
finthwith to business. His next. object wss to gaikez 
t» mach of the plantain root as he could poseiUy 
find, to give the proper tinge, as he was told, to the 
metal, and he proceeded to weigh out, and note 
down the various proportJons with a piece of char' 
coal upon thp wall. Being quite ignorant, howereri 
of the process of -fusing, of the proper degree of heat, 
snd the best mode of confining it in the cmcible, 
he placed it on a large heap of charcoal, and set to 
work with a little pair of bellows, about as poweriul 
as a lady's fan, to blow it into a Same. When he 
thought it began to melt, he opened the crucible, and 
exposing it to the air, the metal became as hard and 
cold as before. Repeating the same experiment un- 
til he was quite weary, and half roasted alive before 
the fire, to his infinite delight he saw it begin to 
melt, and threw in the plantain leave* as directed. 



uCoot^lc 



PAKT I. NOT. XCTI. 261 

Then, no tonger able to stand, and covered irith 
dust and smoke, he lay dovn in a profuie pertpìia- 
tic», awaiting the airival of hia arch deceiver, who 
^iproved of every thing he had done, and next ad- 
vised him to go and conEult some chemists aa to the 
T^ue of his producti, and learn bow much they would 
give him the ounce. Believing he should soon pene- 
trate into aome greater secrets, &int and weary a» he 
was, our hero hastily seized his cloak and sword, and 
ran as fast as his strength permitted to the shop of a 
certain M. Ercole, an assayer, and found him just a* 
he was going to snppet. Earnestly entreating him to 
put it to the test upon the spot, thou^ the assayer 
begged hard for a little time, he was at length pre- 
vailed upon to try a small piece of the new metal 
over the fire, to which be added a fow bits of lead. 
Soon afUr, he declared, on examining the crucible, 
that he had detected several grains of gold, and that 
be was prepared to ofier him two crowns and a half per 
ounce for such a product. Being well aware he had 
not made use of any gold, our experimentalist upon 
this observed : " But you are very much deceived, 
friend Ercole, in supposing there is any gold in the 
case ; I did not put a single fraction of a grain in it." 
" Surely," said the assayer, " you will allow me to 
believe my ovm eyes ; here is the gold, and you are 
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one of the most fortunate men in the world, if yon 
really did not pat any gold Jn it." Hearing these 
words, the poor gentleman was overpowered with 
joy, and beseeching him to make a freah trial, which 
succeeded equally well with the former, he assured 
hig friend, the assayer, that he should he glad to let 
him have the whole o^ the metal on the terms he haid 
mentioned. The assayer was extremely anxious to 
leam the exact process he bad ohserved in fusing it, 
which our hero, however, with an air of infinite im- 
portance, tried to evade, and at length flatly refused 
to make him acquainted with the secret. Then, pro- 
mi^g to bring fresh samples very soon, he retired 
and went to rest, though quite unable to close his eyes 
on account of the multitude of castles in the air, that 
ceased not to haunt his imagination, Mis next meet- 
ing with his friend the Genoese was a very joyous 
one. He informed him, with tears of gratitude, of 
the grand teat, and the complete success of bis expe- 
riments. " Then I am now satisfied," returned the 
Genoese, '' for I perceive youi are quite equal to con- 
ditct the whole process without my farther assistance. 
Iitdeed, your facility and skill are truly astonishing ; 
and if you still indulge the least doubt of your 
own ability, pray mention it!" " Nay," replied his 
friend, " I have none ; I think I stand in need of no 
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farther dii^ctionB : aod I have only to expreu mygra-; 
tttude foT the ample inatructions you have aheftdy 
given me. Only acquaint me in what manner I can 
at all reqtiite you, for I assure you, I shall Quok no- 
thing too great for the noble secreta you have con- 
fided in me." " Say no more," said the Genoese, 
" I have only to entreat that you miU value the secret 
for my sake, and unfold it to no one." 

Unable to make any. adequate letum to this kind 
and courteous language, our hero could only press his 
friend's hand in silence, who, embracing him tenderly, 
to^ his departure. Thus fancying himself in fidi 
possession of unlimited wealth, he began to calculate 
the different sums nhich he intended to bestow upon 
bis friends, and relatives, saying to himself as he pro- 
ceeded, " Yes, I will purchase the castle for Pietro ; 
my good Paolo shall have an estate now, but Gio- 
vanni must have the marquisate. Thanks, great 
thanks to the Almighty, I shall at length have a litt}e 
money in my pocket, in addition to bis majesty's 
pensioD, which I can throw about on all sides as I 
jAease. My sole fear is, that the money-market will 
not he able to supply me &st enough for my precious 
metal, though I .dispose of it in all parts of the 
world." Then afier revolving the subject deeply in 
his mind, he resolved to fonn a complete eslablish- 
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meot, firr the nuimiÌKtufe of die preckxu artiele, 
iiinog » nomber of ertifice» to bmìk him ia the ba- 
nnoM, and to eoUect s quantity of plantaki raodi, 
nhercrer they wtre known to grow. Tbeee he 
■tared tip by fifty and a hundred loada at a time, 
until he had completely raniacked the country tar 
mway milea round. He em[Jayed all the boya and 
women be could find, whom he su|^IÌed with baskats 
to bring dw plantains to bia house in auch quantilies 
as to excite the curiosity and wonder of all the neigb- 
bourhcMNl. ' 

Inquisitive to learn the nature of auch proceedings, 
his wife fFequendy applied to him for an explanation, 
but always in vain, being told to attend to her boufe* 
bold afiairs, as he was fully competent to manage hii 
own. When he had made bis final pieparationa, bis 
fì-iend the Genoese one day came to him, with a 
countenance futi of anxiety, and accosted him thus : 
" I wish, from my very sou), I had never undertaksB 
this speculation from the senate, with all its pretended 
prinleges,: a ciu'se upon all such furnaces, I am hear- 
tily sick of the job." — "My dear Refiàello," cried oar 
hero, "what it it thathas thus disturbed you!" "Wbu 
isit?" relied thewily Genoese; "wby,itiatbis: Iwish 
to ge and leave thi» business witb which our s«iaie 
bti saddled me, (and yet I am oon^elled to fceqi to 
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m^ ragÉgementt) snd to Kt out inuiiedifttely fot Ge- 
jKMi Now I am come to beg you wtQ pkate to laid 
DM «n Inradred ducsts until my return, irìàài I shiQ 
tike as ■ particular &vottr." " Oh, certainly," sud 
onr hero, and immediately went out, and returned 
witk a bmg of gold) aaying, " help younel^ my deai; 
friend, and take aa many U yon pleaie; forloweyou 
more, fiir more than any thing I can repay. Indeed, 
I wiifa you would de^ to put my gratitude to a se- 
rent teat ; I have frienda who will join me in assist- 
ing you to a much larger amount." " I thank you," 
s^ the Genoew, " I will only take this sum at pre- 
ieot ; it is quite tufBeient for the object I have va 
viewt" Then quietly pocketing the money, he took 
his departuie, leaving our poor hero to carry on his 
operations alone. He had already exp«ided more 
than a tbousand raowna in tlie puichase of some build- 
inga fr<Hn Angelo Coirò, near Monte Briaosa, adnii- 
rafaly ntuated, as he imaged, fiw the purpose of 
carrying on hn extensive busineM. Hitber were con- 
vejred the materials of his new trade, loads of char- 
coal and plantùn, with cmcibles, brass cauldrons, 
and silver plate ; believing he was the first man who 
could boast of having set up a grand mannfiutoiy of 
gold. And here, shutting himself 19, he superintend- 
ed hia enormous furnace, stripping himself to the skin, 
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in order the better to heat hù crudbW, and blowing 
with all his might to produce the fusion of bia metala. 
Great was the fire, and great his toil and torture, 
though not equal to his desire of beholding the gold. 
Three hours incessantly he blew and blew, trjring dif- 
ferent kinds of processes, and different sized Vesads, 
withont the least efièct. The strong heat and ihe 
working of the bellows together, began at length to 
prove quite too much for his strength, while he stood 
in a violent perspiration fioin head to foot, without 
beri^ any nearer the accomplishment of his task. The 
restofhis fires were in the same predicament, not the 
least fusion of the metals appearing, and the whole of 
his ' establishment, servants and assistants, were as 
weary and exhausted as himself. Eight hours had 
now elapsed, when the place becoming heated like 
ODe immense stove, and our poor hero having twice 
fiunted away, he was borne home by his people, who 
refiised any longer to bear the brunt of the day. His 
vrife, who had observed a remarkable change in him of 
late, an unaccountable elevation and inequality of spi- 
rits, wild at times, and at Urne* depressed, conceived 
no time was to be lost. Seeing him then brought home 
in the condition we have described, his iàce fiery, 
and his clothes covered with foam and dust, crying 
out at the same time loudly for driiik, she.compas- 
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sionateiy ra^ towaida him, aad accosted him thus : 
" Wb>t can be the Teuon, my dear, of jova, Strang 
Gondiict,'. shutting yourself up day and night, in a 
|dace too hot for a salamander 1 Would to heaven 
that that old wretch of a Genoese bad broken his neck 
before, you saw him ! would that the great demon had 
canght-him in his chitches ! would that you had. not 
been such a fool, my. dear, as to have .listened to 
him!" Hearing himself thus tenderly apoatrof^izedbjr 
his wife, who presumed to intermeddle in things.that 
he thought did not concern her, the poor manJmpeU^ 
by rage and disappointment, tent her two hearty cufis 
on' the side of her head, which somewhat checkied 
the flow of hcT tenderness. Then out of mere spite, 
instead. of going to repose as he ought:to have 
done, he got up, and ran to his fìriénd the agsnyer's, 
to put his folly to a further test, with the same un- 
h^py result as before. His final hopes now rested 
nppn the: retum ofthe arch villain, Chiecafo to put 
him- into the right way again ; but after bearing the 
ricknesi of hope deferred with great fortitude, 'dur> 
ing many weeks, he bethought him of following àie 
Genoese, though he had' no directions how to find 
him. First, however, he essayed the eSect of sending 
letters and special miess^igers in all direotiona, with- 
out heariqg the least tidings of him. His own per- 

VOL. III. s 
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■onal exerdona proved equally fruitleBS ; and ia diii 
state of affiun, lost in & world of chimeru, he puBed 
his nnhi^ipy time till Christmas. Aboat that tima 
happening one day to be in company, he heard a 
party of gentlemen conTeraing, one of Whom ob- 
served, " If yon can do this, yon «ill rmder me s 
great serrice ; £)r a certain speculation, by whidi I 
hoped to become richer than the Grand Turk, hu 
ended in imoke. An old villain of a Genoese, whom 
God conibund, has emptied my pockets of all my 
ready cash, though he seemed to come, tike Jqa- 
ter, in a golden shower." — " And how," replied his 
friend, "did he inveigle you Ì What was the trick!" 
— "What was the trick, indeed? you shall hear I He 
waited to teach me how to make gold, and I, like a 
simple one who loves simplicity, wished to leam. For 
this purpose I advanced three hundred gcdd crowns, 
deposited in the hands of Luca Contile." — " Did yoa 
speak of gold crowns Ì" cried onr hero, no loi^;er 
able to repress hia curiosiQr, " and of a Genoese ? for 
fky'a sake, dear captain, go on." This the cqrtain 
did, and mutual explanatioas and condolementa thai 
took place. TIk onfy fact which they could desriy 
ascertain, was, that he had succeeded in the same 
manner in cheating them all ; tbat he was gone, and 
no Imger to be fbund. After conversiDg for some 
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time together tipon the subject, snd considerìng in 
what nay the losses ihey had Buffered might best be 
repaired, they arrived at the conclusion, that the most 
effect!!^ plan would be, to avail tbemselves of the 
same means as had been practised by the Genoese, 
Hhenerer they bad the good fortune to meet with 
any friend as simple ta they had tbemaelvea bMn. 
Somewhat consoled with having bit iqNm this ingcni- 
ooa method of reimbursing themsdves, they laoghed 
heirtfly, and took leare. 
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Upom the eve of the regal uid splendid nuptials abovt 
'to be Bolenàiized between the Duke GugUelrao and the 
' Princess Eleonora of Austria, the M&rquess Pescare, 
- then- governoi. over the Milanese, despatched theCs- 
valici Lione Aretino, a celebrated sculptor, to direct 
the pn^wrations, in honour of the occasion, at Msn- 
tna. After a number of ingenious plana had been pro- 
posed and rejected, it was finally agreed among per- 
sons of the finest taste and ability, to select that of 
the " Arch of Loyal Lovers," so well described by 
Amadis of Gaul, to be represented with the ridiest 
embellishments. With this view an admirable site 
was first pitched upon ; one of the most beaalifiil, 
perhaps, ever chosen for the cel^ration of so joyous 
a festival. Several hundreds of people were imme- 
diately engaged,' besides twenty directors, bron^t 
1^ Aretino from Milan, well versed in similar mat- 
ters, and wholly devoted to the work. In vain should 
we attempt to describe' the vast preparatiinis, the 
grand statues, the beaudfiil pictures, the splendid il- 
luminations hung in the air, and all die other mi- 
raculous exhibitions calculated to surprise the ^ec- 
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Utor. Enough to state, they were declared by all to 
be ^aal to any thing before exhibited by the great^t 
monarch upon earth. Both Tuscan and Latin Tcrses 
were written for the occasion by that divine wit Luca 
Contile ; who did not disdaini also, to afford his as- 
sistance to the supreme artist. Aretino, wherever it 
migbt be most wanted. Yet both beingoftbenwelves 
unequal to achieve the grand objects they had in 
vieir, they wrote to the Marquess at Milan, entreat- 
ing him to send them one of the MaJespini, their in- 
tonate friend, and a faithful aerrant of King Philip. 
The marquess, ever intent upon the duke's interests, 
readily complied with their request, declaring that 
they could not have hit upon a more skilful hand, 
he having had a vast experience in the celebradon 
of festdvals of every kind in Milan. Despatching 
Malespini, therefore, post to Mantua, he was met by 
a .dentation of merry gentlemen, who conducted him 
to the scene of action with loud applause. Afìer 
their witty comphments were over, he directly set 
his bead to work, as it was his duty, to devise how 
be might best add to the splendour and attraction of 
the scenery, and so highly did the others approve of 
his opinions, that they resolved to commit the sole 
charge of the infernal regions, one of the very high- 
est trust, to his hands. It was indeed of a most àe- 
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licKte DBtiue, the whole of the firewwks being coi^ 
fined to this spot ; bo that he looked somewhat roefùl 
in entering upon hia new prorince, though he heart- 
ily devoted himielF to the task for the poor cavali^s 
sake, overburdened as he was with the infinite vari- 
ety of his duties. Every thing was now condncted 
with the greatest diligence and despatch, Malespim 
awakraing a spirit of emulation among hia deyilii 
which communicated itself to the other artista. Evei 
the duke himself occasionally inspected the works, 
thou^ it was a general rule, iq order not to impede 
their progress, to admit no company except aadi as 
he introduced ; for two of the gentlemen were ■!• 
ways obliged to attend the duke, for the purpose of 
explaining every thing ; and so very irksome had Ùw 
practice become, that the cavalier Aretino tlirew tlie 
whole burthen of It upon poor Malespini'a shoulders. 
He had soon the wit, however, to take refuge ia die 
lowest depths of his own infernal domain, radier dian 
expose himself to the eternal questions of the foelidi 
courtiers, and there he always lay hid, until the lords 
and ladies were gone. 

The governor having already arrived at Mantua, 
and taken possession of the king's palace, likewise 
visited die works, anxious to bring diem to a speedy 
termination, as the royal visiters bad nearly aH ar- 
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lived. But obBcrving that there was a deficiency of 
^ata in giving a fine reflection to the whole, Males- 
fHiii waa coramiBsioned to go to Milan with large 
orders, which ougltt to have been already executed, 
and not to return without fulfilling them. These he 
despatched with such celerity, returning two .days 
before the festival, that he won the applause of all 
the lords and princes present ; not having broken a 
flin{^ chiuidelier by the way. Malespini, returning 
to his infernal labours, inspired such a degree of 
activity into his laziest imps, as to extort the ap- 
plause of all. Yet some there were, mightily afraid 
of burning their fingers with the work, whenever his 
back, or that of the cavalier, was turned upon them. 
Tbeae he instigated by blows, and moreover impor- 
tuned the duke to let the same plan be adopted in 
bis regions above, as in those underneath. This 
likewise greatly expedited the business towards the 
laat ; for Aretino had just before been seized with 
mài a fit of desperation, that he threatened to as- 
sassinate two of the idlest, and throw up the whole 
concern, as a hopeless job. So they got an order 
fiom tJie dulce, for the artificers to work all nigh^ 
long, encouraging and scourging them by turns the 
whole of the time. By these means the magnificent 
pile seemed to stait into sudden existence, and was 
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coDsidered a miracle by the people. For the cava- 
lier had now succeeded in drawing oS the water from 
the lake, into a sort of canal, hefore the enchanted 
island, so that no one could approach it but by the 
bridge, Khere the cavaliera were to arrive, after hav- 
ing engaged io battle^, and come D6f victors, against 
the garrison. The cavaliers, namely, the Marquis 
Pescara, Don Giovanni d'Avalos his brother, and Don 
Giorgio Mariquei, were to be led on by two AtnazoiU 
towards the canal, over which a small wooden bridge 
projected, by which they were to pass, when it became 
immediately submerged as before. Then they arrived 
under the Arch of the Loyal Loven, over which a 
statue of bronze appeared, with a trumpet in bet hand, 
to wE^me the approach of the conqueror, while a 
shower of flowers fell upon his head ; until just as he 
passed tmder a great vault, be was suddenly assault- 
ed by a number of naked weapons, and a huge hand 
was stretched forth, which dragged him into the «■■ 
chanted cave of ApoUidone and Griraanessa, where 
he remained a prisoner. - The cavalier being, thus 
worsted, was next to be conducted by the two Ama- 
zons to the place where the bridge had dis^)pear- 
ed ; and the statue was seen venting fire and flttme 
out of the trumpet. He was then to- be . seized by 
a host of devils, aitd thrown into the Inferno. It 
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required a considerable efibrt of skill to compel the 
bridge to stay uader water, which was at length, bow- 
ever, devised by the cavalier, applying aoróe ropes' and 
iron bands in such a way as to inake it rise and fall at 
pleasure. Requiring, afìer this feat, some litde're- 
pose, be begged Malespini to direct the remainder of 
tbe work, and to take particular care that no one med- 
dled with the bridge ; which might destroy the ma- 
cHinery and break it into a thousand pieces. Having 
taken upon himself tlfe duty of a sentinel, Malespini 
desired him to make ias mind easy, and get a little 
rest, for thè whole was in safe hands. Then brand- 
ishing a huge stick, he went among the artificers, 
crying as he smote the more idle among them : " Cou- 
rage, courage, my dear brothers ; let us employ the 
Utde time that remains to some purpose !" Being 
thus engaged, about two boiua before midnight 
toTch-li^ts were observed flashing in the theatre, 
followed by a laige train of lords and princes. Ma- 
lespini being aware of them at a distance, in order to 
avoid the reiterated persecutions to which he had 
formeriy been subjected, ran and hid himself within 
his inferno, in hopes they might the sooner take their 
leave. The company tlien burst in upon him, eon- 
sisting of the Cardinal Madruccio, followed by various 
prelates, the dukes of Parma and of Mantua, the 
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Mkrquett Pemn, with nmneroui oounU and cavalieri. 
After inapectiBg the whole place, tbey proceeded lo 
die intended field of battle, wide and capacious, and 
extremely well laid out. Heie the duke Guglielma 
with a few of hia fiienda, stopping till the rest of the 
ftttj had passed on, was desirous of showing them 
the Mcret bridge. For this purpose he took hold of 
one of the ropes by which it was bound, and giving 
it a pretty smart jerk, and it happening to be die 
wrong one, the whole machinery broke with a tre- 
mendous crash, and the bridge rose up, dashing the 
water abroad on all aide*. Maletpini hearing the 
terrific sound, hastily ran toward* the spot, and he- 
holding the bridge out of the water, and the machi- 
nery that had employed so many painful hours bro- 
ken into pieces, which faia friend too had juat com- 
mitted to his care, felt such a sudden emotion of an- 
ger, that seeing die duke, a little himehbacked man, 
with whose person he was unacquainted, standing 
near, and taking him for the prelate's clerk not &r 
from him, he lent him aeversl pretty severe Uowb 
upon the shoulders, with the weapon he held in his 
hand : " Villain of a hunchback I" he criedi " I feel 
the greateat inclination to knock your brains xnit;" 
which he mi^t, perhaps, have done, but for the 
kpeedy interference of those around him. The duke, 
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conaciouB of the mischief he had committed, and 
seeing him in such a furious passion, replied not a 
word; while Malespini, raving and swearing, declar- 
ed he had not done with htm yet, and hastened as 
&8t as possible to accuse the little hunchback before 
the marquess. " There he is," he cried, as the duke 
with his few companions appeared. " See, my lord, 
what sort of people you permit to visit our works ! 
Oh, my lord, he has broken the beautiful bridge, 
the Bridge of the Loyal Lovers, which was to grace 
the noble duke's espousals I It is entirely broken I" 
In the mean while, all the people present, on the 
^pearance of the duke, made their obeisance ; when 
poor Malespini, beginning to suspect that all was 
not ri^t, iutendy eyed the little hunchback, whose 
head he had broken. But when the truth burst upon 
him, he grew pale and mute, while the blood seemed 
to stagnate in his veins : for be still held the fatal 
cudgel in his hands, as he beheld the marquess and 
other princes paying homage to the duke. Though 
sdll smarting a little, the duke could not help laugh- 
ing at the pitiable appearance of his accuser ; and 
addressing himself to the noblemen, he said ; " I 
think I ought to be the accuser here : that gentleman 
has to answer for an assault ; and truly, my lords, I 
was afraid he was going to flay me alive ; it is wou- 
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derfìi] how I eiciped out of his hands." Then turn- 
ing towarda the trembling Malespini, be continued : 
" Come, friend, I believe we must both give and take ; 
I have done yon a terrible injury, and yon have had 
your reven^." " Oh I my lord duke," stammered 
out the unhappy gentleman ; " Oh ! my lord, may I 
presume your excellency will ever forgive me? Yoar 
excellem^ must be informed that I had never the 
honour of being acquainted with your person, or thii 
dreadiiii affiur oiuld not have happened : attribute it 
thai only to my regard for your excdkncy's interests." 
" I do," reified the duke, " for you have given ine a 
very sensible proof of it, and I feel it, as I believe I 
ought to do, for meddling where I had no businesi :" 
and upon this, he shrugged his shoulden, and ahook 
hands with Malespini, while the whole palace rang 
with mingled laughter and applause. Still Malespini 
was ill at ease; for he had now to encounter tlie 
reproaches of Aretino, who seemed, however, aome^ 
what consoled at the revenge be had takeA, which 
he thought was not at all too much ; thou|^ they 
both wore a very lugubrious &ce upon the occasion. 
Their next business was, if possible, to repair the 
damage ; which, though great, turned out not to 
be irrqiarable. For Malespini, having now dealt widi 
his devib, gave his assistance to the unhappy Are- 
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tìiK>,'iintS the endre vrork was restored; and the day 
of the festìval.amved. 

The raliaat cavaliers now engaged on both sides 
with the ntniost valour, fighting during the greater 
part of the night by torch-Ught, and displaying all 
the terrors of a mock heroic batde and storm by 
night. The Marquess Pescara had alresdy stretched 
three heroes on the ground, while a fourth, an unfor- 
tunate gentleman of Ferrara, was seized and dragged 
by the devils into Malespini's hell, where he was put 
to all kinds of tortures, till the place resounded with 
hia cries. Another was thrown headlong down a 
tremendous pr^ipice, to the terror of all the specta- 
tors, who imagined. he must have in&Uibly broken 
his neck ; but Pluto had the kindness to receive him 
apoa a bed of feathers, instead of flames. In die 
Inferno were exhibited all those extraordinary em- 
bellisbnients with which it is peopled by the poets ; 
. — Ixion's^eel, the stone of Sisyphus, Tantalus with 
bis aisles, the vulture of the fire-stealer, Cerberus 
with his diree heads, and a variety of other terrific 
objects. Old Charon was extremely busy with his 
souls, arrayed in every kind of form and dress, with 
files and furies in abundance, to greet their arrival. 
Que. of the principal figures was that of Lodovico 
Gonzaga, brothei to the didre, representing a Cava- 
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lìer of the Sun, amyed in white rdret, trinnaed with 
nyi of fire ; and wearing a band of crimaon ti1k, 
lined with gtdd, aaturated vitli inflammable liquids. 
Istuing in tfaii diesa out of a cave, he set fire to the 
belt, and instantly Kppeaitii enreloped in flames; for 
him alone being leaerred the sjory of giving freedom 
to the captÌTes, enchanted in the den of ApoUidone 
and GrìmanGsaa, an exploit that crowned the woo- 
den of the icene. But a sdii more strange and aeri' 
ous accident occurred to Malespini than to any of the 
enchanted persons present. For he had ordered a 
choice selection of nines to be in readiness, to refresh 
the actors and their assiatanti. Now some of these 
wne inadTertently placed among aome botdes of very 
fine aquavits, mixed with camphor and other ingre- 
dients, calculated to make a fine dÌB[day of fireworks, 
which the devils nere to spout out of their mouths 
and their eyes, without injuring any one. It hap- 
pened that Charon, in his frequent voyages, was en- 
trusted with a quantity of rich dresses and omamoitB, 
esteemed of much more value than the soub wbotn 
they adorned, fbi the better protection of which seme 
of the duke's guards had beai appointed. Observ- 
ing the number of flasks, and supposing them filled 
with good wine, as, in truth, many of them were, 
they took an opportonity, as soon ss possible, of 
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Nnptpng them of tbeir contents. Juit then poor 
Malespini came wandering by, with Bcordied eye- 
brows, inflamed cheeks, and with titde of bis muata- 
diios remaining, faint and weary " with excen of 
toil,'' and dying of thirst Imagining that his part 
was neady played, and the festiTal almost over, he 
seised optm one of these fatal flasks, and without ùa- 
ther consideration, swallowed a great part of it at a 
sinj^e draught. But finding it to be pure aqua vitte, 
he stopped about half way ; fin he bad yet the task 
of arraying a huge porter in a demon's habiliments, 
vAo was to bear iu bis hand a large machine, made 
of fine linen, steeped in spirits, which he was after- 
warda to set on fire, and it dierefore behoved him 
to huBband his strength. In this blaze the dcanon 
waa to run round the top of a large tower in the 
city of Plato, and to precipitate hinuelf thence into 
the depths of the Inferno; but, seized with a sudden 
qashn on beholding the place, and hearing the noise 
and confiision of demons below, which he imagined 
too neariy resembled the reality, no persuasions or 
tbrenta could prevail upon him to venture upon the 
perilous leap. Malespini, determined not to bate a 
jot of what appertained to bis duty on the occasion, 
when be found that neither force nor entreaties 
availed, gave him a sound cuff oa the side of the 
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hnd, and reaolving not to disaj^int the Bpectators, 
BÒsed upon liis devil's dms, arrajred himself in 
it, took the blazing machine, and ran with the ut- 
most speed ronnd the great tower ; thence, throwing 
his blazing emblema before him, with the spirit of a 
real demon, he took a flying leap in pursuit of than; 
thanks to the quantity of brandy he had swallowed, 
which conaiderabty diminished the height of the 
tower. Almoat every one who beheld him, and even 
Aretino himself astonished at the sight, and believ- 
ing it to be the porter, pronounced him a dead man ; 
but tfcanka again, perhaps, to the brandy, our hero 
suatained no kind of harm. Yet this formed only a 
part of the grand ezhibitioiis of the evening, the 
whole of which it would be an idle attempt to de- 
scribe. The battle of the cavaliers, the enchanted 
bridge, and the disenchantment of the lovers, would 
each require a separate story, while the jouats and 
games that followed, attended foy the flower of heau^ 
and the pride of chivahy of all Italy, gave a joyons 
termination to those haf^y nuptials, from which, no 
one returned home without some proo& of the mu- 
nificence of the duke. . . 
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Mant jrears i^, ther? dwelt in' the city of AinaltOi 
a certain' merchant, who, among his other specula- 
tions, was unludky- enough to venture in the'matrimo- 
uial lottery, and 'to draw a very bold and artful wo- 
man for bis wife. Now liis'buainess frequently lead- 
ing him to a distance from home, the lady Wds at full 
liberty to indulge " her love of pleasure and her love 
of sway," neglecting no opportunity of domineering 
over ber household, and coquetting with the pret- 
tiest young fellows she could lind. One of these' at 
length became so particular a favourite, as to excite 
the notice of one of the merchant's neighbours, who 
oflen amused himself with counting the number of 
visits paid to her by her gentle cavalier, during the 
husband's absence. He next resolved to add to bis 
amusement by acquainting the poor gentleman with 
his suspicions, who, expressing all the surprise and 
concern posdihleupon theoccasion, thanked his friend 
for bis advice, observing that he wo^ld take' care to 
provide a remedy. And in order to convince himself 
the more effectually of what he did not in the least irìsh 
to know, he fixed to return suddenly to his own house 
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ibe v«y fint iii^t he should be auppoaed to be at a 
distance. So, to be as good as his word, he feigaed a 
pretty long journey, hut cetraciag hia steps towaids 
evening, be went atiaigbt to his friend's house, situr 
■ted JBRt opposite his own, wibencc he coidd easily 
descry the motions of hia enna^, if such indeed «ere 
hnrkiDg about his itemises that night His fiiead, 
who had stationed himself at his side, when h« was 
juston the pointofdr^fing to sleep, about nndiù^t, 
was suddenly roused by an exclamation of horvn 
from tbe poor meidiant, and looking out of the win- 
dow, bebfld die lover standing at hia usual stMioa. 
The door not being innne^ately opened, the latta 
took a few turns before (he hoase widt an easy and 
confident air, by no means an aupicionB sign is tb* 
ayea of onr jeaknis spectator, who pronoanoed him- 
■df to be a very unhqtpyman. Witfabisfriend'aad* 
vice, tfa«refare, be reaolred to employ Ae toUatmg 
Stratagen. A&er diagViMig himself as wefi aa he 
eould, he very quietly stepped down stain, aai join- 
ing the g^idenuui upon the terrace, he aoooMMl hioi 
ìna)owtoneaaMlaws:**MyBHBtsess,«Ì9Bor, fcaows 
Tsry weU who it is, and has sent me to say, that, 
fearing ber busfand'a return, she wiAas no- to in- 
»oduoe yoM some «ther way into the Immsg* lest aay 
Ooe should obaerye you walking before the doer.** 
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Signor Drudo, bdieviog him of cotirie one of fbe 
lady's donwatics, ccmssnted to accompanjr ìàm, snd 
upon approat^og another entraace, the husband 
took a key from faia pocket, and Isd the uncotucious 
lover up a back atairease, into a room nfiere lay a 
fange dwit. '■ My iliistresa b^s me to «mceal you 
B kw moments in this trunk, sfgaor, until my (bol- 
i^ master goes ; when you may depend that she 
frill not delay a moment in coining for you herself, 
and will give yon the best entertainment that the 
house can afford. So jump in, signor; plenty of room 
and plenty of air ; and you will not bave to wdt 
many lOinutes." Acc<»-ding]y, with a becoming defe- 
rence' for tbe lady's orders, the bold youth stepped 
in, aitd the husband locking him fast, put tbe key 
mto his pocket, and haatoied back again to the house 
of his frimd. " He is eanght," be cried ; " tbe rat is 
iaat in the trap, what w31 be die best nay, think you, 
of dfspoikig of him?" This soon became a very gene- 
ra qtiestion, all his friends and relations being sum- 
moned to decide upon it, e^eciidly the female por- 
tion, who w«Te quite delighted to hear tbe tidings, 
bamng Itmg owed tbe merchant's wife a grudge, 
tor At baugfatiness and intolerance of hnr mumers. 
To add to the paUidty of the affair, the lady's pa- 
rents were roused -Arom their beds in the middle of 
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the night, and -revested to attend ; and ^ren her 
brolbov and BÙten, and cousini {roto the country, 
were not spar^ upon the occuton : all being assem- 
bled in couneil> t» strike the souli of the guilty pair 
with tenfold ane, confusion, and despair. With this 
charitable view, the whole profession directed their 
steps towards the house of their victims, while in the 
Toean time the unhappy lorei had been rather anx- 
iously awaiting the arrival of his beloved, who! on 
her part was looking as anxiously out of the win- 
dows, wondering what could possibly delay him so 
long, as 'he was accustomed to anticipate the hour. 
Hearing footsteps passing in all directions, but none 
approBcbÌDg near, the poor lover, already half sti- 
fled, b^an to kick and cry out with all his strength, 
in which he was successful enough to attract the 
lady's ear in the next apartment, who ini)uir«d in 
a great fright what it was. " It is I, my dear soni," 
returned a feeble voice, " I am jnrt dead; I won- 
der you can be so cruel as to keep me here." 
" Why, how did you get there, in the name of all 
the saints ? it is none of my doing, I am sure." " I 
do not know," said the vMce, " but your servant put 
me here by your orders, test your husband should 
see me." " Ot|, Lord ! help me, then," she cried, " I 
see bow it all ii ; it ismy hniMnd's doing. It is all 
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discovered. What, in the liune of he&yen) abaSi we > 
do I" " Let me ont, by all meatM," cried: the ^voicet 
" unless yod wish to see me perigh." ' " Oh ! dear, but 
my husband has got the key, and it is impossible to 
break it open ; besides, he would murder^ me if I 
did." " Look for another key, then,", said, the 'voice. 
" That is a good thought ; so I will," said the. lady ; 
and directing her search very effectually, she hit 
upon the right key, and was happy enough to libiate 
her lover. 

Once free, afler drawing many deep sigha, not for 
love, hut to recover his breathing, he was about to 
take his leave of the lady, and secure his escape while 
there was 3'et time, when seizing him half frantic in 
her arms, she conjured him not to abandoo her alone 
to death and to dishonour. " But what can he dcme ?" 
cried he, " how can you contrive to escape f" — 
" Why," said she, " if we, could put somebody else 
into the trunk, there might be some excuse for letting 
you out." — "True," said her bver, f. but who can we 
. find to take my- place, so that I raay go, for. it is 
quite time }" — " Now I think of it," returned -the 
lady, " there is a young ass in the stable ; if yon 
would assist me to get it h^e, and shut it up in : the 
box."—" Certainly I will do that,'' replied the lover, 
though DOt.nmeh flsttaeed at theidea of his succes- 
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■or» " I wiU do that; ud let i» go dbont it quickly." 
So hftTJBg acbieved this iè&t, uid kksed hia &ir de- 
livovr tenderly, he ran out of the house \ while the 
lady, hwrii^c locked uf the little donkey, TMy quietly 
went to rest. Ere IcMig, however, ^e was (oused by 
a tramendous noiae at the door ; all the relattoiu she 
had in the world were arrived, and ahe went down 
stain Ao welcome them herself. " Now," cned the 
ennged husband, rushing in, f<^owed by the whole 
troop, " I will convince you of the truth of all I have 
said ; go in, go in, and you shall take this vjle 
daughter of yours home widi you, afìer we have des- 
patched her wretched paramour befqre her £aee." 
Tìàa they one and all promiaad him to do, proc«ediog 
with lighted torches and drawn swords to the scene 
of action, and followed at a oooveoieat diatanca hy the 
women, extremely curious to b^old the terminatiiHi 
Dt the tragedy. The lady, expressing the utmost as- 
toni^ment at these proceedings, and the strange re- 
ception she met with on all bands, her haabaod, 
without deigning to refdy, lent her a pretty seven 
boK oa the ear, a species of compliment wMch was SI 
eagerly returned. " Mktd whom you bave to desi 
intb, and what you say," exclained the iwulted fair 
OHe ; " do yoa Aink I will be thus treated in die pre- 
■MOM of rty paecBla l"-^" Qb, tbou vUe, obattdw^ 
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woMMi I" be letnnied, " what «ill yon tsy when I 
■hew tben your wicked pamnoor, whom we are go- 
ing fa> luH before your face ; and upon this a volley 
of ^lue was launched on her from all flideE ; not a 
^^le one of her friends or relatrrei joining their volca 
to btr^ " Yes ; go on, go on," she cried, " caH me 
by all tho horrid nanus yon pleaie ; for I have Ae 
•atiaftction of knowing dut you alllie in your throati-; 
yea. yon do, yon do : or else yon are all stark mad : 
my knsband must have driven yoa oat of your wits." 
— *' Let ns inquire of diis diest," retorted he ; " let 
us bear what that will say." — " Oh, villain !" cried his 
wtfe, " you know I never bad the key ia my life, and 
wbocTor you may have hidden there, I swear I have 
never had any thing to say to him in til my life, and 
I trust that heaven will hdp me, and make my inno- 
ecBce moni&st to the world. Yes, and heaven will 
, £>r it is oH a vile eonqnracy to rob a poor 
injored woman of bn chief crown and 
yntà, her ionooenee and honoat !" 

« Cnne, no whimag," cried her buiband, ■* I have 
long known your practices ; but I hardly thoi^ht 
dwt he could have made such a complete hypocrite 
of you : he seems to have taught you to some pnr- 
imat indeed I Yoni tune is at length come. I will 
gb« BBch pnwft of vvw diepravity I Come along, 
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I am going to open the box. But first, my good 
ftiends, have your weapons ready, and draw closer 
ronitd. Strike spre, and take good care he doea not 
escape ; for I can assure you he is a fiercesnd pow- 
erful fellow," — "Never ièar," they all cried at once; 
" we will do his business ; I think we are a match ibr 
him ;" and wrapping their mantles around them, and 
brandishiog their swords, they entreated him to pro- 
ceed. One of them even cried, in an insulting tone, 
" Have you confessed yourself, villain ? for you are 
likely to have no other priests to officiate than onr- 
•elves." As the jealous husband was unlookingtiw 
trunk, his mother and siateis turned theii beads aside, 
as if desirous of shunning the horrid sight, even the 
shedding of a wicked adulterer's blood. . . - 

With hands and eyes intent upon the ^tprpaching 
slaughter, the men of vengeance stood; the bos 
opened, and the ass, uneasy at having. been so long 
confined, got upon his legs, and the. better to take 
his breath, brayed a long and discordant welcome'to 
his firiends. Such was the sudden shock he gave 
dnm, that some of the spectators fainted; tbe^more 
fortunate ran away, and great was the terror' and 
confusion before or4er could be restored. The more 
devout cried out th^ it.wqs a. miracle setu to prove 
the innocence of the lady, and the wicked design of. 



edbvCoOglc 



injuring her reputation ; bo that with one Kcord 
changing the object of their resentment, they b^an to 
revile the poor merchant, and accuse him of the most 
flagitious conduct in attempting to ruin the reputa- 
tion of his onn wife : indeed, had he not quickly 
sought lefiige elsewhere, the lady's brothers would 
have consigned him to the fate they had prepared for 
her lover. It was some time before he was again 
received into favour by the Iqdy and her firiends, nor 
was he ever afterwards known to make the least com- 
plaint, although the visits of the lover were sb ofìen 
renewed as to attract the notice of every body but 
himself. 
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Few particulars are to be met nith relating to the 
life and productions ot the above author, one of 
Italy's most rare and scanty norelists. There exist 
only two of his stores, which are known to have been 
published; though we are informed, that like many 
other of his contemporaries, he de«gned to present 
us with a greater number, the want of which, witlt- 
out some additional claims to superiority in jioint of 
quali^i is. not much to be regretted. Yet, though 
much inferior to some of his predecessors, he wai suf- 
ficiently famous, about the period in which he wrote, 
to occ^y a rank in the list of Italian writers of prose 
fiction. The earlier copies of his work h&ve long 
since become extremely rare, though a very exact^obe 
is said to Iqave formerly belonged to the Borromeo 
collection, taken, from that of the original edition, 
published at Florence in 1691, which was recently 
preserved in the Vatican library at Rome. It like- 
wise formed a portion of the collection of the late 
Alessandro, Gregorio Caiani, in erbose catalogue tt 
may be found enumerated. 
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About Ibe jtax IS1% durii^ the gtyrcmmcBt of tbe 
viettay of Na^M, irtiou nugnificence, whose de- 
fMDCy, and love of jiudee won the regard of all 
claMM, d>a« was a «4eimi festival hM Awnng ear- 
mral, given by hta faighneBi in hononr of the name- 
rotu dnk» and ptinon who then resorted to dte 
city. Towards tbe condunon of the hanqne^ dte 
{ffiDM of Bisignan, whose agreeable and somerrtiat 
flattariBg mumers ^aced Um on very fenùliai Unta» 
widi the viceroy, taking occasion to applaud Us 
«qnd sway and bis «nccesriul prosecntimi of ddin- 
qwnti, inqnired whedier he had then in custody any 
of averynotorionB character who were shordy aboot 
to expate dwir ofifances with their Uood. The vice- 
roy iflplied in the afBrna^e, observing, diere were 
fiwr of tins descr^)ti(Hi, who, die goveraor had jnst 
infiirmed Urn, were kept in the strictest eonfbieiiienC, 
daily awaiting the signal of their doom. "Have yon 
any- olt^Mtiai,'' rcMmed the prince, " to state tbe 
respective nasons of their impnaonntentl" " None 
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hi tbe werU," was tbe re|dr -, " litt fint it a doctet 
(^ kffs, who by tlw fklsification of ccrtun deeds 
cantùnA to deprive anotber of hii life and propert y ; 
the second, a doctor of f^ysic, who ira« bribed aC 4 
iàf^ rate to despatch mie of bis patienta Mtnevrhat 
toe speedily to the other world; the third, while 
eaommttdinf the fortreea of Castello dell' Uovo, took 
the liberty o( de&amdÌBg the soldiCTi of their pay, 
and was in actnal treaty, gentlemeD. to ddtvei iq> 
die place to the Turks. I^ laat of diia precioo* 
Mt, being entrusted with a large ■on of money by 
varkms pe<^le, secured it for bia own porpoaes, ^ul 
became baahrupt, setting out from ìispita &r CoOr 
Btattinoi^ the grand receptacle for wretdiei of das 
descriptioti'; but he had not die good brtone to 
get clear even of our coasta." " All these are in^ 
deed 6i^(nuit tnetanees," obserrod th« prince, " and 
deserving of the very «enreat vieitation of the laws. 
For they nay he coBsidered as four of the leading 
pfofesaona in the world, Aoseof tfaelawyM', thepfay- 
■iciafi, tlie gmwraor, and dw tnercbant, established, 
aa it -««re, tat the benefit of the cemiMHiity, wheres 
diese tttail» have emveited the soincea of esiateBiie 
Into pOisOB) and tima beoome g^pity of the moat 
abrodtm» and least «zeuaaUe of «rimca*" 

" It ia tree," replied die TicCToy, " and since we 



.it,,Goog[e 



■re aucmbled bere for the purpose of amusing oar- 
aàvea, let us in turn coosider which of these profes- 
sioos ongbt to be esteemed the most effectual in the 
promotion of property, of bononr, and of life. And 
we would first have the opinion of the Duke of Città 
Fenna;'then that of Atri; thirdly, of Amalfi; aadlast, 
but .not least of aU, that of our friend Somma. As 
supreme umpire in this matter, let us elect our prince 
Btsignan ; he shall decide which of us judges best ss 
to the udlity of their respective callings. And in re- 
gard to the mischief they produce in the world, sud 
their respective pre-eminence in evil, I should like die 
good prince of Salerno to put us right. And unda- 
■tand, friends, there must be no a^»eal from, and do 
sort of contradiction to this supreme jurisdicttOD of 
mine."— "Jt is well," .exclaimed the Duke of Citti 
Penna, " and as' your highness has first requested my 
humble opinion on this hi^ and important subject, I 
shall eipresB myself fr^nUy, without wishing' to be 
utdetatood to make particular. allusion to any meni- 
ber of these said professions, and gladly referring 
the errors I may fall into, to the wisdom of such of 
you as will rectify them." " That is well sud," in- 
terrupted the viceroy, " the question is qwte general; 
we have nothing to do with individuals ; they need 
not be a&aid of us, so proceed cheerily with the 
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qneotioii !" — " I say, then," pursued the duke, " that 
keeping the 'lucidiiB ordiy of our argument in view, 
I mean first to put our lawyer to the bar, as he first 
niftde his appearance on the tapis. The rest of you 
may deal with his successors as you please ; but I 
am determined to have a fling at him. For be is, to 
say. the least of him, a two-edged sword, which can 
cut very sharply both ways, so much so, that not all 
the governors, merchants, or physicians in the world 
are to be in any way compared to him. Behold him 
pouring forth a tide of learned eloquence in defence 
of the life, the propexty, and the honour of some 
rogue, whom he brings off* victarioui. What is. so 
TBsc^y i Had it not been for him, the villain would 
have igot his, deserts. And let me add, that if the 
leaned gentleman at.once applies his ignorance, of 
which the worldj and especially the world of lawyersi 
is yecy full,, and JiU knowledge united, in doing mis- 
chief,' how great is that mischief, no less to his client 
than to: others, whose very lives it may concern, and 
whose property or honour ate moet frequently at 
stake: while the guilty themadres are often falsely 
convicted, either through their counsd's ignorance, or 
th«ir wilful consent, insomuch that knowledge its«lf, 
in the hands of such wretches as these, may be com^ 

VOL. III. V 
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pared to a knife in the handsofajnadman. la&et, 
they wiU often restore the stolen bacon, as it is said, 
into the kitchen of the thief, if he possess the dexte- 
rity to treat them to a slice, while the poor owner 
walks emp^ handed away." 

The Dnkeof Città Penna here (Jiecking himself, he 
of Atri next took up the theme, proposing to deal as 
unceremonionaly with the doctor of physic as his pre- 
cursor had done with the man of law. " It is fit," be 
continued, " that we deal pretty ronndly with a nun 
who mostly prescribes doses of three several quali- 
ties to a poor sick wretch at a Trattore, trusting that 
so many opposite poisons may probably cancel each 
other, without destroying the patient along with 
thraa. It is at best a perilous business, in which so 
many materials, and so many false assurances to 
help them down, are to be swallowed. And for this 
reason pl^aidans are in many places not to be met 
with ; none, for iutsnce, being found in the Isle of 
Giappone ; and they were banished, in its ancient 
and best days, from the dty of Rome. ' Physician, 
cure thyself,' is in every body's mouth, while they 
are well and in possession of their jodgmeat; but as 
tbe latter declines with their health, they then send 
fin- him. ' Do you not perceive, O citizens,' cried a 
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wise Roman, ' that it is for conferring upon us the 
benefit of death, that they require payment !' ' Our 
physician, moreover, mostly gives proof of skill in 
redeeming some vile felon from the jaws of Cerberus ; 
saving, probably, his life and property, both forfeited 
to the laws; and by this process, against his own con- 
fession, be strives to justify his errors, by declaring 
such a wretch worthy of absolution. But though his 
prescriptions often agree excellently well with rogues, 
they have quit* a different eflect upon honest men ; 
and as many of us as henceforward allow ourselves to 
be carried oif, either by ignorance or stratagem ; why, 
I say, it is otur own fault." 

As lie thus concluded, the Duke of Amalfi next 
prepared, with a cheei^ countenance, to handle the 
merits of the commander, who, he observed, "has 
very serious charge confided to him. In the field, or 
in the garrison, 'the lives'of thousands are entrusted 
to his hands: their wealth, their honour, their all, 
depend upon the skill and probity with which he exe- 
cutes his task. But when he once begins to pecu- 
late, to declare a truce •vriih bis fidelity and honour, 
and to treat or to fight on his own bottom, as an au- 
thor somewhere observes, he is very far from being 
an honest rhani Neitlier friend nor foe can hold his 
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promise good, tbough he often swears od the &ith of 
a loyal -soldier ; and this must be sufficient, withoiit 
other iDstances, to signify my opinion, whether you 
judge it ri|^t or wrong." 

' The Duke of Somma, lieing the fourth, had now 
to round off the period of their discouTse, which he 
accomplished in a very polished and complete style. 
He dedaied " that the good and trust-worthy mer- 
chant was, a&Bt all, the surest means of conft-ning 
life, honour, and riches upon those who shewed thran- 
selves desirous, as most men were, 'of acquiring and 
adding to their worldly state and reputation ; as he 
supplied them upon credit with materials of everi 
description on which to build their own fortunes, and 
whai his bills became due, also to add to his. Fot 
the truth is, that ready money cannot always be paid 
down in hard coin, there being, according to an old 
saying, ' less honesty, sense, and money iu the world, 
than people in general imagine.' But when the 
trader or the usurer, impelled by the wicked instiga- 
tion of mammon and the devil, .would by their ac- 
cursed devices, vie with each other in obtaining the 
crown of unrighteousness, mode of gold, they are not 
at all inferior to the lawyer, the physician, cw the 
, in the art of deriving peo|^e of their 
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life, tìitàr reputation, or their pioperty. There are 
too many instances occurring every day, more espe- 
cially among a great trading people, who boast of 
the superior skill an^ valour of their mariners, of 
merchants announcing their failure lo the world, for 
^e mere purpose of appropriating the property of 
others, committing fraudulent acts of bankruptcy, and 
not onfrequently absconding with the money g£ their 
employers in their pockets. It is an old Spanish say- 
ing, ' Mercante mal arrivato carta viexa va buscando.* 
The false trader (I take it,) returns to his old trade ; 
till having at length forfeited his reputation with his 
honesty, poverty follows in their place. 

" Now this same poverty being a sort of foot-cloth 
(oi all the world to rub their feet upon, soon become» 
■o strong and unwholesome, that though it were salted 
with all the virtues of the earth, it would infallibly 
smell ; insomuch that its very professors, a numerous 
class, in order to avoid its influence, scruple not to 
commit the liiost unjust actions, at the risk of ending 
their days upon a scaffold. At last, when they find 
there is really no other means of getting rid of a nui- 
sance; situated not only very near, but actually within 
their dwellings, th^ prefer rather to leave their earth- 
ly tabernacles altogether, than bear its daily inconve- 
nience ; and thus boldly risk a final adventure upon 
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the les of eternity. And this is the tast argument I 
can think of to eMablisb my position, that there is 
not a greater rascal on the face of the earth than a 
fraudulent merchant, such an one aa oar good vice- 
roy has probably now in his'poasession among his 
other living curiosities. 

The treatment of this villanous subject, and the 
■hie exposition of its enormities by our ducal oratws, 
were greatly applauded by the rest of the company ; 
yet the viceroy himself was perhaps the loudest io 
their praise. Turning towards the Prince of Bisig- 
nan, " To your htghnets," he continued, " I believe 
it next belongs, to giv.e final judgment in this caset 
from which there must be no appeal, declaring which 
of the professional parties under consideration, ia ei' 
ther the most useful or the most prejudicial to the 
world. And let their merits, in God's name, come 
first, for we have heard sufiBcient of their opposite 
qualities, I imagine, to serve ns for some time." The 
prince, then, with all due form and ceremony, of 
. which he was an excellent master, commenced his 
magisterial discourse. " Too grave and weigh^ I 
fear is the burden you have imposed upon my poor 
shoulders, tliough I shall endeavour to hear up under 
it as stoutly as I can. And the better to observe 
yoiir injunctioiia, I shall here beg to introduce the 
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&mouB story, bo beautifolly told by Boccaccio, ap- 
plied to one nba, like me, had a very importaiit mat- 
ter in hand. 

" The father of a &iiiily once h^ipened to be in 
powession of a certain extraordinary ring, which be- 
ing left by will, bad thepower of conferring his whole 
properly on iriiicbever of his ions had the good fbr- 
tune to wear it after his^eadi, to the exclusion of the 
rest of hia children. In this way it was handed 
down throngb' sereral generations, until it fell to the 
lot of <nM, who had three sons, all of whom were ac> 
quainted widi its excellent i^opertiea. Being per- 
petually teazed by each of them for the succession, 
the old gentleman, to avoid their ftirtber importuni- 
ties, sent for a celebrated goldsmith, whom he com- 
miuioned to malie two more bo exactly similar, that 
it became imposBible to detect the counterfeit He 
then severally presented each son with <Hie of them, 
obsoring, that if he were wise, and wished to lead a 
quiet life, he would take care to say nodiing about it 
to hi! brothers, but that after he vrea gone, he might 
act aa be thought proper. Then, rery convenient^ 
&Uing sick, as each of them imagined, not long 
afler the presentation of the ^i^ the old man took 
leave of the world. The quarrel he had predicted, 
and which he had contrived to keep at a diatance 
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during hia Ufèdine, now bunt ferthbetween the boiu, 
each contending that he was the sole heii, and p«>- 
ducing the ring as a testimonial of his claims, Cireat 
ttas their astonishment, and great was likewise'lhe 
perplexity of the umpire, chosen on the occanon, to 
ailjost the clashing interests of the dainianta; the 
aimilaiity of the rings wonld now have pozzkd die 
goldsmith hìnudT; insomuch, ' that after they were 
well wearied of the controversy, they coiueMed to 
divide the property into three equal parts. And 
thna would I do in the very doubdiil matter you 
have proposed to me, for all these profesnona are so 
exceedingly useful, that I do not suppose the wisdom 
of a SoLomoQ could pretend to: solve the difScnlty, as 
to which, by its intrinsic excellence, is best entitled 
to the gratitude of the world:" and here he con- 
cluded his remarks: 

" You have spoken, prince," exclaimed the vice- 
roy, " in a very satisfactory, and I think a y«y hap- 
py manner. And now let the prince of Salerno 
please to settle the rest ; for if we may be allowed to 
infer a wise sentence, from the singular prudence and 
sagacity with whii^ he has conducted all his af- 
fwrs, we shaU not be leti in want of one now." 
" Heaven grant you may not," returned the prince ; 
" were the premises true, the concluùon might be so 
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likewige, though I shall not take any particalar trou- 
ble to disdaim the character you have given me, at 
the expense of stultifying myself, anare as I am of 
greater imperfections than those which my friend Bi- 
BÌgnan has attrihuted to himself. And to avoid, if 
possible, becoming tedious, I shall follow his exaniple, 
by repeating a story I recollect to have heard from 
an old countryman, of mine, nho having frequent 
business in Norcia, received it from the hps of one of 
his relations. 

" There was a certain Annibal Finì da Urbino, no 
leas distinguished by bia capacity in civil, than in 
military affairs, of which, being a liberal-minded 
man, he had nearly the sole adjustment in Norcia. 
Finding himself one day less pressed with business 
tban usual, he entered into conversation with several 
citizens, aa he stood in the porch-way of the justice 
halt, regarding the conduct of the magistrates and 
governors of Spoleto. Somepratsed and some blamed 
them for the same, or opposite qualities; one was 
too avaricious, another inhuman, and they were all 
in turn very severely handled in proportion to that 
love of scandal, which Ìb bo universally encouraged 
in the world. 
" Our friend Annibal, flaUering himself that his 



,i.z.iit,,Cooglc 



S0e lALTVCCtO aUVDCCL 

known liberali^ and love of justice had acquired for 
him the reputation of the most upright judge of Nor- 
cia, imagined he should ateer dear of die sweeping 
censure {Mvnounced sgainat the rest of the magia- 
tratea, and thin accosted a countiTnian as he went 
by : * Martin, my good fdlow, tell me, for the sake 
of this pretty ducat, «4iieb of the magistrates, think 
you, that has just left the court, has the beat charac- 
ter among the people V Now Martin, who like 
most of his countrymen, was at once both as awk- 
ward and as cunning as a bear, directly replied with 
the utroost freedom and readiness, but withont any 
thing of the graceful or decorous so much inaiatcd 
upon by iì>e prince of oratora : ' I shall answer yon, 
good Mr. Podestà, as a certain ndghbonr did a cus- 
tomer who put a very improper kind of Question to 
bim. My neighbour happened to be in posseaaim 
of four beautiful wolfs whelps, one. of which a villa- 
ger had a notion of making his own, and with this 
viewhehegan to bagi^ with him ibrtbe price, say- 
ing, ' May I rely upon your pointing out to me which 
is the best, for I do not hke to trust entirely to my 
own judgment, though I have a ahrewd notion whidi 
is the best V Now the peasant, who well knew ibQ 
savage disposition of such animals to be very much 
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iqwn a par, piUy onsfrered with a giin : ' Thnut 
your hand into the pannier, my &iend, and please 
yourself, for they are all of the same kidney.' 

" With thin be slipped the ducat into his pocket aad 
rode grinning away, leaving the magistrate to digest 
the spleen and venom of the reply as well as he 
could. Pretrading that he had got business to des- 
patch dsewhere, he turned directly away, and soon 
afterwards re-entered the hall. 

" Now I shall here presume to make a second apph- 
cation of the good rustic's answer to the very impor- 
tant business before us ; and I think it may enable 
us to solve the difficulty regarding the four profes- 
sional gentlemen at present in the custody of our ex- 
cellent viceroy, and who, I take it, are pretty mnch 
of the same kidney. So thrust your hand into the 
pamiier," he continued, to the viceroy, " and take 
whichever you like to hang first ; fi>r the; are all of 
them such complete proficients in their trade, that 
not one of them, I am convinced, nould yield to the 
other, either in his desire or his capacity of doing 
evil. It is in vain for us to attempt to discover 
which is the worst, as it is altogether a most diabo- 
lical afikir on the part of each. I &ncy the father of 
lies alone would be enabled to infiirm us aatis&ctO' 
rily of thi» truth." There was an universal burst of 
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lauglter and appl&use at the dose of tliis speech: 
their mirth waa rapturous and overflowing ; nor was 
dieir admiration less of the happy manner in which 
the doke had extricated himself from the difficulty 
impoted upon him. 

The viceroy then finally addressed the company, 
observing, that each of the guests was now &t liberty 
to entertain what opinion he pleased ; for that (his 
was, after sU, the only plan he knew for arriving at 
the truth. Having said this, he proceeded to close 
the proceedings ; and not long afterwards, with the 
moat exact observance of all due forms and cere- 
monies, strictly enforced at the court, the guests se- 
parated for the evening, adjourning to repose their 
wearied limbs from the toils of the banquet, no less 
than from those of state, of a still iqore grave and 
irksome miture than the former. 
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NOVELS 

BY AHONYHOUS AUTHORS. 



Ihb fbllowing very ingenious novel of Grasso, with 
two others, bjr unknowD hands, have been in most 
instances appended to the list of Novelle Amiche, for 
the names of whose authors we are equally at a loss. 
This laat circumatance, however, would appear to 
have been the sole reason for such arrangement ; for 
the production of the novels now under consideration 
most be referred to a much later period. Yet how 
ranch BO, and what is the exact time from which they 
date their origin, remains still a question with Italian 
critics, leaving much space for controversy, as well 
u for arbitrary distinctions. Nearly all, however, 
agree in yielding aroong these, the palm of excellence 
to OraMO, whose delightful coniiuion and perplexity 
of mind must be admitted to exceed even the un- 
certainty of his numerous commentators. " Whe- 
iher," as is sapiently observed by one of these, " the 
story is to be esteemed feigned or real, we are at 
liberty to judge as we please, provided we all agree 
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in ita being extremely entertaining." Many have 
maintained it to be true, no lesB from the nature of 
its incidents, so difficult to conceive, than from its ge- 
Dcnl msnner ; the ease, elegance, and vivacity of its 
style, its exquisite tone, sad probability of incident 
and connexion ; all of which breathe the odour of a 
better age than most of its anonjrmous companions. 
To waive every conjecture respecting the precise 
period in which they may have originated, the trans- 
lator is not without sufficirat authority for the mode 
of their arrangement. The authors of some of the 
most esteemed Italian coQections, or NaeeUicri, along 
with die learned Manrn, GUalteruzzi, and others, 
bai^ten to agree in referring them ]Hetty nearly to the 
same period, and placing them in the same order of 
chronological succession, as they will be feimd by the 
reader to hold in the present work. 
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THÈ FAT EBOHY CARVER. 



About the year 1409, a company of young Florentines 
haviDg met one' Sunday evening to sup together at 
Aé house of their friend, Toinmaso de' Pecori, a very 
good natiired and respectable man, and fond of good 
ttmety, the whole party agreed, as soon as they had 
supped, tò'dràw their chairs sociably round die'fireJ 
Tbere^ as is usual on such occasions, they began to 
eonTerse in a pleasant way upon a variety of topics, 
when one of the guests lóokinground him, obfterved, 
"- Wlutt 'can be the reason that we have not the com- 
ptin;/ of Mauetto Ammanotini here to-night? though 
r^ieatedly invited, he still refuses to come : tt is very 
Itrange 1" Now Manetto was by profesgion a carver 
- in ebony, ' who had opened a shop in the Piazza San 
Giovanni, and was considered a very skilfiil artist in 
hia way; be possessed a very agreeable person and 
mannèrsi and was about five and thirty years of age. 
Indeed duch was his comely and comfortable appear- 
ance, that it had acquired for him the name of Grasso, 
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F«t, and he wu ererywhere etteemed one of the 
most h^ipy, good-tempered fellows in the world, al- 
my» contributing his fiill ahare to the life and ii^rit 
of « feut But this time, either ftom design or ca- 
price, the ingenious carrer was wanting to cMnplete 
the social comibrt of the party. After discusaing the 
matter oyer and over, they were still at a loss to ima- 
gine the reaaon of hia abaeoce. As be had sent so 
message, they fUt a little piqued at it ; and the per- 
loa who had first started the sul^ect, said, " I wnb 
we could ^y him some good trick,- were it only to 
teadi bim better m^nnen in fiiton." " Yea, hnt 
iriiat kind of trick could we play hitoi T" taid another ; 
" unteti, indeed, we could get him to treat na to a 
dinner, or something of the kind." Now there ms à 
certain PhiHp Brunelleieo belonging to the aame pariy, 
a man well acquainted with Graaso and all hia con- 
cerns) who on hearing this, began to pondeaf a litde 
on the inhject. And pondering to some puiJMMe, he 
at length obterred, like a clever fellaw as he #aa, " If 
I thought, gentlemen, I were wicked enough to do it, 
I could tell you how we might have a noble revenge ; 
oh, inch a revenge! by pasaing off a tridc apoa him 
that will make us sU laugh for an age to come : iriiat do 
you Hunk ? I have not the least doubt we miglit pa- 
luade him that he vras actually metamoridioied, aivd 
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become quite aaotfiér person." " Nay, that'is impos- 
sible !" they all cried at once. "I say not," continued 
Philip, " if you will only listen, and let me explain 
the whole plan." And this he did in so satisfactory a 
manner, that they one and 'all a^eed 'to join hiin m 
persuading Grasso that' he was changed into Matteo, 
B member of the sane party. ' 

The ensuing night was accordingly fixed upon for 
die trausformatioa ; when' Philip as being upon the 
mcnt intimate terms with Grasso, was appointed to 
go, about the time of shutting up shop, to visit hiiii. 
So he went ; and after talking with Glasso,' as had 
been Agreed upon, ibr some Urne, there appeared 
a -little lad running iti great haste, wfio inquired if 
Signor Bmnellesco were dierd ? Phih'p answered, he 
was, and begged'to know whu he wanted. " Ob, 
signor," said the bo^, " you must coaie ìtmnedì- 
ately ; for your mother has met with a sad accident, 
she is very nearly killed, 'so you must come home 
now." ' With -Well feigned griWf and'alàim,' Philip ek- 
daimed, " Good Lord defend us !" and took leave 
somewhat abrupdy of his friend Grasso, who said he 
would' go with him, iffae thought he could be of any 
service ; for now was the time to shew his regard. 
Somewhat conscience-smitten, Hiilip thanked him, 
■tyii^, " No, not now ; but if I want you, I will 
x2 
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make bold to wnd for yon." Then pretending to 
buten liomewardi, Philip turned the comer of a 
street, leading to Gruso'a hoiue, opposite to Santa 
Rqnrata, and very unceremoniously picking the lock 
of the door, he marched in, and fastened it behind 
him, so that no one could follow. 

Kow it happened that Grasso's mother had set off* 
some days before to a little country |Jace at Pole- 
roasa, for the purpose of washing linen and nicfa 
household concerns, and she was expected back again 
that day. After shutting up his shop, Grasso went 
Muntering along the Piazza, rmninating on his fiiend's 
misfortune j until, finding that it grew late, be ctMi- 
ctnded that Philip would hardly think of sending for 
him that nigfau So he resolved to go hoine, but 
was somewhat puzzled, on ascending the steps, to 
find that he could not open the door as luud ; and 
after aerasi vain attempts, be supposed it mtut bè 
locked in the iiùide, and knocking pretty iharjd^i 
be shouted, " Open the door!" thinking that Mi 
mother had returned, and for some reason or other 
had fastened it af^er her in the inside. But at lengdi 
a voice answered, in Grassó's own tone, " Who is 
there i" and Orasso, a littb startled, said, " It ia I ; 
let me in." " No," returned the voice ; " and I b^, 
Matteo, that you win go aw^r; lam in great amdety 



edbvCoOglc 



ANONYMOUS AVTHORS; 309- 



kbOnt a friend of mine; forasi was jiwt now talking 
in my shop to FbiKp, diete came a messenger in 
htste to'sgy that his mother was nearly dead, and I . 
■m very sorry for him." Philip pretended all the- 
while he said this, to take poor Grasso for his friend 
Matteo ; and then, as if turning to Grasso's mother, . 
he continued, " Pray, good mother, let me have my 
supper ; it is really too bad ; you ought to have been 
back two days since, and you come in just at this 
time of night," — and he went on grumbling and scold- 
ing exactly in Grasso's own voice. Still more sur- 
prised at this. Grasso now said, " That is very like 
my own voice ; what the deuce can it all mean ? Who 
is it, speaking there up stairs 7 can it be I ? How is 
ih I wonder Ì be says Philip was at his shop when 
he:Iieard his mother was ill, and now he is busy 
chiding his mother, or my mother Giovsina, I do not 
know 'which. Have I lost my senses, or what does 
it mean ?" Then be went down the steps again, and 
shouted np at the windows, when, as had been agreed 
upon, there passed by his friend Donatello, the sculp- 
tor, who said as be went past, " Good night, Mat- 
teo, good night ; I am going to call upon your &iend 
Grasso, be is just gone home." Grasso was now 
po-ièctly bewildered, on hewing his friend Donatelo 
address him as Matteo ; àn^ tuitiing away, he nrent 
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into the Piaiu San Giovanni, nying to liimsdf, " I 
«ill BU7 heret till Btmidbody comes by who can tell 
me who I really am." He was next met by aeme 
otBicati of police, aliailiff, and a creditor, to whom 
Matteo, whom, however reluctantly, he now reprC' 
f^ted, owed a sum of money. " Thia is the man ; 
thia is Matteo, take himi he is my debtor, I have 
watched him closely, and caught him at last !" cried 
the. creditor ; and the officers, laying hands on him, 
led him away. It was in vain that Grasso, turning to- 
warda the creditor, exclaimed, " Why, what have ypu 
to. do with me? you hare mistaken your man! my 
name is Graaso the Carver ; I am not Matteo, nor 
any of hia kin: I do not even know him." And he 
was beginning to lay about him lustOy ; but they 
soon secured him, and held him fìut " You not 
Matteo 7" cried his creditor, surveying him from head 
to foot, " We shall soon see that. Do you think J do 
sot know my own debtor Matteo? Yes, too welL 
Cannot I distinguish him from Grasso the Carver, 
think you ? You have been in my hooka too long. I 
have had accounts against you this year past : yet you 
have the impudence to tell me you are not Matteo; 
but vrill auch an alias, think you, pay me my money 
backT Offwithhim: we shall soon see whether he 
be Matteo or not" They then hurried him in no very 
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gentle way to prìson, and it bong suppei-time, they 
encountered no one on the load. His name wu 
entered in tbe gaol-book as Matteo, and he was 
compelled to take up hU BtaUon with the rest of 
the prisoners, all of whom huled him in the same 
tope, saying, " Good night, Matteo, good mghtt" 
Hearinghimself thus addressed, Grasso said, "There 
moat be something in it certainly ; what can it mean I" 
and he almost began to persuade himself, that, as 
every body said so, he must indeed be Matteo. 
** Will you come and take some supper with ua," said 
the prisoners, " and put off thinking of your case till 
to-morrow ?" So Grasso supped with them, and took 
ijp bis quarters along with one of them, who ob- 
served, " Now, Matteo, make yourself as comfort- 
able as yon can to-night, and to-morrow, if you can 
pay, well and good ; but, if not, you must send borne 
for bed-clothes." Grasso, thanking him, laid himself 
down to rest, thinking what would become of bim, if 
be were really changed into Matteo ; " which I fear,'> 
he continued, " must in some way be the case ; there 
an so many proofs of it on all aides. Suppose I 
■end home to my motlier ; but then if Grasso be really 
in ^it bouse, they will only laugh at me, and perhaps 
uy I am mad. And yet surely I must be Grasso." 
And with such dotations he lay perplexing himself 
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all night, noi able to determine whidi of the two he 
was.. . After a sleepleaa night hei arose, and stationed 
himself at the small grated window, in ho^es scMVe. 
one might pass who knew him ; aod, a; chance would 
hare it, Giovanni RucelUi, one of the suppo- par^ 
when the plot was first hatched, approached. It hap- 
pened that Grasso was making a dressing table for 
Giovanni, intended foralady, and the latter had been 
in his shop the day before, pressing him to finish the 
work in a few days at iartheat GioTànni, gcring into 
a shop facing the prison grate, on the ground-floor' 
where Grasso stood, the prisoner. began to smile and 
make mouths at him ; but his friend only stared at him, 
aa if he had never seen him in his life before. Grasso, 
thinking the other did not know him, said, " Pray, do 
you happen to know a person of the name of Grasso, 
who lives at the back of the Piazza San Giovanni, 
and makes inlaid work Ì" " Know him ! to be sure I 
do," replied Giovanni, " very well ; he is a particular 
friend of mine, and I am going to him directly about 
^ litde job he has in hand for me." " Then," said 
Grasso, " as you are going, pray be so good as jut 
to say to him, ' A very particular acquaintance of 
yours, Grasso, has been taken into custody, sod 
would be glad to exchange a word with you !' " "To 
be sure I will,'' said the other, " very wHlme^y ;" and, 
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taking hJs leave, pursued hu way. Friend Giaaio, 
reroajniiig at the window of the prison, began to 
«omnime with himself, " Well, at last, it is clear that 
I am no longer Grasso, for I am Matteo, and no one 
elne with a vengeance. The deril give him good of 
th^ change ; but what a wretched fate is mine ! If I 
say a word about the matter, they w31 think tne mad, 
and die very beggar lads will laugh at me ; and if I 
M to explain it, a thousand mistakes will occur, like 
that of yesterday, when I was arrested for him, u> that 
I am in a most awkward dilemma. Well, I must wait 
for Grasso's arrival, and see what he says when I ex- 
^aia the affidi to him." After anxiously looking out 
for bis arrival, during rnimy hours in vain, he at length 
retired from his station, to make room for other pri- 
spqers who wished to look out. Now it ha{^)ened 
that a cerUin learned judge had that day been com- 
mitted to prison far debt, who, though unacquunted 
with Grasso, observing his forlorn situation, and sup- 
posibg he must be an unhappy debtor, sought to en- 
ccqiragehim, saying, "Why, Matteo, you look as me- 
lancholy as if you were going to be executed to-mor- 
row, and yet you are only confined for a trifling 
.debt. Come, you ought not lo despair ; but send for 
ilome of your friends or relatives, and try to accomr 
TOod^te matt«n, so that yon may shortly get out, ia- 



,i.z.iit,,Cooglc 



314 AMOHtHOUB ADI'HOKS. 

stead of fretliiig yourself to death." Heanng these 
oonsohitory vords, Giaaso resolved to confide the 
source of his grievance to so kind an adviser, and, 
dratring him aiide, he said, " Though you do not 
seem to know me, I am well acquainted with yon, 
signor, and the reputation you have acquired. It is 
this that emboldens me to entrust you with the source 
of my unhappineis, lest you should imagine' that any 
small debt could produce the agitation in which you 
saw me. Alas, it is far worse;" and he thea pro- 
ceeded to relate the whole of his advrature, bitterly 
lamenting, and entreating of him two diings, namely, 
that be would mention it to no other person, and that 
he would deign to give him some advice as to die 
course he ought to pursue, adding, " As I know yon 
to be deeply read in those authors, who treat of an- 
cient histories, and of every kind of strange events ; 
have you ever met with any case similar to this?" 
The worthy judge, having heard him out, came at 
once to the conclusion, that the poor man was either 
insane, or the dupe of some trick, such as it really 
was. He therefore replied, that he had read of many 
instances of persons being changed, in this way, and 
that it was no new thing. " Then," said Grasso, 
" pray tell me, in case I am become Matteo, who is 
Matteo now Ì" The judge re|died, " Of course, he 
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miut have become Grasso." The latter i^oined, 
" Well, I should St lefist wish tp see him, ia order to 
put this matter a little to rights." In this way they 
continued conrersing together, until near the hour of 
respera, when Matteo's two hrothers -made their ap- 
peanince, and inquired of die prison registrar, whe- 
ther s brother of their's named Matteo was confined 
there for debt, and to what amount 7 This man hap- 
pening to be a parUcular friend of Tommaso de' ' 
Pecori, had been let into the secret, and answered, 
that there was ; then pretending to run over a list 
of names, he added the amount of the sum, along 
with the creditor's name. " Well," add the bro- 
thera, " we wish to speak with him instandy, and fix 
upcm some method of payment." So entering into 
the prison, they inquired of a man, whom they saw 
standing at the window, whether one Matteo was 
near at hand, begging him to tell him that two of his 
brothers were come to ransom him, if he would ap- 
pear. Soon afbr Grasso made his appearance at the 
grate, and having saluted them, the eldest of the 
brothers said, " Ah, Matteo, and has all the advice 
we have given you gone for nothing ? how often we 
have warned you what would be the result, plonging 
every day deeper and deqier into debt, while your 
extravagance never admits of youi paying any one^ 



Dg.l.zecit>>Ct)OglC 



316 



Whmt trifh gambling, and other evil comsea, you havfr 
never a fertbing in the vrorld that you can call your' 
own ; and now you reap the fruita of such conduct. 
Do you think we ha*e not already been involved in 
aufficient trouble and expense, without adding this to 
the list of your former follies and extravagancies ? 
I«t me tell you, that were it not in consideration of 
our own honour, and the anxiety of our mother, we 
would leave you here to pay the penalty of your sins, 
in order that you might learn better for the future. 
As it is, we have determined to fi^ve yoit one more 
ttial, and pay the amount ; warning you, at the same 
time, dtat should you repeat the oflfence, you shaQ 
lie and rot here, before we will trouble ourselves widi' 
you more. Be ready, then, when we call for you 
' about vesper tine, when there will be fewer people 
abroad ; as it is not very pleasant to be seen here, 
every day in consequence of your scandalous pro- 
ceedings." To this rebuke. Grasso replied with the 
utmoBt humility, promising to abandon the course he 
had pursued, and. no longer bring disgrace upon his 
friends by his extravagance. He then entreated that 
they would be true to the hour, which they said &ey 
would observe, and took leave of him. ^ . 

Grassa then went back, and thus addressed the 
judge, "WeOfthiaia strange iiideed! Matteo'sfaro- 
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dien have just been here, to inform me -they will 
come and release me in the ereninj. Sot," he conti» 
nued, very Auch puzzled, " irben they take me hence, 
where shall I go 7 certainly not to my own house, be- 
caiue ir Grasso lires there, what can I say ? he will 
asiuredly believe me mad ; for I am sure he must he 
there, or my mother would have sent before this to 
say that I was missing, whereas she now thinhs I am 
at home." The judge replied, " Then do not go there, 
but accompany your brothers, (I mean those who 
called,) wherever they please." Thus conversing, 
evening at length arrived; the brothers made their 
i^pearance, pretending that they had accommodated 
thei affiur ; the gaoler came forward with the prison 
k^s, and, stepping up to die place, said, " Which of 
yoa ia Matteo?" Grasso, presenting himself, re^ 
[died, " I am hCTe." The gaoler, narrowly observ- 
ing him, said, " Your brothers have settled your 
debt ; BO go, you are free ;" at the same time opening 
the prison door, for Grasso and hia brothers to pass. 
Now they resided at Santa Fehcita, near the side of 
Sail Giorgio, and whoi they reached hotaie, they took 
Grasso into a room on the ground-£oor, and hade 
him to stay there quietly till supper time ; the table 
was already covered, and there was a good fire. One 
of them next went to seek for a priest, residing at Santa 
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Felicita, « good looking penooige, to yfbcaa be said 
that fae came to coiuiilt him, in confidence, aa <Hte 
neightmnr ought to do mài another : " Yon làum 
there are three hrothers of ua, one of whom ia Mat- 
teo, who waa yesterday arreated for deht. Such ia 
the impression it appears to have made npon him, 
that he is gone almost heaide himself; and more par- 
ticulkrly upon one point ; for he thinka he has be- 
come another person, a carTer in ebony, of the na^ 
of Grasso, who has a shop at Santa Reparata; Aid 
there seems to be no nay of getting it out of his head. 
We have taken him but of prison and bron^t hira 
home, confining him to hia chamber, lest he shoold 
pioiJum hia folly to the worid : for should it once be- 
come public he will always have the reputation of it, 
though he were to become the wisest man in Qie world. 
This you very well know, and, for the aamé reason, 
1 am come to ratiéat that you will cAnsent to accon- 
faàj me back, and try whbther' there is any chance'oF 
restoring him. Do this, and lire s&all always cmsi- 
3er ourselves greatly indebted to you."' - . <- 

' The good priest replied, that he would cbedrtiilly 
attend him ; for he was sure that if he could only en- 
gage his brother in conversation, he diould hit uptm 
some method of restoring him to reastm. So tlieyaet 
out together, and on their arrival, Ù» priest wis m- 
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study introduced to onr hero, who toie up on hi> 
entnuefe. " Good evening to you, Matteo," said the 
fiirmer. " Good ereniiig, and good year to you also," 
■aid Grasso, " who are you looking for 7" Thè priest 
aniwered, "I. am come to git with you a little while;" 
sod seating himsdf,' he continued: " Come, sit dowii 
by me, Matteo, and I will tell jrau what I am thinking 
of. You must know, I have been much concerned 
to hear that you have been arrested, and have taken 
the thing ^ much to heart, as almost to lose your 
wits. ' Among other notions, they tell me that you 
have got it into your head, you are no longer the 
■Ame Matteo, but are become a certain fellOw named 
Grasso the Carver, who keeps a shop at Santa Repa- 
rata. Now if this be so, you are much to blame 
fbr permitdng such a slight reverse of fortune to af- 
fect your mind. I have to entreat yon will dismìés 
these whims altogether &om your imagination, and 
attend to your busmess hlce other people. By to 
<loii>g) you will please your brotb»^ as weU as me, 
besides doing yourself the greatest service in the 
world ; fbr if you once let people su^ect it, they will 
never give you credit for being in your senses again. 
Then ronse yourself, be a man, and scorn to indulge 
such absurdities any longer." Grasso, hearing the 
kind and «icouraging way in which be spc^e, de- 
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cUi«d tbat he sUotild be ^sd to obejr him ù &r u 
lay in his power, beiog convinced that it itaa all meant 
tor his good ; and that from that hour he woidd qo 
longer imagine he was any one else but Matteo, as it 
Was dear he was not. There «aa one thing, bowerer, 
that he particularly' desired, which was, to have an 
interview, with the real Grasso, in order to set his 
mind quite at rest. " What then," said the priest, " I 
see it is still running in your head ; why do you wish 
to speak with Grasso ? It would only be indulging 
and proclaiming your folly," and he said so much that 
the poor man waa cont^t to abandon the idea. Thai 
leaving bim alone, the priest went to inform the tm>- 
thera of all that had passed, and shortly takii^ his 
leave, he returned to officiate at church. 

While the priest had been engaged with our hno, 
came Philip Brunelleaco, bringing with him a cer- 
tain beverage, which be handed to one of the two 
brothers, saying, " Take care that you g^ré him 
thia to drink while you are at supper, for it wiU 
throw-him into so sound a alomber, that you might 
beat bim to a n^pnmy, during six hours, before he 
would awake. So give it him, and I will return 
again about five, when we will &tÌBh die joke." Ac- 
cordingly the biotherr sat down to sup with our 
hero, and contrived to make him swaUorr ^.wbOli 
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'oi the mixture «rithout hU perceiving it. AfW sup- 
per, Grasso tuniecl towards tbe fire, and the potion . 
very soon began to operate in sucb a way, that Jie.was 
no longer able to keep his eyes open ;- when the bio^ 
there, not a little amused, said to him, " Why, Matteo, 
you are very dull ; you are almost asleep 1" "True," 
returned Grasso, " I think I never feft so sleepy, in . 
all my life ; had I never had a wink of sleep for this 
month past,- 1 could not feel worse. So pray let me 
go to bed." • And it was with some difficulty he was 
able to get there, and more especially to undress him- 
self, before he fell into a profound slumber, snoiing 
like a pig.' Philip, with three of his companions, 
then made, his appearance, and finding him fast asleep, 
had himlaid upon a litter, with all'his clothes,. and 
carried to his own house. No one being within^ bis 
mother not having yet returned from the. country, 
they laid bira gently upon his bed, and placed every 
thing exactly in .the.same order as usual. Next 
they took the kftya of his shop, which they found 
banging on a nail in the vrall, and going straight to 
the place, they took all the instrumentE of his trade 
th^ could find, and laid them in difièrent positions. 
Planes, saws,- hammers, rules, and hatchets, all' were 
turned awry, and confused in such sort, asiftwoity 
demons bad been puzzling their heads bow to .pro- 
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duce K> much dkorder. Thta shotdng up the shop 
■gain, duy nttond the keyi to the same place, ai^ 
redred te tharown hoiuea to rest. Grano continued 
Bunk in profbnad npoae the whole night) nor awoke 
■ntii after matina the next moning. Directly recog- 
niaing hia old ipot at Santa Reparata, be gued 
throogfa the window, and endearoored to collect hi* 
Btmfiued ihonghta. He felt the ntmoet aatoniah- 
nent at findhig himaelf in hia own honae, conaidering 
where be lay down the preceding evening. " The 
Lord hdp tne," he exclaimed aa he dreaaed hiniadC 
and took down the keya, proceeding widi all baate to 
inapeet hia shop. " The Lord help me, what a aigfat 
ja here I" he contimied, aa he bdield every thing oat 
of its ^ce, and begu the Hercnlean task of re^- 
juating his difiercnt artides in die manner he had left 
them. At thia moment arrived Mstteo'a hrotbets, 
who finiiing bioi thns biuity engaged, aSected not to 
know him, one of them saying, " good di^, mastn." 
Graaao tioniog round, and recognizing them, b^an 
to change eolour, replying, " Good day and good 
year, pray whom are you seeking?" - 1 will tell 
yoo," aaid the other. *' We h^^eo to have a bro- 
ther iriiose name is Matteo, who has latterly becoae 
a little odd, and got into his head that he is no longer 
the same Matteo, but the maater of this ■h<^ a man 
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of the name of Grasso. After givbg him the beat, ad- 
vice ne could, the prieat of our pwish, a very good< 
kind of person, tried to assist us in eradicating this 
foolish impressila from bis mind, and we believed that 
he was getting better, as he fell into a quiet slumber 
before we left him. But this morning we found that 
he had absconded : wbither he is fled we know not, 
and we came here to inquire." Grasso seemed quite 
confounded at this account, and turning towards 
them, said, " I know nothing of all this ; why disturb 
roe with your afikirs ? Matteo has never been here ; 
if he said he was I, he was guilty of a falsehood, and 
if I meet with him I intend to tell him so, and leant 
aether I am he, or he is I, before we part We are 
surely all bedevilled within this day or two ; why 
come to me with such a story ?" and with this he 
seised his cloak, and left them in great anger, closing 
bis shop, and proceeding towards Santa Reparata, 
complaining bitterly the whole way. The brothers 
also went oET, while our hero, stopping at the church, 
began to walk about in great wrath, until he hap- 
pened to be jomed by one of his companions, ft>r- 
fiierly his fellow labourer in the same trade of inlaid 
work, under Maestro Pellegrino, a native of Terma. 
This youtli had for some time been settled in Huo- 
gny, and managed his affairs so well, that he had re- 
V 2 
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turned to Florence, in order to obtain satàstance to ex- 
ecute the numerouB comtniwionfl hereceived. Ottea 
had' he tried to persuade Grasso to atuwmpany him 
bade, hj holding oat the prospect of hig acquiring 
grràt wealth ; and the moment our hero cast his eye« 
upon him, he resolved to avail himself of the ofibr. 
Hastening towards him, he said, " You have more 
than once aaked me to' go with you into Hungary, 
which I have Iiitherto refused ; but non, from soine 
particular circumstances, as well as a httle dispute 
with my mother, I shall be very happy to letnni with 
you. Yet if I am to go, it must be soon, as most 
probably before to-morrow it might be too lata." 
The young man received this proposal with great 
joy, and it was arranged that Grasso should immedi- 
ately proceed to Bologna, where he was to wait for 
his' companion. He accordiiigly hired a bors^ and 
set out for that city, having first left a letter for his 
modiCT, informing her of his departure, and desiring 
her to take possession of his property in Florence; 
The undertakings of the two fnenda in Hui^ary 
prospered so well, that they acquired connderable 
'fortunes, and Grasso more than once returned to his 
native place, aad diverted his friends by relating the 
mysterious adventure of his earlier years. 
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Thxeb fbnnerly resided in Desiga, a rich district of 
Provence, a man of considerable wealth, named Ra- 
nieri. Being wholly derated to traffic,, like inoit 
merchants, he spent a great part of hii time' in 
trmveJliDg from place to place, and had thus Boc- 
ceeded in realizing by his prudence a fortune, which 
he daily increased. In other matters, however, be 
displayed by no means the same discretion; for, 
though united to a very excellent and lovely woman, 
be had the weakness to attach himself to one of quite 
an opposite character, upon whom he bestowed a 
large portion of his wealth, while at the same tiine he 
displayed equal kindness and liberality towards his 
wife. The latter observing him one day preparing for 
a journey, and laying aside a variety of articles, in- 
tended as presents for his mistress, and being aware.at 
the some time that his simplicity of character was by 
no means qualified to cope with female arts, request- 
ed of him, with a very serious countenance, that he 
would have the goodness to bring her back a small 
purse filli of sense, which would give him very little 
trouble, as he was going to the fur of Tioyes, and 
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that even a sbgle pennyworth would be enougb. 
Thia ahe aaid, io the hope of awakening him, by a 
gentle hint, out of the amoroui lethargy in which he 
lay bound. But he, imagining that ahe alluded to 
■ome apeciea of herb, or medicine, failed to perceive 
her drift, and contented hiinaelf with aasuriog her 
that be would fulfil her wishes. 

Now aa be ventured not to set out without taking 
leave likewise of hts beloved ^abilia, (ao the other 
lady waa named,) she on her part entreated him to 
purchase for her a rich and beautiful mantle, and 
this also he undertook to do. On hia arrival, tbere- 
fbre, be proceeded to despatch his busineas, in or* 
der to attend to the commissions of the ladies, and 
ao aucces^Hd was he in his speculations, that a&a 
realizing more than he expected, he puidiased a 
variety of rich presents besides the mantle, and waa 
enabled to expedite his return. Aa he was on tbe 
point of setting out, he recollected the purse of 
sense, and inquired of one of his old correspondents 
on change where he was most likely to meet with 
it. The other being very much of the same leaven 
«a his friend, quite a matter-of-fact man, recom- 
mended him, in the same serious tone, to apply at 
an apothecary's slu^, believing it must be some kind 
of herb or spice brought from the Levant. The 
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apothecary, iridi ss much sim^idty » hù customer, 
asiared him that be h«d none, and referred him to 
an old Spuiiah «diemist, a little better acqnainted 
with the rare prednction of vhich he was in want. 
Though this tradesman resided at some distance, 
Bameri, with a proper regard for his wife's wishe*, 
peisevered in hta afqdication, and begged to know 
whether he sold ray of this rare article, or bad any 
portion of it to spare. The good man, surprised 
at this singular demand, began to suspect that thrae 
must be some deception in the ease, if indeed Ra- 
nieri himself did not wish to make a fool of him. 
" There is mischief here," be said to himself, as he 
began to question our hero more particularly on the 
point, until be srtiulty extracted from' him a Iwig 
account of himself and of his fair, discreet young 
wile, who had desired him to purchase a liNle sraue, 
while he learned that articles of a very different 
kind had been purchased for the other lady. Upon 
Ibis account, being a sensible, humane man, and 
■eoing bow the a&ir stood, he b^an to vend him 
. a little of the article he so much wanted, m the 
shape of some good advice upon the subject. He 
deseribed iu pretty livdy colours the fiidly and in- 
juBtkie of wbicb he bad been guilty, in preferring a 
vile mercenary creature to the gentle aSectioiu of 
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IO kind, so judidotw; and lovd^ & wife ; sacrificing 
• her peace «nd happoess for the sake of a blind and 
illicit passion foi another. " And if you wisli," ct»- 
tinued the kind ddman, " to experience the truth 
of all I have said, only consent to put to the trial 
theii.respectire affection and regard for you,- whidi 
I nncerely advise all such infatuated men to do, and 
you will soon find which of the two will remain most 
loyal and faithful to your love." 
. Ranieri, who had listened very attentively to the 
old gentleman's discourse, without once- interrupting 
\fimi or teitiQnng the slightest ofiènce, for the first 
time began to consider the matter seriously, and to 
feel impressed with the truth of what he had . heard. 
So taking the good sense offered him hy the «Jd^pa- 
niaid in good part, he professed himself ready to fbl' 
low his advice, would he only point out in what way 
he could satisfy biftiself as to the different d^rees of 
afiTectioa entertained by the wife and the tms*tiiess; 
indeed, nodiing would please him better than to pnt 
their tempers to the proof. ' " There can be no diffi- 
culty," continued the good Spaniard, " in ascertain- 
ing this ; only despoil yourself of your gentlemanly 
atfire, assume a; very plain, poor dress,- and send 
before you tidings of your complete downM in the 
world;" (!' Heaven tbrbidlV cried, the poor mercfaaiit, 



edbvCoOglc 



ANONmOUB ACTBOBS. 32V 

horrified at the idea,) "then," continued the old man, 
smiling, " follow them yourself, soon ailerwards on 
fooL In this plight, visit the respective boases of 
the ladies in question, and I think I tnay give you 
permission to take up youi residence at that which, 
of the two, receives you the most kindly and h(»pi- 
tably; but never, if you value your own happiness, 
.viait (be other again." Perceiving, the kind, and ju- 
dicious nature, of this advice, Ranieri proiniséd to 
obey : he instantly proceeded to the execution of his 
^an, and instructed his'attoKilaiits as to all that was 
necessary for its completion. Setting off alone,' he 
arrived in his poor habiliments, about sunset, in his 
own district: and apparently overwhelmed vnth grief 
and shame, as if he had barely escaped*with hfe, he 
knocked, at the. door of bis adored Mabilia. It so 
happened that the lady, being close at band, came 
heriielf to let him in ; upon which' in a most alarmed 
and piteous tone, Ranieri entreated her to grant him 
an asylum in her house from the rage of his angry 
creditors, who would not be long in overtaking him. 
For some time the interested wretch was at a h>ss to 
- recognize her lover in his poor garb,. and stood as if 
doubtful what to think. At length, beholding' hhn 
in ,so destitute a. condition, and hearing the iatal 
.tidings of his losses- aa: it. were confirmed, she at once 
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MMuned ft bold ind anogmt tone, inqniied who he 
wu, and what be did there, and afibcted complete ig- 
norance of there bnng nich a person in the worU. 
At the same time she shut the door in his face, and 
went mnrmuring away. Such was the suddrai shock 
to the fedings of the poor merchant, that it was with 
difficulty he restrained his rage : be left the ^aoe, 
heaping upon her all the reproachful epithets that she 
so wdl deserved. With sensations it is impossible to 
describe, he next proceeded towards bis own honae, 
wfailber tbe report of his min bad already preceded 
him : but tbe momoit tbe door c^ned, he felt him- 
self endrded in the arms of bis wife, who mingling 
conaolations with her tears, conducted bim into bis 
room, whne she had prepared every thing for bis 
reception likely to alleriate bis woes. Such, indeed, 
was the sweetness and kindness of ber numner, that 
the delight be now f^t amply repaid him for the 
disquiet and pain which tbe opposite conduct of his 
mistress had exdted in him. Accordingly he found 
himself as the good Spaniard bad predicted, one of 
àie b^piest men in the world, and erer afbrwards 
apiweciated, as ihey deserved, the charms and virtnes 
o( bis noble consort. Nor did Im affection, con- 
rage, and devotion stop here ; for believing that die 
whole of her husband's fortone wat loot, she gene- 
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looaly brought her private allowance, her jewels, and 
odier omaipentB, in order to supply his more imme- 
diate wants. For he, denroua of ascertuning^ ex- 
tent of her attadment to him, continued to feign Ùie 
utmost difficulty, in what way to escape the ven- 
geance of his creditors, and incessantly lamented the 
bitter &te that awaited him. His nable-minded con- 
sort, unable to witness his unhappiness, made over to 
him, without hesitation, a very considerable fortune, 
kft to her by one of her relations. " Take it, take 
it all, my dear Ranieri, if it can be of the least service 
in protecting you from the severity of the law : only 
let me behold you a little easier and happier in your 
mind. Let us recollect that fortune comes and goes; 
tlMt ' riches make themselves wings, and fly aw^ ;' " 
and in this manner she would invite him to take 
heart, and induce him, by every means in her power, 
to partake of refreshment and repose. When these 
however, appeared to fail of their efiect, she, for the 
first time, began to indidge her grief, declaring diat 
she would rather die than witness his continual sor- 
row and lamentation ; and vrith this she burst into a 
flood of tears. No longer proof against this last 
appeal, her deligUted husband, soothing and caress- 
ing her in the most afiec6(Hiate manner, acquainted 
her with the real circumstances of the case, and as- 
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Bured her that he was &x more wealdiy than he had 
£Ter before been. While he wai yet spttlàog, and a 
jcrowd of incensed crediton besieged his door, there 
.came tidings of the arrival of waggon loads of goods, 
.with merchandise of every description, purchased with 
.die immense profits he had realised in his last sales ; 
a sight which, delightful a» it was to his creditors, wis 
mipassed by the pure and exquisite pleasure felt by 
his wife, who saw herself thus unexpectedly restored 
io affluence, and to the undivided aflfection and esteem 
of her i^tentant husband. 
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Ddriko the late pettilence, which occurred io the ' 
year 1430, having occasian, on account Df my own 
a£&ira, to sta;^ some time in Florence, it happened 
that I, one day, met several of my friends at the lodge 
of the Buondebnonti. Among othera were Piero- 
Vioiziano, and Giovannozzo Pitti, whom I - found 
complaining of die intense heat of the weather, un-' 
der the viaitation of a fierce July sun, and touching, 
Mnong other occurrences, upon the recent mortality 
cansed by the plague. 

I think, it was M, Gnccio de' Nobili, who firn 
bioke in upon this unpleasant portion of our snbject,- 
by observing : " Pray let ua leave the dead to bury 
their dead, and the doctors to their sick, but let us, 
who are yet sound and hearty, try to keep ourselves 
so, by being in good humonr, and enjoying oursdves 
as long as we can. If you are wise enough to fol- 
low my otample, you shall have no reason to com- 
|dain of the dulnesa and («diousmes* of the day: there 
is nothtBg equal to a good feast and a good laugh 
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tat keeping a,mj infection I" We all declaied upon 
thic, that he abonld lead the wtcy, and we would 
abide by his direction ; when he immediatdy rase, 
declaiing we miut first leek some place rather more 
airy, and taking an arm of Pitti, and another of 
ViniaiaDO, be invited lu to follow him as far as 
Prate Vecchio. We thence proceeded, in high ^ee, 
to the pleasant gardou of tbe Htti, where we shel- 
tend ouradvea under the embowering arch of Tine 
and jetsamÌDe, watered by a fine cool ipring, wbei« 
Oiovaimosso provided a table of fruits and wines, of 
alnuMt every kind, and ia the highest perfection. 
After having partaken of these wfib no little seat and 
perseverance, our friend Viniaiano, with one of his 
humorous introductions, commenced the story <^ 
Donna Lisetta, whom, as well as her lover, he, beii^; 
an admirable mimic, took offso completely to the liffe, 
that we had some difficulty in preventiug ourselves 
ftom dying with laughter. 

Iiioncino was the first to recover himself, and turn- 
ing towatds Piero with a look of mock defisnce; 
" Now is the time come, Piero," he cried, " that our 
long dispute must be settled. I am rescdved to 
know which of us two is to be esteemed henc^ - 
fimh the best novelist. Our noble friends here shall 
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decide which must for the iiituTe call the other 
muter, wbai he begitu to tell ■ good story." To 
thii his friend Piero having consented, the challengei 
smoothed faia whiskers, and having swallowed an' in- 
■piring glass, he forthwith began : " If I mistake 
not, you are all pretty well acquainted with a certain 
Bianco Al&ni, the same who is generally known from 
all other men by the diminutive epithet of lad, re- 
sembling one in every point, though he is really above 
for^ years of age. Although he gives himself cre- 
dit for extraordinary ability, his shtewdnesi and wit 
are merely such as are compatible with his boyish 
ajqieaiance, but by no means indicative of the sense 
and serionaness of forty. Such as be is, however* 
be was thought equal to the appointment of watch- 
ing over the safety of debtors, among whom, by re- 
deeming some of the poorer sort, and other meanv 
he realised something handsome. 

But hang of a tociable disposition, more espedally 
with the ladies, he socw ccmtrived to diiiipate the 
greatest part of it ; and yon shall hear the yarj inr 
geniouB way in which he disposed of the remund». 
He was frequently in the habit last year, of appear- 
ing about the new market, where, at a fiunoua eat- 
ing house, he was proud ta enterttun a number of 
young fdloWB, not quite so limple as himself, who 
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flocked Cogetho*, like- birds & pairing time, to pick 
up tbe best helpmate they could find. Nor waa it the 
least part of their feast to listen to the vain boastings 
and complacent absurditiea uttered by the simide host. 
Now it happened that a few friàids and I came one 
eTHiing to sup in the same house, where he was en- 
tertaining one of his usual parties, and we had the 
advantage of hearing, through our vicinity to them, 
the whole of their abaurd and humorous discourse. 
But the worthy hpst far surpassed the most lidiculous 
of his guests in the folly of his remarks ; and when 
we had heard quite as mtlch as we wished, my friend 
Niccolo Tinned declared, that good as it was, it was, 
nerertbdess, no way to-be compared with the still 
moie ridiculous {nw>& of aimplicity he had at other 
times given. You must know that this ' eccentric 
genius, having occasion not long ago to visit Norm, ■ 
obtained an introduction to my noble friend) Gio- 
vanni di Santi, who resides there ; and repeating his 
visita' on somewhat too familiar a footing, as l eà- 
dóm entered my firiend's house, without finding him 
there before me, Giovanni at length became almost 
weary of hìs strange and wild vagaries, which he hu- 
moured with infinite skiU, to the admiration of all.his 
guests. In order sometimes to get rid of hb com- 
pany, my friend contrived to employ him in some 
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little aHDmiauoDs ; observing, for inatance, " Now 
pntjr inquire into that business, my dear Bianco, and 
let me have an early answer, and you may depend 
upon it, I will make it worth your while, for I see 
you are not one of tliat stamp to remun long quiet 
witbout meeting witb . promotion in the world !" — 
.^' And what promotion am I likely to get among you 
people of Norcia?" replied our hero, " Do you think 
I do not know your tricks T" — " Know what you will," 
rejoined Giovanni, "but there are some of us who 
have sworn to leave no stone unturned to have you 
elected our mayor, the mayor of Norcia ; I think 
this would not sound amiss, my Bianco?" — "It 
would be something to be sure," returned the latter ; 
" and to say the least of it, I think I could carry the 
mace as well as you carry that walking stick."-T- 
" Very good, Bianco," said my friend, " and we shall 
soon. put you to the proof." — " So much the better ; 
you may do it now, if you please," cried Bianco, with 
a very important face, as he hastened to discharge 
my friend's commission. He had no sooner turned 
his back, than Giovanni, addressing me witb a laugh, 
" Well, signor, what do you think of him 1 ■ Did you 
ever see a more heavy and conceited ass in your life ? 
Though you see he gives himself credit &r an extra- 
ordinary degree of shrewdness, he cannot help he- 
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tieving be il to become our mayor at the nest elec- 
tion: yet be b scarcely fit to be a conMable of the 
borough. Blockhead as he is, however, I wiS con- 
trire to make him useiiil to me in my al^ta, Otttec- 
ing him vith the hope of his mayoralty, while at the 
lame time 1 amuse myself with bis extravaganciea.'*' 
When the time of liis departure from our cilT^ar- 
rivedi Giovanni, having already made him neariy 
frantic with expectations of the chief magistracy, es^ 
corted him with much mock respect, along widi a 
few other friends, who were in the secret, several 
miles, as far as Bagno a Ripoli, and there they took 
a solemn leave of him, bidding bim be of good cheer, 
for that they were resolved to go through with the 
business, and prove their seal in his service; Onr 
hero returned thanks with a very complacent and ce^ 
retnonious air, not in the least questioning the truth 
of what was said ; and we then measured our way 
back to the dty. The next step proposed was to 
prepare a letter, as if coming from our friend, Gio^ 
vanni, inviting him to atand candidate at the ensnii^ 
election, when he would infallibly be guilty of a 
thousand fresh absurdities on the occasion. " There 
is not tbe slightest doubt of that," exdaimed Messer 
Niccolo. " Then the sooner we have them the bet- 
ter," rqoined Mester Antonio, " and my acqnaiht- 
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snoewidi the Nofdan dialebo^'eOlide^me to tks 
eoi^ioslitkm of this pncioiis Socutnent." In &cti 
thff'BéSEt BiDRtviglie produced' it read jr cut Hid-dr^ 
ukbmiKfa that anyone-would bare awon^ &oni -ite 
phnsotlogy, that it could hare been writtentw vkere 
bui at Norcia. The tentw of it Ttat thu»: " H» 
question of your etectim to the aupFSme màfùtacy 
would nov appear to be placed bey<Mid a doàbt; aa a 
eeKiin friend of great influence with <^ couocQ'lml 
recently declared in your favour." Thia document 
mar^larly copied and signed by a roguith notavy, 
lUid'ferthmith deapatched to Ha deatiòttion^ . It-wa> 
ddivered by the measenger into Bianeo't.'handa^ wiA 
a'profuaion'crf' complimenta and cffemomeaiandaftèt 
li^éited perusals, hetook the bearer of it cannednsly 
bythe hand, and'invited him initosnppei. Tbetifea>- 
aaigiet then answered ^inquiries taour beco'aùlii^ 
taction, bating been well tutored by Gfova^^to.tte 
taak^wfòre setting ouL 

i.The-eniniing dayhe returned iii triun^hwith.'tbe 
eipeeted answeri v^idi Niccolo read aloud to- ui 
with a Tery'lnisTDesr-Uke-airt and mudi mixlk'BDlen» 
nity. It was just whafwe cotdd-'lniv<e wiriiedV h* 
ai«qited'tte[^uoinimtion,. returning tbui* ;.tó^the 
good burgesses for this ■giefiSgiag'fiTOof of; tfa& m 
■géià: l^ò-trimesatbetprogreMof 'hia-MtttHSgance, 
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we next reaolred to aend a deputation of gentlemen 
to wait upon him at the public prÌBon, nhere he offi- 
ciated as a sort of contractor with the poorer debtors^ 
for their ransom, at a certain exorbitant intereat. We 
found him treating with them for tertns in a most 
ludicrous manner, interrupting himself at every oAer 
word, with a triumphant assurance that he. should 
Ihortlf be altogether treed from their impettinent so- 
licitations, and obstinate folly. " Away," he cried, 
" in the course of another month, we shall .see whe- 
ther I am somebody or no." And this was followed 
by .such a medley of similar expressions, that, finding 
him mnch worse than we had expected, ne agreed 
that there could be do hazard in advaneing boldly 
to the point. For this purpose we indited airesh 
epistle, still iff the name of the said Giovamii, and 
further despatched by the hand of the same courier, 
contaibing the actual tidings of his election, and 
stating that a more formal annunciation of the whole 
a&ir would speedily foflow. Until that dme, it al- 
Inded to the propriegr of keeping the matter, secret, 
as it ought to be most formally announced both to the 
pul^c and his fiuuQiac friends. 
' . This .soon brought a still more glorious answa 
than before, so complete a specimen, indeed, of the 
burlesque, diat we resolved to put a finish to &e 
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■cheme. The mock electiaii took place at the house 
of Ser Niccolo, the votes were reguUity entered, and 
lie ' great corporation sea) attached to the letter, 
fligned by the common- council, amiouncing the offl- 
dal intelligence of our hero's election. The courier 
waa then commisaioned to repair to the new magia- 
tate and request him to hold himself in readinesa 
at Pergi^ three miles from Norcia, on the 24th 
day of July, where he was to wait the arrival of the 
colours, the dresses, and all the "pomp and cir- 
cumstance" of election. This duty the courier dis- 
charged in the best style possible, for, pulling off 
his hat, streaming with ribbons, with his face full 
of happy news, he delivered the great seal with the 
most reverential air, wishing the new magistrate 
joy at a humble distance. Having perused it for a 
full hour, he began to give vent to his overcharged' 
feelings by a thousand ridiculous acts and g^tures. 
He presented the courier with a handsome sum, 
with the promise of a further reward when he took 
die magisterial chair at Norcia. He then hastened 
back to a party with whom he had supped as usual, 
and bursting upon them, not far from the spot 
where we stood to enjoy the scene, he exclaimed in 
a hurried manner, " Well, gentlemen, the time is 
at length come, when you are to know the extent of 
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nj inflnOMC udr^NitaliaD in the woild." "Whfi 
whtt bwlwppened," inqakcd hi» compuiioaB, "bave 
yen kemrd way thiit^ nev I" " I am incliaed to 
Hank this il new," ivtunied our hero, duplaying the 
credenti^ of hia election ; " if this does not lie, 
we ahall soon ace trhether I know how to owTf » 
Maffof office ai well as my predeceasoiB. The tratj^ 
ia, gentlemen, I have jiut been elected maycw of 
Norcia ;" and this he tried to oonfinn by a thousand 
extravagancies, occasioned by the contradictions mU) 
frtiich they purposely provoked biro. TheD, in a 
TÌolaot heat, approaching the place where we atood, 
he took Scr Niccolo to witness whether our Iriend 
Giovanni had not promised, and obtained for him 
&e high situation he alluded to. " Faith, I b^ier^ 
it must be so," cried Ser Niccolo, as be pra^jse^ the 
letter, " be only tells ymi the truth, my good fellows, 
and if you are wise, you will bestow upon a man of 
his infiuence and importance every attention in yo^ 
power." The whole company then vied with each 
ether in doing honour to him, entreating tliat they 
might be admitted aa- put of bis eecofl, when he 
ahonld Kt out to enteron his new o^ce. So our hero 
deputed home to make suitable preparation and 
thenealled on all his acqu^tance, with the great seal 
always in Us hand, obaerving, ha came to take leave, 
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aa be was shùtùy about to enter upoa a new career. 
Great were the doubts and controveraies which arose 
ami'Bg his fiiends in Florence on hearing these ti- 
diM^ ; but when they discovered him actually en- 
gaged in preparing steeds and colours for his retinue, 
tbejr almost began to give credit, against the evi- 
dence of their better judgment) to the truth of his 
statements. 

Finding that hia ready money waa scarcely equal 
to the magnificence of his ideas, our hero turned his 
thoughts to the sale of some property situated near 
the church of St Mark, which a certain notary had 
long been desiroua of purchasing. In order to ob- 
tain it on more easy terms, the notary began to 
flatter him with his splendid preparations and mag- 
nificent prospects, observing, that he emulated the 
noblest of his ancestors ; the house of Alfani hating 
always distinguished itself for its liberality in its 
public exhibitions and offices. " And since it l'ili be 
an accommodation to you in your new afiairs, I shall 
be prood to ofier you what I once mentioned, though, 
should any of your other friends be enabled to give 
you more, you had, perhaps, better not think of my 
proposaL" But our hero immediately jumped at this 
ofier, and forthwith received an order on the bank of 
l^u MaiteHiui for the amount agreed upon. The 
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whole -of this wu speedily employed in completila 
hiB outfit OD this Bolenm occaaion, haviog topro' 
Tide, according to the tenor of his instructions, ao less 
than a judge, a knight, and a notary, to accompany 
his retinue. Before setting out, applications for minor, 
offices flowed in upon him on all sides, and he made 
various promises to bis friends, how handsome^ be 
would take care to provide for them. 

On tbe appointed day he accordingly set forward, 
the mock constables and other officers preceding him 
with their staves, while the cavalcade, with our hero 
at their head, followed, with colours spread and Crum- 
pets sounding as they proceeded slowly and solemnly 
along. They first took tbe road towards ArezEo,- 
and from thence to CastigUooe, to Cortona, -and to 
Perugia ; at all of which places they visited the chief 
magistrates, to their infinite surprise and per^ted^. 
Doubtful in what way to act, tbey nevertheless be- 
lieved it wonid he the safest plan to shew every pro- 
per attention and respect to their countrymen. Leav- 
ing Perugia, they next arrived at Pergola, exactly. on 
tbe 24th day of the month, as had been stipulated for 
by his firiend Giovanni in the credentials. . Alighting 
at Uie hotel, the host, Lnearly overwhelmed with .the 
sense of the honour received, lavished abundance of 
ceremony and respect upon bis new guests ; but reco- 
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Tcring hìmielf g Iktle in the course of the erening, he 
ventured to inquire, w^t was the-govemor's destjoo- 
tion, as he doubted not, from the magnificence of his 
preparatioiu, he muW be proceeding upon some high 
destination. Bianco, happeoiog lo overhear this in- 
quiry, instantly answered for himself, that he was 
about to assume tbe chief magistracy of Norcia- The 
good host, upon this, testified the utmost surprise, 
and shortlj again inquired of one of the attendants 
whether they meant to jest with him ! " The chief 
magistrate of Norcia," he continued, " is a noUe 
Roman gentleman, elected not more than a fortnight 
ago." " What is that the man mutters there ?" ex- 
dauned oui hero ; " the simpleton is perhaps talking 
of the governor, for, as matters at present stand, here 
il the mayor ;"-ai)d he grew'several inches taller in a - 
moment. And in order to avoid further discussion, 
he commanded the great seal, with hJa credentials, to 
be handed to the unbelieving host. With a thousiUid 
apologies for Ms boldness, be returned the document, 
expressing himself perfectly satiiffied of its truth, 
though he shrugged up his shoulders aa be exclaim- 
ed, " I almost begui to think I see double ; the idea 
of two magistrates has confused me strangely, andj 
perhaps, the best way of recovering myself will be to 
attend to supper." In great glee at having thus dis- 
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oon^ttd ^ poor ludk^ BiaDco^ turniag round to 
hw Offieen, obaerrod ; " Xben gotm a wjae bead ! tie 
hM dnuA tHl be hn cooiiiBed tbe dhtinctioB jn his 
own mindL b etwe o n a goveraor and a loud mayor." 

But the inquiaitiTe host, still unntiified on tbe 
■ubject, bad no Moner mred up tapper, than, leav- 
ùg hia nqibew in charge, he mounted a fine blopd 
man, and proceeded poet to Norcia, where alighting 
at a& old frimd'e house, not quite sure whether he 
waa out of hie wits w do, be eadaimed, in a tone of 
anxia^ " There has the oddest thing in the world 
h^^ened to me to-n^t I" and he {woceeded to rdate 
what had occurred. Tbe «ther, bunting into a loud 
lav^h^ inquired whether be had really ridden the whole 
of tha way to learn a &cc which be was acquainted 
with before he set out. " You know as well as I do, 
you wise-acre, that tìte mayor wu elected the eighth 
of the month. The man is merely making a £xi of 
you, unksB be baj^ens to be a greater fimi than 
younelf." - But bow, in the name of all tbe sainb, 
icantbatbe^" retorted tbe hos^ "when I read a true 
aeooimt of bis election ?" Thus conversing, tbey 
walked towuds the piazsa, where a number of citi- 
sen< shortly collecting together, tbey proceeded to 
paia dieir «pinioos on tbe matter. Great was the 
pNplexity «id wonder of all ; and by all he was 
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ttdvÌMd to n&xAe ^bù to the corod^ratìon «f àie 
couocS, «oconipiiiued hy them, u vouchers to. die 
Unith of hh natement. Frerii embarraasmeot hei« 
«rose aintHig the membcn of the council, and aAex 
vaìnijr puzzling their .heads to divine the motives of 
tJiis strange proceeding, they came to the detenaJBa- 
tioa of despatdiing their pretidmt to aacertm the 
meaning of it. The latter, then, accompanied the 
boat back, and still gueasing a&d puzzUag thefoaelre* 
(be whole wajr, thej arrived in haste at the hotels uu| 
ctillJDg for hghts, they sent ia word to our fnend 
Bitmco, that the preaidoit of the council of Norcia 
requested an in^^iew with him. Bdieving it to be 
a deputadon to welconte him on his approach, oar 
b^o ordered him to be udiered in. Having moved 
to each other with no little ceremony, Bianco, tun- 
ing round up<»i the landlord, observed with mnch 
self-coin[dscency, *' Do yoii think you can now re- 
collect the time when the new mayor was elected V 
" I fear you wiU begin to doubt as much aa myself, 
signor, very soon," was die good host's reply. Tlie 
president had some difficulty in restraining his mirth 
tx. this novel scene, but tryiag to put the moot wrious 
Jkce upon it hexould, be thus proeeed«d to address 
ourbeio: " The membsn of die city council, hear- 
ing of your arrival, sigaor, have oommisaioned me to 



edbvCoOglc 



34£i AKOttTUOUB AVTH0B8. 

inform you, that tbe; cannot but testify the utntoat 
RUTprise at your [tretawkHU to the magistiacy of 
Norcia, the present mayor having been duly doited 
on the eighth day of this month, to thè office he now 
enjoys. Tbey would willingly, therefore, be made 
acquainted with the motives of tbia strange proceed- 
ing on your part, for which they can in no way ac- 

Such was the astonishment of our hero, on hear- 
ing ihese words, that it was with the utmost difficulty 
he stood the shock, as he inquired, in a scarcely au- 
dible voice, whether it was customary to elect two 
mayors at Norcia ? The president replying in the ne- 
gative, our disappointed friend imagined that be had 
been solemnly duped by the good people of Norcia, 
whom alone be believed capable of such a trick ; bis 
surprise and grief were suddenly converted into the 
fiercest anger and impatience ; and handing the pre- 
sident the various letters he had received upon the 
subject, he inveighed bitterly against the coundl for 
refusing to sanction his claims, adding, " If theae 
letters do not lie, t sball yet live to be mayor of 
Norcia. Should itindeed turn out that I have been 
bubbled either by the people of Noiciai or any other 
people, I will soon let Uiem know where I come from, 
and who I am, and diey shall -pay pretty dearly for 
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their impettiaence ; thejr shall leam it is no i«it,^and 
that the Florentines are a very different class of men 
from some whom they have to deal ifith. What, Mr. 
President, do jrou take us for mountaineers? Thii& 
you, we shall put up with your skits and insults as 
they do f we who have worsted the duke of Milan, to 
say nothing of others, who have longer claws than the 
people of Norcia. What will my fellow-citizeas say, 
thiidc you, when they learn that you invited me hither 
to preside over yonr councils, and then elected another 
ÌÙ my place ? Suppose I had not come early enough, 
what, in the devil's name, would they have done then?" 
The president, heginning to be afraid he might actu- 
ally become frantic in his presence, attempted varii 
ous means to pacify faim, and proposed to put off the 
discussion of the case to another time, obserring that 
he would in die mean while acquaint die council with 
the state of the afikir ; and then retreating behind 
the host, he mounted his horse as quick as possible, 
and hastaied home. 

He informed the members . that he was not yet 
enabled to throw much lig^t on the strange business 
they had in hand, owing to the eccentric language 
and conduct of the party concerned ; and diat k 
mig^t, perhaps, be the most satislkctory way to sum- 
mon him before the council. Having lesolved to 
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ìAt Salata pnieecdingi fi» a little wtaié, Acy 
Igtnwd dut OUT bere wh in deep eonstdtatìoii frith 
hia-Booek offioen and odier wa^ih frieodo, in vhat 
my U> prooeedt laying the nbole blome on llie people 
of Nenia, who h»d beai ioatigated by the der^ u 
Ibe iiAnal act of ioviiing him to beootne na^Wr 
aaà riffiring another in hit plaee. ■ Wearied mtt 
diipstMiaB a&d perplen^, ali partica-at Iraigth, re- 
tini to' reali though out hero ooukL Mtatdy «loae 
hi* qv^viór thinking' of the dilemma in which he 
waa^«r-ifht«kpt,Jie only dreamed «ad and Texatàow 
djMBHi Ile.nejuiiaoRiU^fae reamaedbb jbnnier 
to>tlie aeat' «f nugiatracy) vrbece crowds of pet^ 
«eie floBected to witnesa the nord aight, tbearriT^ 
of Sfeoond mayor. But the proceation wee aone- 
what too .litgnbriooa, at onr bera'e retinue haid ^kn 
Bidljr aw^r, and. be proeeeded rather Ijtte h #h^pc4 
enninat thaa a jiwlge, han^g down bla head, aad 
WVj"g ■" erety direction but tberight one. In thb 
way he alighted at the council hall, anaeiineed hi* 
atrivid, ^ at the-isqueatof ijiecouneil, ^entered the 
a n di e i we ^Toon^ and took a seat near theok Bung 
«Bfttd:.9pOll:taexpUia bif bwiaaaa, he roeeji^ a»lie 
ll»d.bP<S'.flo ng" M» ÌM' Cd to-àoby the paeoda-judge 
wtff . Mflwnpypfj Mtth «d addie«8ed^tk»'(»iiaeil 
W Sdimm VJd^ lor^- «B^-gOMlenaB, ilfsW lOOV 
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kbour thie» nKHitlu man 009 o£ yoOD tsmumoiy a 
OEsrttun GioTsimi di Santi, invited me to besoma s- 
camdiiat^ md aotuBll; secoied nqr dectùat foe die 
éiù^vai^enKy af yaui àiy. I bqoii after neòred 
iaceìligéni» di tbu erstU, n. ynu trill pnoei'm by 
tbaae lémn under youc atra Matti anà- tiaìL De- 
ÙTOua »f «uUatiag'tlis example of my ancettors^ in 
filili^ the'mott honoarable office*, aa I have bem 
Btfinmed 'àief did, I seacdvsd to tdce upon mjself 
die iKtcdeii of dndea. and honoun I ÙBUìiied yoti 
had prepued tot me. Far this puqKwe 1 made tbe 
meet epleadid preparatioiu, according to tibe usual 
ciu^<Hn, to enter upon my new dignity in a becoming 
manner, attended by a retinue which it required many 
jnmdted crowns to equip, ai. you may well imagine. 
What WHS: my anrprise, what my indignation, thei, 
to leuia &om the. mattar . of an hotel , Ae stnagc 
newBr BOOR aflar confitmed by your om prendaut, 
tfau yoa had elected another officer in- my plaoe! I 
am- grieved to dayi that anch a proceeding is scarcely 
compttibU with, the honour, and fidelity to be ex- 
pected- from- a community.' like youn. Neither Ì> it 
^ifedila to the alliaiwe at presrat subsisting' he- 
tweea the Flor<aitiaie> and your own city ; not bave 
yov. anyott perhi^ Ainh, inquBed upon one «f ple- 
boaa rank! no,, gentlemen ; yon «411 be shocked, 
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when I declare thst you hare attempted ta cut a 
slur upon the fair usme of one of the re^fectabU 
members of the honour^e bouse of Alfani ; a bbuae, 
g^entlemeu, the'most ancient and grand of our whole 
city; iiuoinucb.that you may justly dreadthe ven^ 
geance of heaven, which will not fail to overtake-you. 
Yet, perhaps, if you will be prevailed upon to aot a 
ùix and honourable part, to dismtsa your present ma- 
gistrate, and place me in his seat, to heal the wooads 
my reputation lias suffered, and reimburse me for 
my various expenses, I and my house may probably 
.be induced to bury in oblivioii what has already 
past. Thus, gentlemen, and thus only will you pn>- 
peily consult mine and your own honour ; for here I 
hold the document received from the hands of your 
deputation : are you prepared to put in force its'ar- 
ticlesi" Strangely bewildered by this spedmai of 
the mad oratory of our hero, the whole councD rose, 
somewhat anxious for their personal security, while 
the president proceeded to answer his complaint in 
the most mild and soothing terms be could select for 
the purpose : " May it please you, most lof^ and 
-fiouriabing branch of the ncdile stock, of the'v^y ho- 
' nouraUe house of Al&ni, may it please you to ddgs 
In retire for a few moments, while our council ^o- 
■óeeàa to debate the important question you tiave just 
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Uìd bdbre us." Our lieio then retini^, with no 
little ceremony cai both sidea, the good comnaon- 
conncQ men proceeded to examine, with anxicn» 
brows, the nature of the documents just submitted to 
dieir notice. What was their Burprise and mirth at 
beholding this wretched forgery, a false copy of their 
own forms and ceremonies of election ; but written 
neither by the hand of their president, nor sealed 
with their corporate seal. The judge, the knight, 
the men at arms, were all of the wicked Giovanni's 
own creation. Upon this the members unanimously 
declared our poor hero to have been solemnly bur- 
lesqued, in the true style of the mock heroic ; and 
having indulged their mirth for some time, and com- 
manded several constables to be in wuting in case of 
need, they ventured, to recai the ex-mayor, to give 
him his dismissal. On his appearance,- the president 
again addressed him : " Most noble sir, the sitting 
council has commissioned me to express the deepest 
concern on discovering the gross imposition which 
has been practised upon you, in forging the pSpers 
which you have here submitted to their perusal. 
There never, 1 am sorry to observe, was the least 
idea entertained of inviting you to take upon your- 
self the duties of our magistracy, neither are the pa- 
pers s^led with our seal, nor written in the form of 
VOL. jn. 3 A 
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our ekctìoM. Uoderatanding you àke spaatg finm 
an vfeiait axà noble &inily, our council ■mc^dj' 
eoaiótea with you od the lou dtber of repntatioti or 
of property wìàeh you may poRubly incur, thnongt) 
the tcandatoiiB and unprovoked treatment you ione 
receired. We wirfi it were in our pow^ to parevénl 
your nifièring in ^tfaer, no lea out of r^rard to your 
own person, than to Ae city to whidi you betoitiir. 
But we Are Borry to have to state, that we have MX 
at pnaent a single office vacant, with which' we afao^ ' 
Otherwise be moat bappy to prepAit yoii. fJoder 
theae cimtmataBcea we. would pesonu'toxdria^'^fiiir 
iha conatalilefl «Mie now at band) " thar yeai abotdd, 
aa socm as poasiUe, thakk of recnniing to your' own 
borne ; and cóaaoldng, as &r aa poanUe, ydur own 
repntation, wbidi eamiót but aaSar by prdk>ngBig 
the discusaioa of this affiur, do longi» give yòàndf 
Any uneaaineia at wiiat baa passed." On bearing t^ 
terminatioo of this address, so oontnry to bis anbi* 
tious views, our unhappy hero speared quite tbutr- 
dentruck ; it was so heavy a blow, Aat k totally 
upaet the arrogance and extravagance he had fop- 
merlysboon. " My good lords and gsn^emea;'' be 
«G^Vmed, with the tears starting into ìàt eya, " I 
b^n' to fear Ihave been sadlyovamaditd; iMaM 
by dwt arrant knave and Raita- Gièrmutàdi Sìb^ 
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as a -relvn Coi the good Mrvices I rendo^d him in 
Piorree. Behold I I have here letters under his 
own hand ; tend for him, pray send for him direcdy, 
and tint compe] him to make me compeoBation tar 
all my losiei, for as to the rest of the iojury, I think) 
with the help of my friends and brothers, he will 
never be inclined to repeat the joke." " Only con- 
vict hmi of it," replied the president, " and we will 
takfr care that he make you most ample reparatùm, 
berides giving him such chastisement as shall leave 
you little trouble in the way of taking revenge." 
The n^e was accordingly amnmooed, a crowd of 
ritiseiu fbllowtng, inquisitive to learn the new ma- 
gistrate's fate. When he met his friend Bianco. face 
to foce, he testified the greatest surpiite, as if he 
were shacked on beholding him there ; and when the 
cause of his arrest was explained, with a very sharp 
inqoiry into the motivesof so shameful an imposition' 
the prisoner only expressed still greater jurpriae, ob^ 
snving : " It is true, my lords, that when I was' in 
office at Florence, I received certain favours at the 
hands of my friend Bianco, here before you ; for 
whidi feeling truly gratrful, I should have been happy 
to serve him by every means in my power. Some- 
thing of the kind-I also expressed in his pretenoe ; ' 
addmg, that I thought him every way calculated to 
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adorn to eminent & itation as tbe-chief magiatracy of 
Norcia, and that I could bave wished I had. influence 
to procure it for bim. But from that period to the 
present, I wish I may lose my head, if I ever heard 
a single syllable on the subject." Bianco, upon this, 
immediately confronted him with the letter, saying : 
" Now, my lords, we shall see with what &ce,be 
will venture to deny this." Without the leaat hesita- 
tion the prisoner denied its being his production, and 
bringing a host of noble witnesses to back hit taaet' 
tiona, the council, however reluctantly, was com- 
pelled to set him free. The sole remuneration our 
poor hero obtained, was the expenses of his proces- 
sion, which, out of pure compassion, the council at 
length consented to discharge. 

He then walked out of the hall, accompanied, by 
bia false friend, Giovanni, attracting the admiration 
and curiosity of the people, wherever he passed. 
The wicked author of the plot had the dexterity fur- 
ther to impose upon him, condoling with bim on the 
very unlucky occurrence, and expressing bis desire 
of punishing the perpetrators of so vile a forgery, who 
presumed to make use of his name, in order to ruin 
him with his best friend. On reaching the inn, then, 
our hero took a hearty leave of his best friend, and 
journeyed on his way towards Perugia, fcdlowed by 



,i.z.iit>,Cooglc 



ANONTXOCI AUTHORS. 307 

the sham judge, the knight, Bod the ntrtsiy, ftU of 
^UHU had been hired for the occasion. Not having 
yet received the due reward foT their occupation of 
ancb dignified stations, and aware that the enterprize 
had imscarried, they began to murmur, and unible 
to obtain satisfkction, they reBolved, without fìuthet 
ceremony, by the advice of the notary, to make 
seizure of the ex-mayor's effects, the remnants of his 
splendid preparations for the procession. At bis 
next stage, steeds, trunks, and trappings were laid 
under sequestration, by virtue of a pretended writ 
which the false notary served upon our unfortunate 
hero, in spite of his earnest prayers and entreaties to 
retain them, that he might re-enter his native city as 
honourably attended as he possibly conld. The sole 
property left him was his coat of arms, bis banner, 
and fais lance, which he carried on his shoulders to 
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